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Another step to freedom advances at castle courtyard

|t is most fitting that thousands of Irish people would gather last Saturday in the

courtyard of Dublin Castle to celebrate the overwhelming approval of the
marriage equality referendum (“Ireland votes to legalize gay marriage,”
Portland Press Herald, May 23).

Here it was in 1922 that seven centuries of British rule ended when Lord
Lieutenant Edmund FitzAlan ceremoniously handed over the castle to the
victorious commander-in-chief, Michael Collins, after the birth of the Irish Free
State, which gave “us freedom, not the ultimate freedom that all nations desire
... but the freedom to achieve it.”

The ancient walls reverberated again last Saturday as thousands of men and
women shouted out their joy to advance another step to freedom: the freedom to
love and marry the partner of their choice.

Robert F. Lyons

Kennebunkport
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