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An enormous contest was playing out in the
1960s in postVorld War Il Germany to
determine if the capitalism and freedom of West
Germany' or the ! communism  and
totalitarianisnof East Germany ‘would win out
as the favored form of government.

Frank-Lyonsiived _and-worked in V\Vest
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In a readable, insightful, and: amusing
manner, Lyons @®&aves together his
observations anekperiences Heidelberg Days
19641968 a book about ongoing- historical
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later

Ly ons-6 |uni“g uetingastyld p-e
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PREFACE

How Heidelberg Daysi 19641968ame toBe

Snceretiremeni first from the Joh Deerecompany, a farm
equipment manufactureand later from Emerald Associates
Inc., a manufacturing consulting comjiahfzavefollowedmy
lifelong passion fowriting. Heidelberg Day$9641968is my
fourth book.

When | lived in Heidelberg, West Germaitly myyoung
familyfor four yearsn themid-1960sit wasa highadventure.
But from the vantage point af half century later, how
recognizethat | occupieda ringside seat for witnessiagd
recording the next phase of the postWorld War I
transformatiorfollowing E u r o ipigaBemergence from the
rubbleand chaosf the warl decided that | had a story that
shouldbe written.

The entire population o¥Western Europe wasstill
reconstitutingtselfwith the hope that another devastatingd
war would neveoccur This was carried out with the looming
and threatenindRussian bear to the east looking foy an
opportunity to foishersuffocating communisystem onto the
West

Throughout the book, | used tt@mmonly acceptéerm
0 R u % Befoeethe collapse of communism in the late 1980s,
the mae correct namevas The Urion of SovietSocialist
Republics (USSR

Heidelberg Digya account ofvhat lobservedheard, and
readaboutduringand aftemy tenure living in West Germany
followed by a backward lodike decades latext the timel
wrote the book. | wascompelled towrite ths story whenl
reflected on what a righersonal andhistorical timel had
experiencedWriters of history ofterdemonstrateArnold
ToynbeedHBi ctt@riyn i s just one dam
| tried to disproveT o y n hnepkcétisn that reading history
books is a better way to go to sleep than counting sheep
humarzingandpersonalizing my account of the tirhesdd my



story by showing a connection wherever possible betiieen
history of the erand ny living adventerin West Germany

| wroteHeidelberg Dewth the intent that it would appeal
to readers oBermarhistoryii particularlyhelegions of foreign
soldiers angivilianswho lived for a time ipost warWest
Germany | also wrote with thbope that the book euld be
informative ancdhmugng toarmchair readers.

| was inspired by Mark Twain who lietl wrote in
Heidelberg a century earliéie observed German culture
through the eyes of an Americamanrotein hissatiricaktyle
We bothwereerabkd to live and workin Germanyby our
employersTwain was employed &dgewspaper publisher and |
worked for a farm machinery manufacturer.

| was guided bsomeo f Twai ndés writing
helped him write in his cleanderstandable stylde listed
every word that could express an.idbéan heselectedhe
simplest wat from the listHe said"The difference between
the right word and the almost right word is the difference
between lightning arallightning bug.’And he dislikedd t h e
fluffy adjectivé habit He advised 0When you catch an
adjective, kill i.

Althoughl occasionally refer tmd quotMark Twainn
Heidelberg Ddydo nothavethe slightesexpectation that our
respective readers will think we dippedwiting quillsnto the
same ink welWhen | compar@ w a itahedt 0 mine, imust
resist the temptation teturnmy quill to the taibf goosethat
provided the feather.



INTRODUCTION

By the mid to late 1960s, ti& and other NATO members
warilyfaced Russiaand her Warsaw Pact alliBisey were like
bullssnorting and pawing the ear#fady to butt heads the
first sign of provocatiaiThe US and Russia were ahéy stil-
ascending world poweasthat time

Although thenitial phase ahe post warera wasargely
over, the consolidation of the vast changes conti@erthany
was split intoWest Germany and EaSermany Each was
established alongstlydifferentand conflictingolitical lines
Russia was still in the process of estatgistmmunismn her
homelandand the Eastern European coigs that she
dominatedand the US wastill consolidating hdargemilitary
presence in Wesh EuropeTheCold Wadominated the news
of the dayas if it were weather repogredicting @everending
storm watch.

Officially West Germany wasamedt h e OFeder a
Republic of Germany (B6BG&) maand
DemocratidRepublic (GDR) 6 this hookl refer to hemby
their commonlysed names, West Germany and East Germany.

The events recounted iKeidelberg Dfaysstorical,
personalandprofessiondl occurred primarily durirtge time
| lived with myfamily in WestGermany But to broaden the
perspectivd sometimesdrifted into the past and projected into
the future.

Recollectiongrom my boyhoodin the US duringWorld
War Il providedrelatednformationabout the eventdescribed
in this book. furtheracquired informatiofrom a lifetime of
reading history, biographies, and general interest books.
rounded out my reseatajreading wide selection of the many
availabldookswritten about watime and posivar Germany

If there are factual errors, misquotes, or misinterpretations,
| alone accept tHault.

Several eventisom a different viewpoiniererecalled by
my daughter, Kathy (Kathlegingm hergirlhoodin Germany
My son, John, was too young to have more ahiaw dim
memories of hi&ermanboyhood. Unfortunately, Rita, Hate



wife and partnefor more than thirty years wast tiging to
participate ithewritingof Heidelberg Days.

The book speaks of the pd®brid War Il eathat directly
andindirectlytouchedurlives In the 1960s,qwerful and vivid
memories ofvartime anghost waryearsstill intensely occupied
the minds of all Germans and most Americans. The people of
both muntries were still struggling witbw to proceed in a
dramatically changje world while the menacihgnd
sometimes oafiGhRussian bear to the east tried fmndeand
establistherrole withhernewy found power and influencghe
was simultaneousjtemptingo developmnd spreathelargely
unfamiliar and unprovesommunist systdimonly several
decades oidin herphysically vasind culturally varied country
and in her satellites

Russiasoondiscovered sheould not arn respectand
acceptancr hersuffocating, totalitarian form cdmmunsm
as shenflicted itwith an iron fistBut, shéearnedshewasvery
good at saring thestuffingout of peopleby dreaded midnight
knocksfollowed by a ride to an interrogaticenter where
confession would kextractedby whatever mearfsy being a
Trotskyite,arevisionsts asaboteuratraitor or antparty then
if still living,on tothe gallowsfiring squadpr a Siberian labor
camp. For groups alemonstratorsjoters ormprotestorsthere
werelethalbarragefrom Russiatanks andartillery firegpoint
blankinto crowdeccity squares

One of the most effege means of Russian contiol
occupied Gernmy was withfood rationing. Théest gradef
rationing was reserved for those wbopesated best with the
Russiag theworst gradevasscarcelyenaigh to sustain life.

Sullen andyrudgingsubmssionby resis#s to Russian
demandsalwaydollowedaftero per suas i offfearmet hod
force, andaminewere applied

R u s scondu@tat homeandin Eastern Bloc countries
could be compared tmediaevalimeswhengruesomeear
baiting matches were held. Virtually defensddessswere
declaweddefangedand chained before theyravget upon by
bulldogs; the dogeeverost.

Theinitialconduct andeadership of thé/estern Allies in
occupiedGermanyimmediately aftewworld War |l vasalso



nothing to write home abtiubut it was nothing like that of
RussiaThe Western Mieswerelike dog chasing and catching
cas andthennot knowing what to do withem

Many wafwearyGls went on a binge pbstwardrinking
and womanizing. German women were far more prevalent than
men they were in desperate need of the necessities that Gls
could provide frontheir PXs Relationshipdetween Gls and
German womenvereoften free and open. Although at first
there vas a nosraternizatiorpolicyfor the U.Snilitary forces,
it was largely ignored. After families were allowed to move to
occupied Germany, the rambunctious behavior of Gls subsided.

Based on the initigboor behavior of the occupying
Wesern Alliesand thepublic revelation of the calloweals
agreed to for the futudeoundarieof Europeby Roosevelt,
Stalin, and Churchithe Germans saw few reasangie¢w the
Western Allieasbenevolentonqueors although their ginion
of themwas grossly mefavorable thait wasof the Russias

One of themost difficult challengen writing Heidelberg
Daysvas tesquare the multipleewpoinson the culpability and
accountability of the German pediplethe inhuman behavior
toward thepeople despisedoy the Nazsil J e ws Jehova
Witnesses, Gypsies, dissidents, handicapped people, gays, and
Slavé during thebarbarictwelve yeareign ofHi t ITkrd 6 s
Reich At firstii in my naivefy it seemed evident that all
Germans should sEorned andlothed insackcloth and ashes
for the atrocities of the NazBut when | took the first step in
that direction, the patmmediatelypecame twisted and uneven
as it lead through a tortured landscape of guilt, hate, fear, denial,
shameatonementgefensiveness, daadiction truth, liesand
suspicionlt quickly became olous thatall Germans should
not be painted with the same brush.

Although Irecalled the major eventsvgbrld War 1} in
many instances | needed to learn mboait herelevantdetails.
For ths, | referred to the books listed in the bibliography shown
at the end oHeidelberg Days| when possibléoy talking to
Germansand Glswith firsthand experiensealuringthe war
years and the aftermath.

However, | found out over the years tbftst-hand
information was sometimes tainted. People from areas ravaged



by waroftenhad no documentatiom@ had an urgent need to
startnew lvesin new land®n the most advantagedesms:
clerks became executiMeghnicians became engingausses
became doctorbarons became coufiéazi criminals became
streetcar conductommnd teachers acquired PhDkeirstories
were hed to confirm

| recognize thatterinterpretation ofvhat | remember
analysis ofavailableresearch materjabnd my personal
observationsometimediffer from thestrongly held viewpoints
of others who were directly involved in the ovaare history
scholarsTheyare entitled to their viewpoints, but | leatht®
biassuggested by Churchill @vhhefacetiouslysaid oHistory
will be kind to me, for | intend to writebit.

The difference betweenthe USand Germaw in the
physical appearance of surroundings were superficial when
compared to the psychologidilerences

My outlook came from my world of security, peasp
freedom, isolation and being on the victorious sigeewious
American war$i Revolutionary, Mexicgkmerican, Civil,
World War I, and World War. 1l

The outlook irpost walWest Germany was influenced by
her history of an oppressive, totalitag@ernmenthe wicked
conduct of thé&Nazs during the time of théhird Reichmassive
forced population relocatigrdire suffering during and after
World War I} andherprofoundlyhumiliating mitary defeat in
two World Wars.

Overlaying thisurmoil was thecontinuingfundamental
conflict between communisamd government control East
Germany versus capitalism and freedom in West GedAnany.
epic cortest was underway to determine if capitalism or
communism would prevalil.

West Germany was further saddled tvégheed to regain
her seltesteem andarn enough respecthie readmitted into
the council chambers of tlnevilizednations of thevorld after
herbarbaric behavior before and dgiviorld War II.

It was the time othe Cold Warthat would persist and
consume incalculable human and material resources fer a half
century.



All of thisprofoundlycolored eacp er sondss per ce
of the post warera. The dissimilarities of experiences and
circumstances weretgreat to allow fdooth sides tavritethe
same history bosk

As | tried to gain a balanced perspective orvalatile
history of Germany during the turbulpost warerg | had to
overcome the rdwbackof spealng limited German only
readng background information written in Englighnd not
havingpersonallgnduredhe agonizing watime andpost war
sufferingof most Germans.

My professional life primarily involved engineering and
manufacturingBut my pivatelife involvedinterest in hisry,
currentpublic affairsanddiverse cultureBly interests wered
by reading newspapers, news magazines, history books,
biographiesf influentiapeopleand selected fictiinas well as
talking todiverse Germapeople.

Althoughl becamdroadlyinformed therearegapsn my
knowledgeMy familiarity withserman andeuropearculture,
history, language, and custasnsot always comprehensive;
amlikeanindiscriminaterowcollecting bublegi my collection
isalsoincomplete.

As | analyzedand wrote aboupost wareventsin
Germany! did so with recognition that it is much easierite
from the vantage point @0-20 hindsght whilebaskingn the
v i ¢t o mndcgclewhe predictionsand expectatiorebout
the future shaped postwaryears did not line up with the new
and vastly different world that woalttuallyunfold duringthe
next half century.

As | learned more about the war during its final days in late
1945, | decided that | could never grasp the horrors that went on
in Gamany and the countries to the eastatttitne.In many
casest was even worse than the dreadfulness earlier in the war.
The killing frenzysufferingand dying wer®o muchfor meto
everfully comprehend. It was a burden t@ild ony beborne
by those who experienced it; it forever ruined the anlds/es
of mary.

The final phase of World Wamias a time for: (1)e Red
Army to vent its ragend revenge aisblindly pushed its way
against the remaining German army and civiliatise (Byler



supplied, unddrained, and undéed German Arnmiy mostly
boys and old ménto senselessly fight until the last man. (3)
foreign forced laborers to roam the country seeking food,
clothing, and shelferand sometimes revenge. (4) released
prisoners frm concentration camps to even the score. (5)
rampant disease epideniespecially typhdidstarvation,
exposure, and joblessness. H@)ying and lawlessness by
German civilians who took advantage of the breakolothie
police and legal systeasl (7) relentlesand pitiless bolbing

of defenselessties.

EvenChurchill challenged the sétyeof repetitiousllied
bombing when hasked o Wh at dsesof makirg thp ur p
rubble bouna&

The death rate duringethiiolent,dreadfulfinal phase of
the fighing spiked to the highest level of the war.

If the closingbattlesof the wamweremade into a movije
the only themenusicpowerful enougfor the filmwouldhave
beenT c h ai k thundeking@ €8 1 2 O vweitten tor e 6
commemora Russiéa expulsion ofan earlierforeign invader,
Napol eArmyd sThe tumultuous final crescendo
accompanied hundeing cannon fire anorilliantfireworks
would characterithe final orgy of deathof the oncemighty
Germanmilitary and the merciless bombing and shellofg
citiedi followed byabrupt silencéAnd in the ensuingsilence
the horrors would continue withillionsmore deaths tsuicide,
disease, starvation, and exposure.

| realized our blessirags Americanf&r nothavngto live
in themiserablajisgusting meseft from the ravages thfewar.

We could pack up and go home to our irdact prosperous
country.

In writing Heidelberg Daysinked my professional and
personal lifeas much as possibigth the teemingongoing
developments Westand East Germarig the mid-1960s It
wasa challengdo decieé which events to include from the
mountain of availablmaterial | felt like a hungry animal
jumpng up on a banquet table and sngffthrough the
abundance of foodfferingsto select the nsb suitable tdts
need anthstel concentrated otthemoreimportanteventghat
either directly or indirectly impacted life.



There was much omittém my writingeventhoughit
had relevancyror instancgeéheonce mighty, but noexhausted
British Empirewas stilstruggling to flyherUnion Jack around
the worldeven though it was a futile effort. In 1962 Dean
Acheson, US Secretary of State,
Empire and has not yet found a

The same can be said oace. Her worldvide colonial
empire was crumbling fast. Her humiliation was complete when
she lost Viglam andaterAlgeriaSome enj oyed Fr an
Eisenhowerwho endured the arrogant attitude of the French
during World War I, called timee  ah&lpless, hopelesssna
of protoplasn®

And there also weraanyotherimportantrelatedevents
underway in France, ItaBpainGreece, Ireland, the Benelux
countries, Scandinavia, and North Africa.

But to writ of all of the gentsin these countriesyen
though theywere relevant topost war Germany, would
necessitate following the model ofigrating Monarch
butterflies it takes thenthree to four generatiomnd time to
travel to theidestination.

Heidelbei@aysis not intendedto be a comprehensive
history of West Germanyring the 196030 write such a story
would befar beyond my proficiency and too encyclopedic in
scale for any single person to taéklegenerationg)dividuals
and eveentire institutions devote their talenta/titinghistory
books and novels abdtforld War 1l and its aftermathe post
warconflict betweeRastGermany and West Germaand the
Cold Warr.

Readers who wish to learn more aboutfdskmoving
andformativeGermanand Europeapost walhistory,can look
to the books listed in the bibliograplge®f Heidelbebgqyss
well agthemanynew bookgurrentlybeing written based on the
boundless trove of informatioecently madavailable from
secret file®f the Stasi (feared secret police of East Germany)
and the KGBterrifyingstate security police of Russia)

Books by AnneAppldbaum and George Bailegre
especially authaadive, informative and readableFor a
comprehensiv@storicalookthere ig?ostar, A History Burope
Since 1948y Tony JudtFor readers ofiction, there are no



better espionage thrillers thaa dbhn leCarrénovelswritten
about Cold Wa intrigueand espionageespecialhyis best
seller,The Spy Who Came in from the Cold.

There waseldoma richer time irhistoryto live in and
write aboutThomas Cahilhistorian andauthor,aptly called
suchtimes 0 T h =of historp @ e

The abundance of information gmost warGerman
historyrecals comparison taimilar periods the US Streams
of books are still being written about #ras ofAbraham
Lincoln and John Kennedsoalsopresidedluringpivotaleras
with great challengesd changed-or suchtimes and such
iconic figuresthere are always new perspectiie consider
from freshlydiscovered letters, notes, pictures, diaries, whiffs of
scandals, secreisdi most importarit from the added clarity
possible when the writer knows how thifivgaly turned out
The public is always ready dbsorbmore informationabout
great events, especially when #rewssociatewith colorful
peopldikethose who guided the new order oftfwerld War
Il.

| frequentlyquote other writersvho express themselves
better than ;I do not have the skill and tigall of George
Bernard Shaw whHmasted o1 o f t e ntadfgsispitee my s
to my work. o6

Heidelberg Deya story that has four interwoven strands:
(A)myf a midayyligirsg in Heidelbel@) the historyaltering
political andeconomiceventsof Germany andeurope from
1964 to 1968. (3) Russia and the Colda\a(4)the business
expmnsion of my employer, the Jobeere company, into
Europe. The strandzeall woven together ithe two worlds
weremy family and éxisteé our secure and tranqddmestic
realm and the turbulent araueting world outside our door.

To understand theaning of the events of timéd-1960s
in Germany, it was necessary, in some instances, to follow the
strandsinto the future. It was easyto follow them in this
direction becausewrote the book a half centarfyer the esnts
occurred.

Most of the uncertainties and anxieties of 1#8é0sare
now laid to rest; only interpretation of the behawmtivation,
and actions ofthe pre-1960slargesthanlife hisiorical players



(Hitler, Stalin, Churchill, Rooseyahd Trumanremainopen
for explanation. Andhis continues to ben insurmountable
challengeventot he wor | dds best psychol

Although much in the world changed in later decades, my
f a mi dloged Bonding establishedduring our years in
Heidellerg enduredDuring this period of our livese lived
especiallglose within our own famitiystant from relatives and
old friends.

The single most importa@ispectof my life was my
personal relationship with Rita Although our innermost
communicahg was largelgy nonverbalmeans| hope the
userf this bookwill be able to read between the linesanse
our mutualrespect andffection.When we were together, we
shared our privateres in a cocoon ehilarationl was in awe
of her.Without Rital would not have beexwholeperson

When wdeft Germanyafter fair yeardgo returnhometo the
US anostalgicsongby Mary Hopkinwas populart cgtured
ourdreams and moodsiring ouHeidelberd ays:

Those Were the Days

Those were the dayygy friend
We thought they'd never end
We'dsing and dance forever and a day
Those were the days
Oh, yesthose weréhe dag.



Chapter1
MOVING TO GERMANY

Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry,
and narrow mindedness.
i Mark Twain

Travelling with childoeresponds rougidyeting
thirdclass iBulgaria
i Robert Benchley

Lufthansa

Lufthansa Plane Departing from Chicago

My wife, Rita, and | were $8ars old when wend our two
young childrenboarded LufthansAirlines Flight 431 from
Chi c ag o Interdatibaal Airport bound foFrankfurt
RhineMain Airport in West Germany

It was a few days after Christmas in December of 1963.
Lanky, hardlriving Lyndon Johnsdmadjust beome president
of the US after the assassinationedégantcharismatic John
Kennedy

Portly, easgoing Ludwig Erharthad just beome the
secondhancellor opost waMWest Germany after fifteen years
of political anddiplomatic heavy lifting by his studiaumsl

1



austere predecessor, Konrad Ademthe George Washington
of modern West Germany.

The 0Ha pp yntiedSfolowieg VWodd War Il
was over. The New Frontier vision, as confidently and
eloquently articuled by John Kennedy in his 1961 inaugural
address, had been vigorously pursuetirbyandhis high
voltage, idealistic administratibming hisone thousand days in
office.

It was still unknown how mhio f the Kennedy
kingdomo f C a me Iwouldéextemd int@a the new and
untestedJohnson administration. It was as fidbane Thomas
Jefferson had handed the batongawache&\ndrew Jackson.

In the eyes ahuch of the phlic at thattime, theLyndon
Johnson administratiamould not be able toold acandle to
that of John Kennedyhe Kennedy with their Boston accents
and patina of sophisticatiodid not endeathemselvego
Johnsonwith his Texas drawa n d o-asacorgcho b 6
mannemwhen one ofhem labeled himColonel CorriPoned

Although we did not know it themy family and would
live in Germany for the next four yeaksd before my career
was eer, | would cross the Atlanadundred times.

Rita and | were blessed with eneegyhusiasm, hope,
ambition, confidence, and gobealth. We imagined we were
cool and sophisticated, but our looks concealed our giddy
excitement about moving to a distant country with a different
culture and languagéevertheless, we had no doubts about our
ability to cope witlthe new lifestyleWe were beginning the
adventure of our liveliring the prime of our lives.

It was Ritads first trip to
earlier on a chaperoned college student tour, but Germany was
off-limits due topost wartravel restrictions. It was rntyird
busines#ip to Germany

Even though the Third Reich, the scourge of Nazi
Germany, was decisively blotted out byrnicenditionavictory
of the AlliedForces nineteen years earlier, the rawfscars
physical and psychologicéhroughout the countryere still
abundantly evident.

It seemed surreal that we were moving to a land that had
such a hideous past amdsso recentlyhe archenemyf the

2



US Shenow seemetb beas docile as a contented cow chewing
her cud in a pasture. Many older people witiohad vivid

me mor i es oafgreSsive anarimaydiisavior during

two World Wars, thought the illusion of placid cows in a pasture
was a cunning scheme by Germany for buying time to recuperate
and prepare faner next bullyingmilitaryadventureBut time

would prove the skeptics need not have feared; mosposthe

war German population was so appalled by the totalitgrof
defeafi politically, socially, economically, and mbrafigt
theyweredisposed toward pacifism.

Our Lufthansailots werewellscrubbed, confident, and
competerfi even a little cocky. The tall, mlitgual
stewardesses looked like models from Alpine skoobures
They were efficient and helpful.

Our childreii five year old Kathy (Kathleen) and eighteen
month dd Johifi soon tired and slept on the fladrour plane
in their pajamas in the open space reserved for an emergency
exit. As was the custom of the times, Rita and | traveled in our
best -to-glhumgho cl ot hes.

Although the age of international jet travad been
ushered in five years previously with the introduction of sleek
15Q@passenger, Boeing 707, jetsgdistanceair travelstill had
a note of excitement and adventure. Ouwmeair ticketsach
cost $350.

In the summer of 1963%ix months before our move to
Germanymy bossnformedme thatour employeii the John
Deerecompanyof Moline, lllinoig had decided to make a
major capital investment to modernize its recently purchased
tractorfactory in Mannheim, Germany. The factory wa®pa
the centunold German farm equipment firm, Heinrich Lanz
AG. Lanz made tractors in Mannhgeigrairharvesting
combina in ZweibriickenGermany andfarm equipmentor
protectedSpanish marksin Madrid.
WhenJohnDeereboughtLanzin 1956itsbrand was well
known around the woriidespecially its belshown product,
the Lanz Bulldog tractoBulldog was the common name for
tractor in many parts of GermaByt theclunkyBulldog and
many of the other Lanz products were obsolete, costly to

3



manufature,and unreliableThe Bul | dogds pri nci
the great wheat fields of East Germany was lost to the occupying
communists. Theomplextransitionfrom Lanz toJohnDeere
ownership was still underwayheTtractors and combines
temporarily bore the nam@ohnDeereL a n In a few years
thecompany would drop theanz name.

In 1963 John Deerstill had a long way to go to develop
a viable business model suitable for its agricultural equipment
business in Europe. It would be geantil the markets were
wellunderstood, the right management was in place, and the
substantial financial losses were stemmed.

ThelLanz factory and headquarters buildings in Mannheim
wasdugout of the rubbleand patched togethafterrepeated
bombingby the US andits alliesduring World War [INinety
percent of théndustriakections ofhe city weredestroyed.

Someof Mannheim was still in ruimehenJohnDeere
bought the LanzompanyMy brother a Gl,wasstationed in

Mannheim in the early 1950s He sai d, o0l <coul d
city center several miles to the railroad depot anidsaate,
halfstandingwalle nd open cel |l ars. 6

As a young engineer, | understood only a little eof th
overall company affgirl knew a narrow segment of the
engineering and manufacturing side of the business. | could
make a brick butcouldnot build a castle.

My boss told masubstantiatorporate appropriation had
been approved to modernize k@ nheim tractor factaryhe
appropriationncluded $8 million dollars ($50 million in4201
dollars) to expand and rebuild its obsolete iron foundry located
within the factoryThefactorystoodin the midst o&residential
section of the citjany environmental issues prevailed.

My bosssaid he was going to Germany to set up the
groundwork for théoundryconstructionHe invited me to go
with him on an introductory trip atitenasked mé&é move my
family to Germany to manage rebuilding the fodinamnult
yealproject.

In my seve years of employment witbhnDeere after
discharge from th&rmy Chemical Centér Baltimorel had
worked mostly on engineering projects related to iron foundries.
Iron castings from foundriggerea fundamental component of
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farm tractors, diesehgines, and other farm equipm#ftdst
JohnDeerefactories included iron foundries.

Ritaand | discusseshoving to GermanyVould we be
irreversibly pulling up our rootd@w would it be for Rita to live
outside the protective cocoon of lersefamilyfor the first
time in her life? Why should we disrupt our comfortable,
established lifé¥ould we like living iaforeign country with a
different culture? How would our small children fare?

Rita considered her life up to this time tdikeea good
stewmade up of excellent ingredients but without enough spices
to suit her tasteblere was a chanfoe herto spicaupthe stew.
As soon aweassureadurselveghat the needs of our tvemall
childrencouldbemet,s@dd OLet 6 s go. 6 Wit h I
nature impressive intelligengeauckish wit unlimited energy
and natural social skillshe was usually the most noticed
person in a roofm she wouldikelyfit into any culture.

| did not need to explain the nature of my work to Rita.
Before | met her,ral until we married, she and | worked in the
same engineering offiteJohnDeerd s ¢ r antigpated |,
corporate headquartelRitaworked as secretary while wag
for a job to become availabldarprofessionteaching

Shewas a pal to most tfe 25engineersarchitectsand
managersvho workedin JohnDeer® sngineeringyroupi
including he o0gear haads 6 wa fsheloved své r s 6
to banter withthem all T h e 0osocially chal
oeccentri6employeeseemed to especiatyract her attention
she savored the challenge of drawing thwtiof their shells and
trying to rub some of héwumor,good natureandexuberance
for life onto them.

When we announced our marriage, one aindreagers
saidto me ol hear y ou O rdellegfdheng t o
Engineering Departménit will certainly be a duller place
around here withoutherhighpi ri t ed presence. 0
was common for women to resignnirsheir jobs when they
married.

My managersiever told me why tlyeselected me to
manage such a significant project in a distant place at such a
young age. | guessed it was because | could work with minimum
direction | was reasonably ambitiocaisgll could maintain tight
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financial and schedule cohtrbprojectsit also helped that they
knew Rita and #ishe couldeadily adjust to a new culture and
easily establish relationships with new peoplescbounted
another possibility may have been the only one who would
accept thassignment

| did not know then that | wouldatreturn toworking as
a design engineer. | would manage the engineering work of
others for the rest of my careedalhinDeereand later after |
started my own company. | eventually learned thieaability
to spot thestrengths and flaws in the work of others even though
| often could not dat myself.

| considered the new work assignment to be good for my
professional career, but probably of equal importance, it seemed
to be an adventure and an oppatyuior expanagigmyf a mi | y 6 s
personalife.

If I had been asked how my new assignment fit my
professional goals, | would have said | did not have any concrete
goals other than a vague desire
answer exhibited about as much forethougtiteatittle boy
who was asked, oOWhat do ®ou wan

Heanswered 01 want to be an adul't

In regard to personal goals, it would be easgptain
Rita and | were raised with a bedrock commitment to the values,
traditions, and fundaental beliefs of our parents and close
families. Wautomaticallgdoptedther values asur own.

Another personal gdabklthough less compellingvas
for me toacquirdinanciakecurityfor myself and my family as
soon as possible. | was driven in this direction because of
memoriegrom my youthduringthe Great Depression and the
economic hardship® my ruralSouth Dakotacommunity
Accepting an overseas job meant a maadsta r dischw gon @ad 6
added to my salary. | planned to add this amount soniady
but slowlygrowing, savings and investment account.gohis
was | ower on Ritads agenda; S h e
circumstances than |

My views on savings were reinfdriog one of mysalty
andi rreverent bosses who advi sec
moneyo6 together as soon as poss



need takowtowto him oranyoneelse; | could quit at atigne
and go elsewhere to work.

I had concern that Rita migihot have enough to occupy
her active mind in our new home. Without plenty to do she was
like a caged tiger. A few years earlier she revved up her life by
taking a paitime job as editor of a plumbing contractor trade
journal. It involved faem-facecommunicatbns and some
traveii two of her favorite activities.

During the next several montiage carefully planned
live foran indefinite timen Germany. We rented out our five
yearold colonialhousefor $175 per month and sold our two
year old~ordfor $500. The dmwlarationduringour six years of
marriage and the birth of our two children had leveled eff.
thought noving toanother country and learning a new culture
wouldjuice up our lives.

| read books on German histapd cultureand took
conpanysponsored German language lessons. There was not
enough time to do more than skim the surface. My German
consisteanostlyof| ear ni ng t DedBleistitidgttagfn c e s :
denTish( The penci | | | Kome Seerbittetntire t ab
sagen wertHauptbahnhofi&an you please tell me where the
central railroad statios)?

Years | ater, Rita confided, o
birthday; | thought most of the excitement in my lifepasis
When the opportunity for moving to anotherrdopcame up,
| could see there was mepecitement anddventure aheddr
me O

During our flight over the Atlantic, we discussed the
several noisy, boozy departure parties held for us by our friends
and work colleaguesdve s poke of the 11 kel
Ri tmmthes, retired father, asdter due to our absence. They
lived several blocks from our home in Rock Island, lllinois; we
were an integral part of their lives with daily phone calls, frequent
visits, and sharedeekend meals.

It would be less difficult fone to beaparfrom my family.
Although | was close to my motheny father was deceaSed
and six siblings, we livedndreds of miles apas we pursued
our lives, careers, and educati®ne brother waafamer; two
were teaching or writing their PhD dissertations; one was an
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engineer; and the twins were members of Benedictine religious
order$i both were teachers. We communicated mostly via letter
writing andnfrequentisits.

Rita and Iwee already somewhat familiar with the
German culture and mentality because of our various
associations ith GermaprAmericans. Two of Ri t ad s
grandparents came to America from Austria reorthern
France Her father spoke German as a boy. Although my family
cuture was Irish, | was used to the industrious Germaara
in our rural South Dakota communitySsome could not
pr on o unacned soorjdgtheycalledthreshing machines
otrashi ngnnmag bt k eGddadiesyillpraylece t s . 6
from prayer boks written in forbidding Germafraktur
(Gothig) typefaceMy mother recalled enough college German
that she sent us to bed each night with@ut e TReac ht . 0
Hutteritefarmersin our county still spoke a German dialect in
their homs and religiouservices.

Rita prepared our childréor the long flight by bringing
Johnds f adobnnié TrasodCany KCan Shelie
wouldrer ead these o0classicsoO6 to hi
the next few years. Kathy maintained a firm connectlwer to
past life by holding tightly onto Smokey, her large stuffed dog.
Smokey already wore his second replacetaghsuisince my
parents gave it to her shortly after her birth. Smokey would
continue to occupy a position of prominence and honor on a
char inherbedroomforo al | ®t erni ty

During the flightwereadthe Chicago Tribineh e wor | d 8 s
greatest newspaper according to its bumptious ,oeditar,
andpublisher, CoinelRobert McCormicKrhe entertainment
section listed some of the popular American soin@963:
oBlue Velveto by Bobby Vinton;
Peter, Paul , and Miaer yan da nRlo soeTshoe
Henry Mancini.

Sports journalists theol@@3dnodt
HeismanTrophy winnerRoger Staubach.

On the editorial page,perceptive journalist wrote that
Americads i mpressive record of
survive the controversiabnd expandingVietham WarHis
articlestarted rolling a sati snow baltlown the hilthat would
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soongrow to amountainousphereandthen,during the next

few years, tan uncontollableavalanche direnziedprotests
against the questionable moral and politicak Has US
involvementn Vietham Many people, including me, did not
think we should be in Vietnam at all, but we also thought we had
to soldier on with our commitment whbking conscious otur
nationaland internationgdrestigeAt that time, ie public had
more confidence ithe deaions ofits elected Washington
officials thant would in the future.

Every available scrap of news about the recent
assassination of charismatic and glamorous John F. Kennedy and
his large, hyperctive fanily saturated the front pagasdicles
were akady starting to appear speculating on a conspiracy
theory about his death. Many could not believepinataorm
like Lee Harvey Oswald could alone have extinguished the life
of such a superior mandshn FKennedy.

Newlyinaugurated President Johnson was developing
program®f his own and attemptingstep out othemilelong
shadow of the Kennedy administratiBat it was a hard row
for him to hoefew remembethe unfortunatepresident who
succeedetbweringAbraham Lincolror the uninspiringorime
minister whdollowedsoaring Winston Churchill

Our flight plan soon fell apart. The weather in Frankfurt
was too stormy for landing; our plane flew on to Cologne to
refuel and wait out the storm. Eight hours later flew a
hundred miles back to Frankfurt and arrived sleepless and
bedraggled company driver had dutifully waited foatithe
airportwith his weltendedcompanyownedMercedes sedan.

Rita and | were still keyed up with excitement, so we stayed
awale for the fortyfive mile autobahn drive to our new home in
Heidelberg. The highway was bordered by-soeared fields
and sleeping evergreen forests. The ground under the trees
looked like a Hansel and Gretel fairy story illustration with every
fallen banch and twig raked fgr utilization

It was dusk when we arrived in Heidelberg. Although our
household goods were already unpacked and set up in our rented
house awaiting our occupancy therfirst night we stayed in a
small, spiandspanneighborhood hoteHaus FortunaThe
Germanspeaking wife of a John Deemaployee, who would
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laterb e c o me Ri t akdeswoubckildrén wbuidiwaka d
up in the middle of the night because of the -amint time
change. She had wisely set in a sapRlige Krispieand milk

for a midnight snack.

During the previous six months, | weatked inGermany
to organize my work project. It was a liisg but the event
that | remembemost vividly was sitting in a barber shop and
being puzzled when nitglian barbersimulatediring apistol
with his fist and index finger and excitedly sal,o o m, Boom
Ke nn e dythoughttit was@dbehaviorandhad no idea
what hewas saying becauseryf inability at that time to speak
German. When | returned to my hotel room an American
colleague came to my room and quietly tolditesnedy has
been assassinated. o

The German people had great affection and respect for
Kennedy, especially since hisneBerlin speech announcing
unwavering support for West Germany she faced the
belligerent Russian bear to the. ééstransfixed the German
people when he sail A a free man, | take prigcethe words,

Ich Bin eierlirrgl am one of yolo

They wee deeply disturbed when he was assassinated. A
Germarnjournaliststeeped in ancient mytholpgympared him
to a Golden God recalled from an ancient Greek; mgtrad
youth, beautgourage, wisdom, grace, eloquence, and in the end
tragedyK e n n e d y 0 s DanielPafrick ¥Maynihlanyrote,
oTo be Irish is to know that in the end thiorld will break your
heart. o

On aprevious trip to Germany set upa home for my
family. There was not a shortage of modeusdso rent at
that time sice the countryvagustnearing thénishof herpost
warhouseand apartmertuildingsurge

Rita and | favored traditional houses. | lookethamy
houses and apartments in Mannheinitesglrrounding towns
and villagegut foundnone that wasiteresting.

On a weekend drove around the neighborhoods of
medieval Heidelberg, surrounded by steep mountains and
bisected by the picturesque Neckar River. It was ten miles from
Mannheim where | would be working. The Heidelberg suburb
of Handschusheiindating from Roman occupatitimesi
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was appealingt was two kilometers from the center of
Heidelberg.

| located and rented a traditionahpretentiousput
roomy, threestory row housén Handschusheirat Richard
WagneiStrasse 1dn a narrow, quieddestreet. The developer
of the area was apparently a classical music buff, he named
adjacent streets after Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn, and Bach. He
must also have once vacationed
in the pediment over our front do@®ur houg ownerwas
portly Herr Zabler His name wavisible on food packages in
areagrocery storede owreda noodlananufactung business

After | rented the house and organized it for our
occupancy, | <called Rita in Roc
heewi | | be good. 6

Unlike undamaged HeidelbeMgnnheim and adjacent
Ludwigshafei just across the Rhine Rivexere repeatedly
pulverized and burned to rubble twenty years eanlieg150
dlied bombing raids. They were logical targets because
Mannheimwas an industrial city and Ludwigshafen was the
location of an enormous 1.G. Farben chemical fadiditp
37,000 employees before the bombing started, it manufactured
0good and evil o6 product s

A colleague, who was d. B gunner, made bombing raids
on theLudwigshafen factogomplexduring the warHe said,
OAfter the bombings,of atffce®ry onl vy
remaining above groundsxashatterechet er | ong pi pe

The Germans und&ood the logic of bombirgjrategic
targets, but they were unforgiving for thassiveallied
firebombing of other nostrategic targétssuch asdamburg
and Dresdedwith a sickeningloss of civilian livesThey
conveniently disregardtuk earlierindiscriminaté&sermanair
raidsand rocket attaclan residentiatections ot.ondon and
Coventry

HermannGadring, themorphineaddictedreichsmarschall
andcommander and chief of the German air foxoeyld be
haunted for the rest of his life for havbrgggecdearly in the
w a rNp enény bomber can reach the Rulim@jor industrial
cente of Germany, If oneevershouldreahthe Ruhr, my name
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is not Ga@ing. You may call me Mey@ common Jewish
name.6

Heidelberg, a university town with a population of
140,000, was unscathed by bombs and war destruction. Some
said it was offimits for destruction so tHgS military forces
would have a place to set up a garrison after the defeat of the
Nazis. Indeed, fév yearsafter the warit did become the
headquarters for théSmilitary forces in Europe.

Our household goods from Rock Island had been air
freighted to ounewlyrented house. As timewhouse renter, |
had to repaint and-meallpapethe highceilingrooms buyand
install light fixtures furnish wardrobes (ro@mwere built
without closets) provide kitchen cabinets, counters, and
applances; buy heating olil for the five hundred dadisement
fuel tank; provide transformers to reduce voltage fronn220
110 for our small appliancasd rewire our lamps local codes
| applied for telephone service and started the six month waiting
period for installation.

We checked out of Haus Fortuna the next morning and
drove several blocks past fine old hontbsneatly fenced yards
to our new homeFrom then on whenever we drove past our
firstnight hotel, Kathwo ul d cal | it O0OThe Tun

Rita and our children saw our new home for the first time.
The sight of familiar furnishings from & house reassute
them this really was going to be their new home. After they
looked it all over and the children claimed their bedrooms, we
sorted out the bedding and walked several blocks to a grocery
store to buy food supplies.

I had set up Kathirdfjodr.sShelsaid r o o m
it was Oscary.6 We moved her C
bedroomon the second flodhat she would share for the next
four years with John.

| was apprehensive about what Rita would think of my
choices of paint and wallpaper for the housaianii my
choices were pretty insipid; she made no comment. | suspect she
was so focused on what her new and different life welileeb
that she hardly noticed.

Our new 1963 red VW Beéilécense plate number ND
234 was parked at the curb a few paaas tur front door. |
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paid $1, 4 0Wwithitsesliding rdod&xpedtibgmguld

be temporary until | could buy a larger car. | did not know then
that it wouldadequatelgerve our needs for our entire four year
residency in Germany.

| found latethat my car brand and model selection seemed
odd to my German colleagues who equated social and
professional position to the kind of car driven. They expected
me to drive a Mercedes, Volvo, Peugeot, Citroen, Opel Senator
or BMW.

Our O0bugo6 wa sufactuked oro Manday ma
morningial | egedly the time for | ow
to remove and repair tdefectiveengine more than once

Sleep came easy the first night in our owsiedrnew
home after the previous dz#ytime change and tension.

Our home would become a secure and happy bastion of
transplantedmerica for us even though outside the dauas
a different culture and countiy would quicklygrow intoa
homeawayfrom-home; aninn; a coffee housea forum for
gossipstoriesandconvivialitya place focomforting and care
giving excitementandfriendship.

| rode toworkin Mannheim withraAmerican colleague
thenext daylt was a pleasant fifteen minute drive, mostly on a
limitedtraffic autobahn. The autobahn was theesame driven
by General George Patt@everalyears earliewwhen fis
limousinewashit by aUS Army truck and he wasmortally
injured. | seldom drove past ttidlisionspot that | did not think
of the tragi@ccident.

The autobahmalsopassed a smalirfield that was mostly
used for amateur gliderifig a popular German spofthe
airfield and adjacent autobahn recalled the 1930s when Hitler
cheated on the World War | disarmament agreements that
restricted military flying. He claimed the autobalens fer
groundtraffic but in reality the +established Luftwaffe used
them as landing strips for glider training andefsiing new,
advanced aircratft.

My return towork inmy office in the Mannheim foundry
wadimely There werenajorfoundryequipmentontractseady
to award Companies were anxiously waitin§rtd outif they
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would be favored with orders based on their proposals
0t e nd e r arecalledsmBritish EEnglish.

And so began the next four yeafra/orking andiving in
Germany
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Map of Heidelberg, Mannheim,
and HandschuhsheimArea
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Company NameinTransition
Lanz to John Deere

PresidentKennedy inDallas
Hours beforehis Assassination
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Chapter2

HEIDELBERG

I lost my heart in Heidelberg for all time,
On a balmy summer night.
As by the gates shéGaatbye my lover,"
That last sweet kiss, it did confirm once more,
I'd lost my heart in Heidelberg forever.
My heart still beats on Neckar's shore.
A Friedrich Vesely

HEIDELBERG

Whenfilm makergproducemovies about the Middle Ages, they
cannot find a better site felnootingthanthe Romantic city of
Heidelbergvith a population of 140,00The city is located in
the province of Badaéwirttemberg in southwestern Germany
The south side of the province shares its bordeSwitherland
and Francdt isset in a gorgeut bythe Neckar Rivehrough
the forestedhills of the Odenwalé low mountain ranggome

of the houses are built into the steep valley widliharpin
street curves that would challengetwhsting capabilityof a
snakeThe views are priceless.

17



Heidelbergs frequently chosen for movies, music fests,
and operatic performance€®ne of the most famous
productionsis TheStudent Prinem ogretta later made into
severalmovis Who can f or gstitringsohge mo v i
oDri nk, D r sumgkby Mdbio Lanzk @ Rierstube
model ed after Heidel ber guins t wo
Roten Ochggted OX? If patrors frequentthe Red Ox long
enough andrejudged to be ojood,allaroundcharacterthey
may be honored with a personalized beer mug that will be
reserved on a shelf behind the batterrexclusreuse.

The compact citgf Heidelbergs endlessly walkajdad
everyview is a photo opportunity. The weather is mild enough
for plantsto grow that ar@ormally seen only in Mediterranean
countriesalmondsfigs and an occasional olive tréepoet
portrayed Heidelbeesd0 The Pear | of the Necl

No visitor leaves thwostcard city without a photo of the
Old Bridge across the Necktdnre looming Heidelberg Castle
located half way up th&nigstulfl K i fmhgonties the steepill
overlooking the cityand the ancient city center

The sandstone bridge, with its nine graceful arches, has
stood for twehundred years except for a short time at the end
of World War Il when the retreating Gernfamy blew up
three of i ts ar c holelridge Garmre he wr
beautiful thamlloh e r s i n Thenetaborate gakte do.th@
bridge from theld city side isncongruouslguardedby bronze
statues oépes.

A road rises from University Square in the city center up
the steep mountainside to the hulking and dominating ruins,
gardens,and partially rebuilbuildings of the landmark
Heidelberger Sahestelbergastle.)

The history of theastlesiteis as complex and varied as
the family tree of an alley CHbe initial entrycould be made
500,000 years agbhe bones of Heidelbengan, the probable
forerunner of Neanderthal and modern man, were discovered
near Heidelberg Castle in 1907. The next record of life on the
castle site speaks of the presence of a Roman camp in 200 AD.
Since Heidelberg Castle was built in 1200 AD, itd&as b
burned, pillaged, blown up, abandoned, pulled down for salvage
materials, expanded,qreed up, and partially rebuilt.
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For centuries it was the residence of kings, princes, dukes,
margraves, regents, and coastsvell ag-laws downatthe-
heels relativeand adventurers recuperating frmititary and
politicalbattles

The castle, with its imposing towers, ramparts, and moat,
continues to serve as a model for countless painters and
photographers and as an inspiration for @oetavriters.

For many year s, the <castle
Palatine Electpra prestigious position second only to a king or
anemperor. The Electidrone of sevem was entitled to vote
for the election of the Emperors of The Holy Roman Empire, a
podtion that lastd for a thousand yearstarting with
Charlemagne in 8@M.

Thebroodingcastle is a museum for diverse architectural
styles: Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque, Roman, Greek and a
smattering of kitsch. A visit to the castle is likeeamult
couse meal eaten slowly with worthwhile intervals between
courses for the absorptiontbétasty anéttractivdbanquet.

Mark Twain livedwrote and honed his satirical Wat
three months ia hoteheartheHeidelberg Castle. He described
the castle in his 1880 bobigocents Abroad:

A ruin must be rightly situated, to be effective.
This one could not have been better placed. It stands
upon a commanding elevation, it is buried in green
woods, there is noviel ground about it, but, on the
contrary, there are wooded terraces upon terraces, and
one looks down through shining leaves into profound
chasms and abysses where twilight reigns and the sun
cannot intrude. Nature knows how to garnish a ruin to
get the bst effect. One of these old towers is split
down the middle, and one half has tumbled aside. It
tumbled in such a way as to establish itself in a
picturesque attitude. Then all it lacked was a fitting
drapery, andature has furnished that; she has robed
the rugged mass in flowers and verduremanae it a
charm to the eye. Theewhalf exposes its arched and
cavernous rooms to you, like open, toothless mouths;
there, too, the vines and flowers have done their work
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of grace. The rear portion of the towas not been

neglected, either, but is clothed with a clinging garment

of polished ivy which hides the wounds and stains of

time. Even the top is not left bare, but is crowned with

a flourishing group of trees & shrubs. Misfortune has

done for this old wwer what it has done for the human
character sometimeslimproved

Whenwehad outof-town visitors in our home, we always
took them to the castle on summer evenifays the
Schlossbeleudi@astie llluminatignan awesome fireworsd
sound displayo recall the destruction of the castle by the
retreating French occupiers in 1689 and again in 1693.

A Heidelberg Universitguriosity is the Studentenkarzer
(Student Prisgrwhere, until World War hoisterous students
were locked up for intoxicatiomjomanizing, and turning
defecating pigs loose to soil the city streets. The prison walls and
ceiling were used as slates for songs, verses (some written in
Latinand Gree) stories, artwork, and graffiti. Student prisoners
were tempor ar thé prisowtp atend tlassgsd f r o

In the past, Heidelberg University students dueled
according to aigid set of rules and traditions. One of the
objecties was to acquire fadahrs that would be regarded as
marks of honor. Some rubbed the raw wounds alittosnake
themlook more daunting.Otto von Bismarckcreator of the
modernGerman nation in the nineteenth centattgnded the
universityHes a i d, 0The scars are proo
was especially common with elite Austrian and Prussian
studens. Husbangeeking women looked for the scars to help
identify educated men with wealth gmdstige.Men with
dueling scars turned their scar side to photograph@asraad
artists to show ther 0 b a d g ein tbefbestlight r a g e 0

I have a prominen facial scar from a childhoddrm
accident. When | first took German lessons, my forthright tutor
asked how | acquirégdWhen | said it was from being trampled
by a cow e exclaimedEine KuhNi ¢ ht (A°cgw! i ch! o
Impossible!)

The swift Neckar River is a pleasant Heidelberg focal point
with its armada of badmpered white swans, paddle boats for
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children, and cargo boats on their betweerther i ver 6 s or i
in the Black Fastandthe Rhine River in nearby Mannheim.

The carg boats usually have a living cabin, with potted
gerani ums i n t he wi ndows, wh e
sometimefive. Some have short cranes on the stern-toaoff

t he f a maars fporéaspiamund portof-call.

We often took our children f@undayrides on the paddle
boats anchored along the grassy riverbanks, but first we had to
settle jurisdictional and navigational disputes with the
confrontationalwhite swars. A poke with a paddle or pole
simply increased their ire and determination teqtréhér
rightful territorial watersThe swans maintained a tight
segregation policy by rigidly confining the resident Siberian swan
geese to their territorial waters a short distance upstream.

While Mark Twain boated on the Neckar in 1867, his
threeyar | ong writerds block ended
to him that enabled him to complete his stalled writifidgpef
Adventures of HuckleberrpReaf his bedtnownnovels

On the opposite side of the river from the castle is the start
of a steep, twhundred step path up teepmountainside to
Philosophen®adosophers Wawhere a flighaf African rose
winged parakeets can sometimes be spokttedteppedath,
caled Schlangen®&gake W3y twists past tiny, wadnded
gardens and vineyards at each lamdioghe with gardening
shed®r pergolad_ookout spots provide dramatic overviews of
the city.

Professors and students from Heidelberg University have
trudged he gnarly way for centuries ¢ontemplate the
mysteries of lifecraft lofty intellectual works, and plot their
futures.The awesome overlook to the river, city, and castle is
one of the best in all of Europe.

When we hiked on Philosophes Way on Sunday
afternoons, it was for less elevating purposes; it provided
exercise for our dog, gave us good supper appetites, and
improved our sleeping.

Heidelberg and th&S military forces were firmly bonded
togetherby the 1960sIn early 1945, General GeoRjat t on 0 s
3¢ Army sprinted across Franeed into Germanwfter the
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Normandy invasiorit was e beginning of thinal defeatof
the NaziArmy.

Pattonimpressed the Germdaeneral Staff and High
Commandand others with his dashing and brilliant military
victories. The Sultan of Morocco said of him after his earlier
North African successes, O0The |
he approaches. 6 SveanyeGlsdhodgliu st e d
otherwise because of his grinding, relentless pressure for
lightning speedshowmanship, aggression, queistfor glory.

Awed enior German generals regarded Pattonoelassical
warrior with mythical statude.

Pattonds commander for captu
surrounding area was Gerrspeaking Brigadier General
William Eeiderlinden who knew the local histangl culture.
Beiderlinden met with sixourageous andlaring, but
unauthorizedHeidelberg municipafficialsoutsidehe city and
negotiatedts surrender. He gave the authorities two choices:
surrender or see tiseinmary destruction of theiown. They
accepted the surrender option and agreed to take it to the military
authoritiesn the cityfor theirapproval

The authorities made a harrowing return trip across the
Neckar River and back into ttity. Had they ben captured by
the Nazis, they would have been summarily executed for treason.
They successfully persuaded the remametgmachbfficers
that it was futile to resist and they should surrender. If they
agreed, Beiderlindenousswodwddas oned
peacefullgnterthe city the nexdayat dawnThey agreed and
the next morningroMarch 301945the Americarmy crossed
the Neckar angeacefullpccupied Heidelberg.

The streets and squares vedent aneéémpty but behind
the windowcurtainscountless, wary eyes watcaedheyried
to imagine their fat®lany were grateful that their nightmare was
ending and that their captors were not Russia@aswords
ORussia, 6 omurder, 06 Ospakgrmm, 6 and
the same semtee.

The bell ithe Church othe Holy Spirjtoverlooking the
town, tolledin the dawron the day of the occupatias it had
for the lastive centurie®blivious to the drantzelow it hadall
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happened beforeandthe bell would continulling on ino
future centuriem itsdignified ad norjudgmental fashion.

Patton would likely have handled the negotiation with the
Heidelbergauthorities more harshly than Beiderlinden. While
interrogating a captured German gemerghglish at another
locationhes ai d, ol speakbutGail nohn ver
demean mys el fHe them bedated theogeneral ¥or 0
being taken in by trevilNazis.

Pattonpersistently talked to his staff and troops of his
desire to kill as many Germans as possible. He amtestthe
back of a haffrack and gave this unambiguous and salty advice
to a tank unit r eatkereandkilltpse i nt o
Kraut SOBé!

When the war ended, General Patton established his
personal residence in Heidelberg. On the dasebi®ovas to
fly home to plan for his retirement, doed his chief of staff,

Major General Hobart Gay, set out in his black 1938 Cadillac
limousine for nearby Mannheim to hunt pheasants and sightsee.

A US Army truck collided with the limousine. The
accideny although relatively minor, mortally injured Patton. As
he lay in a Heidelberg military hospital on his deathbed, his wife
Bea, his lifelong confidante, flew to Germany to be at his side.

Patton had deep knowledge of Greek and Roman history,
myths, andegendslt is easy to imagine hiom his death bed
thinking ofhis life as a classical Graalgedy performed in an
ancient Athens theageiith the final curtain of the last act about
to be drawn.

His last rquestwasthat theGl truck driver who drove
into his car not be prosecuted.

Pattonds Heidel berg residence
hunting lodge. It had beeammandeerdar his use by thgS
Army as was frequently done whédtroops first occupied
Germany.

Rita and | attended a dinner in #teactivelodgeafter
Patton died and was returned to its rightful owner. Rita and
thelodgeowner 6 s wi fe were bo-th mem
Amer i can Wo me n & snize&dltouhblp salze ol r o u p
animosities.
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The economy of Heidelberg was primarilycbasethe
university, tourism, publishing, and printing press
manufacturingBecause none had strategic value to the war, the
citywasnot a bombing target

Venerable and highigspectedHeidelberg University
with its thirty thousand studentgasseven hundred years old.

It recalled the ancient learning academies from more than two
thousand years earlier in Athéffse accomplishments of its
multi-disciplined teachers agidduates were worlehowned.

Butthe universitplsohad a darker sidEaty in the way
Hitler converted the universitytana foum for hissavag@&lazi
ideologyTheNazissacked all Jews frahefaculty and student
body. Most of th@i as well atheotherJevish city resideriis
weretakerto theirgrim fate in the Dachau Contation Camp.

The two Heidelberg synagogues were tordimedNazis also

showed their fascination for burningther placethroughout

the countrythe Reichstafederal parliament build)pmassive
bonfires to c¢omme ceonsorattoeksarti t | er ©
literature andincineratedgnmates of concentration camps.

When the war endedHeidelberg UWiversity quickly
returned to normal aftpurification bya rigorous dezification
process.

Anot her stain on Heidel ber gds
Hit | archiegl Hitler was intensely interested in architecture
and ari andMinister of Armaments and War Production. His
prosperous family made its home in Heidelberg. Speer employed
hundreds of thousands of forced labdrelsws, Slavs, and
othersi in fadories where they were mercilessly and
systematically starved and worked to death. If the prisoners were
ill, late for work, wealk, violators of factory work rules, exhausted,
unable to meet work norms, or disobedient, they were
summarily exterminated. &fthe Nuremberg trials, Speer was
sentenced to twenty yg@n Spandau Prison in Berlim1981
he died and was buried in Heidelberg.

Heidelberg had an unfortunate and tragic problem to deal with
in the 1960s and for many years thereafter. A German
phamaceuti cal company devel opec
thalidomide. It was predicted to cure colds, reduce pain, and
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eliminate morning sickness for pregnant wohhigx@ months

after its introduction, more than 10,000 babies were born with
appallingoirth defecté flippers for hands, deformed legs, and
missing limbs. Heidelberg became a treatment and rehabilitation
center for many of the afflicted victims.

It was not unusual to sdelidomide victims publicly as
they grew up antliedto lead normal livegVhile eatingn a
Heidelberg restaurartsawa young armless maitting alone
as heordeedhis meal. A stranger, without ®elhsciousness,
kindly and graciously cut his food and placeditic t abl e ma
mouth. In Germanyt is common to sharestaurant tables with
strangers when there are no open tables.

JohnDeerd s seni or European execut.
mansion high up a mountainside overlooking the Neckar River,

the OId City, and Heidelberg Casitlee SpringePublishing

Company habdeen a majgublishingoresene in Germany for

many decades.

Arriving as a guest at the Springer house was like
approaching spook house. A smadllleyran onsteemarrow
gaugeailroad tracks to take guests hundreds of feet from the
street level up the mountainside to the hémsiee dusk riders
with good imaginations could envisicarg creatusd wolves,
bears, and witché®m the pages o6r i ndfmoFsai iy Tal e
lurkingbehnd the gnarled oalkgaggyocks, andlenséushes.

The car was pulled by an electric winch and cable.

The viewfrom the Springer housger the vallegt sunset
was spectacular enough to makenthes oar i ng eagl es
and Aah. o

TheenchantinRomant i c City of Heidel be
a fine place for lovers tkiss dreamers to fantasizand
philosophers tponder.Theologianganseek divine guidance

and geniusesant heori ze on the origin
haven for artists todaub, musicians toegorm and
photographers to click t orefugeawherg@oetscanrhyme,
writerscanpen,and studentsancramand carry owith carefree

abandonbefore assuimg the burdens of adulthood. t 6 s a
location where tourists can gawk, eatan rowand hikers
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can rambld tnéver more than a short sttola restaurargr
barwherediners can tuck it away and drinkers can cradif.

itds a safe and undisturbed retr
of day and old people can dreartimoés pastvhiledozngon

park benches surrounded by rose bushes.
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Heidelberg Castle

Old Heidelberg Bridge
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GardenAl ong Phil osopher o

Paddle Boat on NeckamRiver
John, Frank, and Kathy

Swans on the Neckar River
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Map of Central Heidelberg
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Chapter3
OVERSEAS EXPANSION

With 85% of the worl dods cul't
expansidéor JohDeeres a nbrainer.

European Hay Wagons1940s

When I firstworkedas an engineer for thehnDeerecompany

in 1955, it was mediumsizedMidwestfocusedbusiness with
annual sal@sprimarily farm equipméntof $300 million. The
company president, who wadinDeer® s -graneéanthad
just died. His urbane 4@arold sonin-law, William Hewitt
from JohnDeerd s S an &esdranch, was elected to
succeedhim.

Hewitt, who lookeds ifhe was sent from a Hollywood
central casting office as the leading foam movie set a
aggressiveew course for the company. pig dynamic, broad
thinking people in key positions, shifted the company image to a
more cosmopolitan basis, set demanding objectives, and targeted
growth One of hedriving force during thequarter centurgf
Hewi ttds | eadeovesshasxpansioa.s aggr ess

He knew the companyath achieved impressive success
since its founding in 1837 basedlohnDeerd& mvention of
the steel plow, but he thoughhad become too cautioasd

30



complacentto meet the ambitioughanges andyrowth
objectives thdte envisioned.

Hewitt soon tooldtreeshaking action.One of his many
interests was the designd appearancef new products
factories and officesHe insisted that they lksesigned by
imaginative enginegssylistsand architects.

At the suggestioof Robert McNamara, his Harvard
Business School classmate and the president of Ford Motor
CompanyHewitt engaged worcenowned architedtinnish
AmericanEero Saarinerio designJohnDeerd s | magi nat i
new sevestory corporate headquarters on aaust00 acre
siteoverlookng the rich bottofand of the Rock River Valiay
Moline, lllinois. The new offitecompleted in 1964reflects
the characterof John Deerd® s agri cul gathy, al bu
exposedteelcorten) sructure; surroundinfields ofcorn and
soy beans and old farm buildings; refigdéike witlgeeseand
swaisi reminiscent of a farrpond; and a showroom for
displaying equipment against a backafraptifacts from rural
America.The companyheadquartersoon became a tourist
attraction and model for nanyother newcorporate campuses.

The new lilding projected the imablewitt wanted for
the prestigious international company that hei@mislohn
Deerewould soon becom@®aul Goldbemy, the architecture
critic for the New Ydr Timesdescribed the buildirand site:
"one of the most beautifully sited structures in ogpuEry
American architectur@jth an atmosphere of utter dignity and
serenity."

Simultaneousin St. Louisthe majesticGateway Ardf
also designed by Saargnivasbuilt Thearchand theJohn
Deereheadquarters aoeth grounded on symboligfithe land
and the wesnhature rainbowand eart}y vast prairies; riveérs
Rock, Missouri, and Mississjamd gopleassociated with the
weshi Jeffersonlouis & Clark andDeereas well alunters,
trappers, farmers, ranchers, explomisers, blacksmiths,
missionariesnerchantsand builders

Hewitt insisted that John Deere produbts/e the
fingerpring of industral designerHenry Dreyfuson the
blueprints. Dreyfus wash@vnedfor hisdesign ofmany other
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products: typewriters telephones, locomotives, pens, and
vacuum cleaners.

When Hewitt came to Molinghe John DeerdBoard of
Directors was made up of oldempany officials some were
JohnDeeredescendants. He lught new directors to the board
and he joined othdrusinessnd academic boards to help him
discover and bring home new ideas.

Hewitt broadened the perspective abhn Deere
management with conting education prograpexposure to
other cultures and business mqdgelgctively hiringid-career
people with proven specialty skifigolvement in Asian affgirs
and engagement of wiatlown artists and speakers to perform
at alllevelghroughout he company.

He set his eye @ohnDeerebecoming the industry leader
for farm equipment. At that time International Harvister
based on the invention of tmeechanicabrain reapeand
founded six years earlier tdahnDeeréi held the lead.

Hewitt said, OWe are not ai mi
aiming to be first in adohn our b
Deerewould be first by a long shot, but there would be many
intervening miles @good andad road to travel first.

Other strongcompetitors were: MinneagaéMoline, Allis
Chalmers, J.I. Case, Massey FergGsmas, Deutzand Ford.
Manyof themii includinggiant International Harvediewould
eventually go under or drastically restru¢haie operations
because othe prolonged emnomic downturnin the 198Qs
Claas and Deutz (German compayisyeversurvivedl was
familiar withmost ofthese companies and thi@irmequipment
from my boyhood dayggowing up on &outh Dakota farm

After establishing manufacturing operatiokgeixico and
Argentina,John Deerebought Heinrich Lanz AG,naailing
German farm equipment company, in 19%Ber overseas
companiesn France South Africa, Englandind elsewhere
wherewere also acquired

Sdisfying the unique farm equipment buying needs and
habits of customers in dozens of counitni&sirope, the Middle
Eastand Africavas a marketing and engineering challEinge
Dutch needed a slow tractor ocr
The Germas and others required powakeoffs(shafts to
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operate equipmenth the fronts of their tractors. The French
needed yellow headhlig to satisfy their road lawsaqi
customers needed wagons to catch the straw @orbine
harvestergthey usedt as abinder for making adobe building
bricks) The challenges were not always met with empathy and
dispatch; sometimésnericanandoverseabusinesspcesses

and practices clashed.

John Deere engineering and awketing departmentsn
Europe were managed bgambination otUSand European
employees. It took time to build trust, understanding, team work,
and cltural appreciation among them.

A different way of advertising apcbduct pronotions
was needeoh Germany. For majaorew poduct introduction
showsin Americahullabaloo (country music and entertainment)
is included asstandard fare. For Germans, this would be
frivolous; what counted for them wasgrious technical
information on horsepower, efficiency, and revolutions per
minute Music and entertainmemg¢refor afte-work hours.

ForUSemployees, @ould beperilous fotheircareers to
accept overseas assignments. They were separated from their
mentors and out of sight for career advancements. When they
were later repatriated to the,UBeir overseas work was
sometimes not well understood or appreciated. Some left the
company. But fosomeothers overseas work was recognized
and the experience leveraged them to higher posittans.
European sale@Brectorwho sat in an office acrdabe hall from
my work cubicleint h e ¢ o regiaalHeidetbergoffice
later becamethe John Deere CEO. And another young
American, also working in European sales, rose rapidly and
eventuallppecame CEO.

It was hard for employees to stop callingoterseas
business o0foreigndé as i f it wer
eye. The terms -wiGdeodas 60 winyd M
accepted wor ds t o describe t
international business.

The language of international comparmse&ndish.
Overseas managers and professionals had to learn English if they
had any hope of career advanceméfast Americans who
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were transferred overseas were less diligent in |¢aehaogl
languages.

Jokes abourd about the use of English and #ikeged
domineering nature of American managera&#rman friend
facetiouslgaidwhen lis colleagues weretmesponsivenough
to hisorders in Germarne switched to Engligh getprompt
action.

| visited an Opeduto factoryGeneral Motors subsidia
in KaiserslauternGermany An employee joked that the day
before, companyisitors from Detroitcame to thefactory.
When they stepped outside for lurtble,visitorsput up their
umbrellas even though it veesminny day. They explaindsiud
itd miningin Detroito

Several of us wagllfairly diligently to learn Germaith
various degrees of succéssplainedtoaind, ol can
fluent bad German if it is spoken slowly with the vocabulary of
a tenyear old and the subject isengineerig and
manufacturing. o

In the mid1960s, worried teams JithnDeereexecutives and
employee$requentlymetin Europeanhotels and conference
roomsin communities where tlm®mpanyownedbusinesses
They were trying to improve sales gmeled up achieving
profitability. Some of the local managers complained that they
had to spend so much time preparing for exeauiéings
they had little time to manage their factories and §iades.o
Times were difficult; it seemed to sdnegen a f& in senior
management positidghshat success in thieuropearmarkes
wasamirage.

Selling equipment in competition with many smaller,
locally entenched companies was difficktmers were loyal
to their traditional tractor and combine supplieisnDeer® s
hope that theompetitorsvould quickly fade away in the face of
a more powerful companyith better productsvas wishful
thinking.

It was a difficult time for the sendwhnDeereexecutives
They had to explain to the board of directors whgeasgisales
and profit objectives were not being met.
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Some senior officers and boardhembers became
impatient with the large and persistent Eurojp@aamcialosses
Theyadvocated quick way ouby forming a new company
combinngJ ohn Deereds ovdheassetssof oper .
anotherinternationalequipmentcompar. This option was
never acted upon.

The JohnDeerefactories in Germany Vehighly visible
coneshapedwvater towers thdobok like giant Martini glasses.
The Germa f i nanci al press deri siv
funnel s. 0

During my time in Germany, a black clpedsistently
hung over the companyds Europea
marketing problems were like a chronic headache.

The modernization ¢fiefactoriesand productshowever,
moved along at steadypace. As management and technical
problems were sorted out, the factories were eventually able to
supplythe requireéquipmento the market.

My limited role while I lived in Germany was to work as
an engiaer and assist in providing modern manufacturing
facilities But due to the clodanit nature ofJohn Deer® s
American resident community, | had the opportunity to
associate with people in all areas of the business, especially
marketing and sales. By listening and asking questions, | had the
chance to hear something about
European business. tinyears later, after | gained more
experience and after | started my own business, | did not fully
appreciatéhat the marketing and financial needs of businesses
areamonghe most intractabbnd difficultareago manage.

After years of heartbreaksddosses, the expansion by
John Deereinto overseas mark@tespecially in Europe
would prove to be ammensesuccess. The experiengaised
during hedifficult earlyyears would become the building blocks
for further worldwide compargrowth Eventuallyoverseas
sales would approach half of th
would define William Hewitt and his management team as
international business visionaries.
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Early John Deere Logo

The Smithsonian’s original
1838 John Deere steel plow

First John DeereSteelPlow
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Chapter4

LIVING IN GERMANY

If you reject the food, ignore the customs, fear the religion, and ¢
the people, you might better stay home.
fi JamsMichener

Villa Rosa Lyons Home)
Richard WagnerStrasse 11Handschushem

if | had hired an architect to design a handdeidelbergl
would have modeled it after our rented row house at Richard
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WagneStrasse 11 where | lived with my family faryears in

the mid1960s. On the ground flowerethelivingroom, dining

room, kitchen, and hiabath.Each of the upper two floors had
three bedrooms and a full bath. The house was built over a full
basement exposé¢al the back yard and under a sknighed

attic. The floors throughout wemonfigured in an oak
herrindbone design. Thsturdy curved groundfloor-to-attic

stairs and ample wood trim demonstrated the skillfulness of the
builder.

Floor designations in Germaagd throughout Europe
confuse American$hefirst floors are ground floors. The next
floor wp is thefirst floor; in the US it would be the second floor.

Thetanstucco exterioof our housend red tile roofves
set offbya pair oimagnolia trees in tkenallfenced front yard.

The back of the house, with iron balconies off each room,
supporte mature wisteria vines with ropey trunks that extended
to the roof. The vines profusely bloomed twice a year with lush
clusters of lavender flowers. The fenced back yard was large
enough for a fl ower garden, a
box and fay equipment.

A visitor who had beea soldier irthe US Army during
the war saiavhen his unitobbedlow-intensity explosivesto
housedike ourgo dislodgeenemysoldiers, théoosely setoof
tileslifted off likedry, autumneaveslying aroundn a puff of
wind.Theundamaged tilesuldberesetand the houses quickly
re-inhabied.

Our house was wdikatedwith hot water radiators. We
ordered heating oil annually and pumped it into a steel tank in
the basement.

There was no gardgend limited need for one. The
weather was mild aagarking place at the curb was understood
to bereservedor the use of thadjacenhouse occugnt.

When we vacated the house four years later, we decided if
we ever returned to live, we wourdto rert the same house
again

Moving from thdJSto Germany and its different culture
was relatively easy fox JohnDeerealready had a number of
USfamilies living in the Mannheand Heidelbergrea and the
US military was a hugpresence throughoull of West
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Germany. Other large international companies were also
present. TheesidentlohnDeereemployees provided a safety
net to give a helping hand to newcomers. With their help, Rita
and | rapidly settled into the local domestic and social routine.

West Germany was still heavily occupiedSmilitary
forcesremaining since the end of the V&reets, restaurants,
bars, stores, historical sites;skipes, trains, and airports
teemed with Gls and their families, civil service personnel, and
military contractors.

USmilitary personnel were especially prevalent in Bavaria
where many of thiine holiday resorts had been requisitioned at
the end of the walGls enjoyed many privilegepecialcar
licensestaxfree gasoline, wallockedmilitary commissaries,
schoolsand medical facilities.

SomeGls chose to live exclusively withinithmailitary
compounds Othes 0 we nt O rhaytleamer to speak
Germarand associated mostly with German people. There were
mary interculturaarriages.

Rita soondarned to drive our VW bugdhalugh for the
first few weejkesr,kyiot bwassi nae scsh e rsi
before handled a stiskift. She had the fdiime use of our car
because | rode to Mannhefion work with a fellowemployee
who drove a companyrca

With Ritads friends to visit
activities, bridge games, coffee gatherings, clubs, and local tours
for visitorspur car engine seldom cooled down. Heidelberg and
the surrounding aresmonb e c a me her amdimostnet o wn
peoplewham she met quickly became her friend

Shecould easily walk to neighborhood stores for groceries,
drugs, meat, bread, and dairy products. All shoppsgrshearr
purchases in their oweusablenesh bags. The waste of throw
away bags woultk unacceptable to the thrifty Germans who
still vividly remembere@cute post war shortages Small
merchants traditionally cater to the tastes, needs, and interests of
their clientsvith the utmost helpfulnes®urtesy, and kindness.

The first time Rita went to the nearby grocery store, she
asked for daily milk delivery service to our house. The proprietor
was not willing to deliver when she found that we lived so close
to the store. Dailfood shopping was ghnorm; refrigeratars
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the size of large beer coglerswer e only i ntended
supply of éod.

Germans are especially fond of dagsoldladysaid the
only wayshe could safely cross a wide street or a city square and
avoid being run dowy aggressivenotoriss was to take dr
dog with ler; ro driver would evédrarma dog.

All shopping had to bearefullyscheduledon Sundays
stores and gas statiorlesed. A few designated drug stores
remained open f@mergernes.

We enrolled our daught&athy, in nearbyMark Twain
VillageElementary Schadrhis facility wagreviousha part of
a German military compount@he school was operated by the
US Department of Defensét was like daransplanteghiece of
America with all the trimmingdS stylestudy coursedyus
service taur doorstep, sport&irl ScoutsAmerican teachers,
and USstyle extracurricularactivities. The military accepted
norrmilitary American students ocashuition payment

Ritawas educated attgirls convenschools. Many of her
US schoolmates andr i ends were from owhi
circles. Sheag not accustomed totheo | di ereérthy use 0
Engl i sh. Kat hyds army bus some
written on its side. Rita asked a friend what some of the words
meantHer friend explained the words but was astonished that a
thirty four year old married woman hadslech a protectdie.

Our social life was usually with other Americaritish
people, althougtve alsosocializedvith Germans when there
was a good enough combination of English and German
speaking skills. We had an active social life with a wide variety of
people. Much ofitaws due t o Ritads .popul a
Peoplewereattracted to heas if she wermagneticmost of
them wanted her to becotheirfriend.

Shewas easily identifiable by her signature clothes: Chanel
stylesuits for day wear and swighigated cddail dresses for
evenings.

My favorite of all of hezoatswas her Kinsale cloak that
we bought for a pittange the villageof Kinsalein southern
Irelandi a floorlength flowingblack wool robe with awide
hood andexposedelly green, silk lininghe wore it for years
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onSt . P Bay, rshe todkédslikethe inspiation for the
ancient Irish ballaaboutthe loveliest lass in the county

Star ofthe County Down

From Bantry Bayp toDerry Quay
From Galway to Dublin Town
No maid I've seen likke fair colleen
That | met in the County Down

Inviting friendsto our homefor an evening of high
spirited conversation and a wioeified dinner was often our
way of socializing

Few were the company visitors to Germany who did not
eat a meal in our dining room. | came home from work one
evening andound our dinner guest was already in our living
room with Kathy. He said Rita was at the hospital emergency
room with thregyearold John. InJ o h usuakfashion, he had

ignored Ritads s oascisdorsandhishamde not

He fell down a flight of outside concrete stairs and stuck the
blades in his forehead; the damage was quickly repaired with a
few stitchesRita wasdrrified that he had put out an dyer

years, Kathy reminded all who would listen that John was the

onaughty babydé and she was the

A heawyset, middle ageGerman woman rang our
doorbell a few weeks after we established our Heidelberg
residency. Shadle. BecleahhouseMie wérk a u
hard.? OKOG

Rita quicklYguarchid.i ed, 0 OK.

Frau Worle stayed with us for four years. She kept our
housespotless and occasionally coakgdsupper when Rita
and the children wesavayHer homemade spatzle (noodles)
were a welcome tre&the soon became a warm and welcome
part of our householtlVe never knew who sent her to our door
to ask for work.

She loved twgear old John. She called KahaiZlittle
treasure.) When Rita, Kathy, and | were awaips she and
her husband sometimes tashnto stay with thenmn their
apartment ando go away forweekend bus trips to the
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mountains and forestalong with their tent and cgmng
equipment. When we returned, John did not always like to come
home because of the fun and freedom he hadamhdatings

with the Worles.

On weekends Rita and | tried to sleep late. Kathy liked to
get up early and walke toprepareher breakfast. She knew we
would be cross with her for waking us too early so she poked
John to make him cry until we got up to care for him. Decades
later she admé@édtoheot r eachery. 6

Many of the residenUS military personnel in the
Heidelberg area lived in rented housing throughout the
communi ty. They <called it ol i v
Captain Calderwelhd his wife lived next door to us. He drove
a Jaguar sport car. When he came to our housmivisits,
he lowered Bisix foot plus frame tmour living room floor
and pretended he was drivingthis.@Hg noisily shiftedears
revved up the engine, honked, backfired, and skiridieels
all verbally. My children loved plisyful raucous its.

For hours each day, our next door neighbor lady and her
dog stared out the opeasementvindow with their arnfis
front legs in the case of the fogsting on a small oriental rug
hung out over the windowsitiouses did not have window
screens. The pdook in the fresh air and maintained vigil over
all neighborhood activities.

It was common to hang carpets, bedding, and clothing out
windows to air them in the sun and frestGarmans consider
as much fresh air and sun as postitidehealthy, hygenic, and
wholesome.

A neighbor rented out her thifidor rooms to university
students. Thin ropes sloped down from the dormer windows to
the front yard picket fence with an attad¢imechn fashioned for
efficiently sending notes or small items up amch.dit saved
walking up the stairs.

When rooms were rented out, it was easy to maintain
privacyfor the house occupariiscause of the German habit of
closingalldoors when entering or leaving rooms.

Our neighborhood was quiet and safe. There was a small,
restful municipal rose garden with benches a few doors away
from our house. Kathy liked to ride her bicycle through the

43



garden and around the community to look over the fences at the
flower gardens droccasionallgt cagedr leashegets. When

John was a little older, she raced around with him on their bright
red, footpowered rollers (scootetbe universal transpoiitat
vehicle for local children.

Spring in Germany is like trip to fairyland fmitih tree$
apples, pears, plums, and chérridessoming likdillowing
white and pink cloud$.hr i fty | and owners
beauty in the spring and bountifrdit harvest in the fall.
Thriftiness was also evident in the countryside and/ilisgdis.

Very small plots of land were often planted into tiny vineyards
or hayields.

On ourfrequentweekend drives, vaéten drove through
the lush farmland surrounding Hihérg and Mannheirilost
of the farm cropsare similar to those grown in thdS
Midweski oats, rye, wheat, and barlégweverwe never saw
corn fields Orchardsand turnip fieldarealsoprevalentThe
giant turnips were fed to farm animalsoccasiongt sawplots
of hopswith their pyramighaped drying oasts (hajrging
kilns) andextensiverineyardsoftenon steep hills facing south
to catchthesun rays.

Farm layoutaredifferent fom what we knew in the US
the fieldsare smaller and the houses and farm buildangs
clusteed in villages rather than each farm.

Wildlife isvaluedand conserveth Germayw, but after
millennia of human developmenthe animalspecies and
habitatshave greatlgvolvedfrom earlier erasSome of the
remaining animals are deer, baddexes hedgbkogs, ha®
owls, wild boarand adders There were alsmajesticstorks
recenthbroughtback from near extinction.

Chimneg of lage houses and church steeples are
sometimes surrounded near the top with iron work suitable for
two meter widestork nestsTo have white storks, with their
blacktipped wings and tails in residerawe the roof is
considered speciatreat.

When Ritads piednthnus forseverad summesst e r
her father often sat in tlsmallneighborhoodosegarden and
talked to other strollers, visitors, and dogs. He remembered a
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little of the Germanthat he had learned in school as a aohild
Rock Island, Illinoiand from his mother who had, as a teenager,
emigrated to thgSfrom Alsace in northeast France

My mother and four othéamily memberalso visited us
for several weeks as thagcharged their battedem the
middle of adngthyEuropean tour.

Rita reveled in the comradeshijph our visitors and
house guests and the opportunity for sharing with them the
adventure of living in a different culture and the endless sights
of our Heidelbergommunity Sheliked to rent a Volkswagen
minibus to drive visitors to places of intéresften on
overnight trips. She fit in well with aggressive German drivers
with her heavy accelerator foot.

I welcomed visits from Ritabd:
the same kind of booksatl liked;he gavehemto me when
he was through with themisHtunningrerbabook reviewsere
standardlinner tablentertainmerit whetheiother dinersvere
interested or notle liked to readhistory andbiograply books
andstoriesaboutarchitectureandadventure

My fathefin-law, a fellow engineemever gave me
professional advice, but he hadyredages that | found useful:
End meetings five minutes before dtsegverWhen you direct
a person to do a task, never tell him how to. &eadple who
wait fa green lights get left behind.

While | was away orbasiness trip, he took the family to
supper at the nearby Tééduser Hotel dining roommost
Europeanhotels include good restauraitéile eating, John
had a major rupture in his diapers. To contain the mess, my
fatherin-law pulled off the table clothdy with the help ahe
sympathetiovaiter, completely wrappkomh in it to takehim
homefor clearup. The waiter receivedhat was probabthe
biggest tip ohis life

When John was two and a half yearsanttiohouse
brokend Rita enrolled him in Switus School as a pre
kindergarterstudent; he attendélde schoofor threeyearsit
was two blocks from our house a quiet street seldom visited
by town residents or tourisRita enjoyed the daily walking
ritual.
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The schoolvas connected to the astlehurch in the area,
originally built in 2050he church crygtcontain the elaborate
stonetombsof knights and noble personages from the dim past.
Full size ®ne carvingof the tomb occupants streéctout on
top of the tombsThe men areesplendent iarmorand mail,
while eternallygripping their weapons. Thediculously
exaggerated mounding of the loaranorsections attesb the
knightsdpride intheirmasculinity

We occasionally attended Surmttaych services the St
Vitus chuch, but more oftenwe droveseveral mile® Mark
Twain village to theS militarychapel.

John dressed like all of the other bayshis schodi
lederhosen and a green felt hat wileasher shouldebag
containing a fresh roll for his mmtbrning snackRita walked
with him to and from school. His nurturing teacher was Tante
(Aunt) Heidi John learned to speak fluent German. He made
friends easily with his school mates and developed-goniagsy
seltconfidenii and sometimes rambunctistiddé thatstayed
with him for lifelt was easy for John tediin either the German
or Amercanculture

Hesoon | earned a childrenos
Heidiand taught it to Ritd heyrecited it endlessly:

Alle Meine Entchen

Alle meine Entchen
Schwimmaunf dem See
Kdpfchen in das Wasser
Schwanzchen in die Hoh

All My Little Ducks

All my little ducks
Swimming on a lake
Little heads in the water
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Little tails in the air

St Martins Dayon 11INovembeyis amancient agricultural
and religious holiday in much of Eurofa start the
celebration, man representing St. Martin rides a horse through
the villagestreets leadinggnose with a string around its neck
and aparade ofchildrencarrying illuminated paper lanterns
containingcarefully placedandles The children singpecial
songshonoring the occasioh o hkmindesgarteparticipated in
the parades.

While on home leaeo t he U. S j ust aft

Dayfi as we landed in Chicagdhe evening Johnlooked out
the plane window and saw trderly brightly-lit car traffic on

the streets bel ow. He sai d, 00

LaternParaddownt her e . 0

She said, 0 N o the hdadlights,focatsh o s e
driving on the streets. o

He seemed to accept her explanation, but several days later

i

he said to his grandfather, oY

Latern®aradeve s aw f r om o uTherepvhsano e wi
uncertaintyn his mind about what he had deen

In 1967 ar Handschuhsheimigéborhood celebrated its
thousaneyear anniversary with speechgsrades and
marching bearded men dressed in animal haghelcarrying
clubsor spears on their shoulddnwas awed witthe pageantry
of the communitgs it celebrated its distaggone timed was
evenmore awed whea local historian explained that @edts
and Romanspreviouslyoccupied the aremore thantwo
thousand yeaisefore the age @hristianity. The surrounding
farms andcommuniies arestrewn wih Celtic artifacts and
Roman building materials.

One oftheotherplaces where we attendédrchwasthe
ancient Benedictine monastery, Stiiuberg on a bluff
overlooking the Neckar River Valley and the villages below. The
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church had individual, carved oak seats facing the sides of the
altar for each of the monks. It was surrounded by orchards,
fields, a school, and a dairy farm. Sunday donations were
oextdbabyed bearded, grizzled, e
a gnome who was about retmlgoaroundthe far turn of the

road to eternity. Decades later | returned to the church and
therdl to my astonishmeimthe was, still poking his long
wooden pole with its lgeer socKike bag on the end in front of

the attendees to entice donations. Apparently for him the road

to eternity was very long.

While Rita was away for a few days with friends for a
sightseeing tour of Vienna, | bought a Heaiged Dachshund
puppy. Tk chil dren and | me t Rit acd
Heidelbergraindepot and surprised her with the little fur ball
in a cardboard bokexplained my logic for buying the dog by
guoting comedianRobert Benchley A dog teaches ehild
fidelity, perseverance, and to turn around three times before
lying dowrd  Weefly namedher Noodles and then changed
her name tdPeanuts. She became a good pal, sleeping mate,
understanding confidanand traveling mate to the children for
the next fifteen yesr

Kathy amused herself bgmetimeseferring toour dog
bythe name she had read ongedigeepapes, Elenavonder
SchneideKlauer.

Germans love all animals, especially dogsare allowed
in restaurants and most stores and public plaweerystores
are an exceptipbut rings are provided outside for temporarily
tying unhappy dogehile their owners shop

German much more than English, makes a aledrigid
distinction betweeiormal se(you) andfamiliar du(you).The
familiar form is used with dogs and other animals. It is also used
when speaking to God, family, children, lovers, and a handful of
intimate friendswWhen old friends decide to swifcbm the
formal tothe informal formof speakingit is usually witta
seriousceremony such as a toasBtoderschéstotherhood)
while locking arm#lost of the time, the formal formused

A rough comparisai familiar and formalpeaking old
Englishis 0 he& ando Houo
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A company employeadh been raised in the US in a rural
Germanspeaking familpgnd communityHe only knew the
familiarspeakindorm. When he spoke to strangerGermany,
it was incomprehensible to them that he did not speak formally.

Kathy was ecstatic when there was ighberhood
chil drends ani mal parade. She g
in the parade. She won a prize for her beauty and her costume.
Rita loved to participatéth the childreim such affairs.

The kind of dog a person owns can be part of his persona
A tall, elegantyoungcouplewith a pair of stakg white Saluki
dogs on leashdsequentlywalked around our neighborhood
looking likemodels for thdeature pagef a slick Hollywood
movie star magazin&hile having haircut in a neighborhood
barber shop on a Saturday morning, | thumbed through a typical
barber shopabloid magazirend saw a feature article about the
couplewho we had seewalking in front of our houseThe
article saidniey were iprisonfor fraud. As they paraded in a
posh Baltic Sea resort hotel, a rich Texan took a shine to the
headsnap beautifulemale half of the couple and offered to
Obuy herd6 to take home. He paid
money, buthe couple skedaddled dam@wva s unabl e to
d el i of @srpyrc¢hase.

|l coul dndt wait t o Riasabokt h o me
our glamorous, but notorious, neighborhood celebritieglWWe f
privileged talirectly observe such a juesyentunfolding in our
staid neighborhab

MayDay is apring celebration in Germay children.

In our neighborhood,maypoles were erected with long
streamers hanging down and flowers on the top. The children
dance, sing, and walk around the poles im@catepatternas

they braid the streamers togethehiggercommunitiedarger

poles are erected with elaboratatyed religious and historical
scenes configured on long cross Bdrs. children also carry
woodenMayDay sticks with pointed ends. They impale-eight
inch diameter soft pretzels on the poRit loved to learn the
rituals and help the children participate in célesaand
holidays that wereew to us.

It was sometimes a challenge for our daughter, Kathy, to
live in Germany while she tenaciouslg bn to her American
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identity. Years | ater she refl e
varieties of delicious wursts and mustards, | thought it a treat to

go to the house of a friend with R3Smilitary store) privileges

for buying Oscar Meyer balonayg Brenchyellow mustard. We

used these precious i ngredient
c ont i nuyeals, aftedretorming to the ,USvas the girl

who wadilifferenffrom my schoolmatesoé

By thetime we returned home to the,U8hn had no
American idetity to hold onto. He brought his German identity
home with him: he peed on thgeass(as little boys did in
Germany)had to be told what window screens werérfed
to shake hands with his school matesh dgyasked for Is
passport for travellirgcross the Mississippi River from lllinois
to lowg insisted that roosters crowddckeriki(not cockle
doodledoo) and dogs barkeapwy vov (not bow wow; and
complained to his mother because she could not buy his favorite
cheesequark(a unique Germanheese similar to American
cottage cheese.)

It was years after returning home before the children
stopped calling Ritdutti(Mommy) and switched to Mom.

For a period of timan GermanyKat hy 0 s proud
possession was heewGirl Scoutdress. She wore it every day
while we were on a two week vacation in Yugoslavia. She would
only remove it tahange tther swimming suiior playing on the
beachin front of our hotel.

Rita loved to work with the Girl Scouts fromtKay 0 s
schoolwhen they had camping outinipe US Army soldiers
assisted byrovidng field toilets, water, stes, tents, and
security as gcouting evestvere military exercises.

Strictly enforcedity regulationgalled for twice per year
chimney cleaning lacertifiedSchornsteinfég@mney sweep
Our sweeper came on a bicycle withdmghandled brushes
andcleaning paraphernalia tied on a rack behind his bicycle seat.
He wore a black stoy#pe hat and black clothes as was
traditional for hisancientand honoredrade.According to
tradition, @ildren who touch chimney sweepe assured of
good luck for the coming months.

Rita liked the ceremony tbfeir visits. When our young
sweepewent into our attic fochimney access, he commented
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on theoutgrom ¢ h i | d rseRitadgave theotgys to him for

his newborn son. It bonded their relationship. Some say the
strict laws for chimney sweeping went into effect throughout
Europe after a fire in a bakery on Pudding Lane started the Great
London Fire of 1666

Eating in Germany is a passion. If a restaurant serves a bad
mea)] its continued existence is in jeopatgrmangiemand
qguality food. Americadinersseldom find totallyunfamiliar
diskes on restaurant menunsidering @t many German
foodsarealreadknownto them fromthe German immigrants
who migratedo the US Chefs preparmeals withmeticulous
attention tosubtle spicing,quality ingredients arattractive
presentations/Naiters steer diners to the appropriate wines to
complementhe menu item<aing in Germanrestaurantss
usuallyaspeciaévent and a joyogsremony.

White asparagusserved with hambutter, and new
potatoesjs a favoritepring mealin southernGermany.The
asparagus grown undemounded so#o the sunloesnotturn
the spearsgreen.It is to vegetables what crocuses are to
floweisi a harbinger ofpring We lived near th&erman
asparagus capit&chvezingen where the oOonobl
honored with an annual festival accompanied by coacdrts
theatrical performaneén the interest of not appearing boorish,
| neveradmitted that | did ndind white asparagasy tastier
than the tradibnal green varigtybut the accompanying
festivties made worthwhile.

A sayingin Italy on eatingcould applyequally wellni
Germanyo One never grows ol d at the

Konditoreis whichare located in every neighborhood in
Germany, Switzerlancand Austria, are like community
institutions.Theyaresimilar toAmerican coffee shojsit on
steroidsBrightly lit glass cases artistically display fresh pastries
cakesstrudelsfruits, nut breadssoupsice creanand the house
specialtigs a feast for the eye and nasewell as the mouth
The drink menus are long: coffee, tea, hot chosadsswine,
and beerKonditores are the perfect place for morning or
afternoon breaks with friendr those without friends to chat
with, there are racks wiult-languageewspapensiounted on
sticks for easy holding and readMigimeskonditoreigook like
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library reading rooms. Many customers also come to play games,
write, and read at the small marble top tables. There is a saying

in Vienna, 0Ti me a kohditmep)dute ar e
only the coffee is fdurmdn @t otl kees
in the wall o6 to f i foralny edrepseirgonr edc
sitting room. Homey service is always offered. In some
konditorison cold days, heat radiates from colorful floor to

ceiling glazed tile stoves set into the walls. Wet, colbbdegs

the deedent comfort provided by the stoiresnd also a

discrete offering frompastry plate

In Germanythe community police set wgmallstations
throughout cies A single room on the ground floor of a house
served our neighborhood. Althougle never had need for
police servicesgyefelt thatour property and family were quite
securéecause of theirearby pesence.

Police cars and emergency vehicle sirens in Germany emit
a sound unusual to American ears; phoneticaljrgthgsound
asifthemr e s ayyiDi-gy 6 Di noneMyrcliideen n g
called them odirty cars. o

After my first year living in Germany, | discontinued
working on Saturday mornings. We started the habit of making
weekendvisits to favored Heidelberg antique shops. The
wartime necessity of selling items dug up from bombed building
rubble or from troves of family heirlooms to barter for food and
heating coal still lingered on. Fine items such as clocks, carved
religious figures, and intricate chests were displayaiiiyes
shopsand offered at affordable prices. The origin of some of the
antiques was subjeéctdark speculation.

Our children found the visits to the antique shops
endurable when the proprietors knew us better and started giving
them treatso eatand allowng them to play with their cats and
dogs. They particularly favored Hermanlargglethargic tan
dog.

Although Kathg$ school mates were primarily the children
of Gls, Civil Service employees, and military support civilians,
many had different backgnuls than were typical in this
One of her friends who came to our house for play visits was
Lucinda. She hach &sian/AmericanGl father and a French
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mother. With her tilted red beret, flaring skirts, and dainty step,
there was no doubting Henenchcomection

John often played at the house of his friend, Renate, who
lived a few blocks away. She was the daughtdoloh2eere
execuiveJ ohnds continued wel come wa
Renate tried to saw off the leg of an antique wardrobe. The house
wherehe visitedRenateavas big enough to be a hotel; in fact it
was once a home for elderly people. It was built and occupied by
Graf Ferdnandvon Zeppelin the famous inventor of lighter
thanair aircraft. Aftethe mellowness that came franfiew
glasses of wine at the dinner table, those with active imaginations
and a sense of history could imagmperimentaimodel
Zeppelins (dirigiblgswooping arounthe chandeliersnder
the thirteen foot high ceilings.

When | came home from work, two treats always awaited
me: the excited greeting of our dog, and the latest edifioa of
New York Herald TribBaes Editiomhe paper contained reew
and a column by Americsatiricajournalist, Art Buchwald. He
was a master of writing about naive Americans in Eamdpe
the French. He usually featured hinasdlifs columnas a rustic
booh

One of hisfunnie articles was about traveling through a
famous vineyard district of France. At the first stop, he gulped
down a small glass of wine that was offered to him for tasting.
His refinedand welconnecteccompanionexplained how to
swirl the win@around in his wuth to absorb the taste and aroma
and then to spit it out on the dirt flodrtbe wineagingcave or
in a ospitting bucket .o

For the last stop of the day they visited the world
renownedRothschildvineyard. They tastédh e bfeesto n 6 s
wine inhisluxuious oakpaneled library with valuable oriental
rugs on the floofFor this last sampling, it was expected that the
tasters would swallowetiwvine Clueess Buchwald puckered up
to spit out thecostlywineafter tasting jitit was implied that he
was about tepit it onthe preciouscarpetin the closing line of
the article, his friend screairfealt probablytoo laté 0 N!o
No! No6 CommentingoBuc hwal dés | atest st
wasalways suitable for conversation openers at cocktail parties.
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CeldratingChristmas in Germaig/not unlike in theS.

The Germairs originateddecorating pine trees f@hristmas
fanciful tree ornamentsand advent wreathes and calendars
oSilent Night (actuallyvrittenjust across the border in Austria)
and gingdiread houses. Christmiasa quiet, peaceful time.
Lightingis mostly confined to subdued white giving the season
an ethereal radiance

It was a pleasuiebut a very cold ofieto visit the
sprawlingannual outdoor Kris Kringle Market in Nuremberg to
buy Chrstmas items: decorations, trinkets, food, crafts, trees,
gingerbread men and houses, wreathes, candles, candy, and
carvednutc r acker s. Ritabds capacity
more Christmas decorations was without limit.

We had our traditiondmily Christmas celebration on
Christmas Eve in our home in Heidelbélhge n we cal | ed
parents in theUS transatlantic phone calls were costly
infrequentand brief.

Rita was raised in a household with lovingdiaetimes
overlyprotective parents. Sh@wed that our children would be
raised with fewer restrictions. Wiieeywanted to buy treats,
she put them alone ostaeetcdr the narrow gauge interban
OEGH that passed a blodrom our house and sent them
downtown to visit a favorif@ace, HorterbepartmenSore.

They liked to buy Danish Lego blocks (not yet widely available
in the US.)

Kathy tolerated John, who was fourrydaer junior,
because he spok&erman and acted as her interpreter. Store
clerks were accustomedhildrenacting agamiy interpreters.
Many oguest workerso6 from Turke
and Italy could not speak German; their school age children
spoke for them in stores.

When Kathy was eight years old siele her First
Communion. We asked her what she would like for a present to
celebrate the occasion. Shaswered oLunch at
EuropdscheHo f R e s The testaunartt wad in the most
elegant hotel in the city. She wore her white First Communion
dress ad bridawreathdecorated veil. Tis#iff professionabait
staffand elite guests clucked dver as if she were a princess.
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Because dhe favorable and stable exchange rate between
the GermarDeutschmarlknd theJSdollar pne Deutschmark
exchangeablfor one US quarterfrequent weekend family
excursions weigfordable Rita and | looked for nearby places
of historical and picturesque interest for our weekend outings. It
took other criteria to satisfy and entertain Kathy and John. For
weeks after we spent a weekend in a quaint and historical village
of Colmar in Alsac&rance, the children could only @ifikhe
residenstriped, gragat, Figaro.

The finest evening dining ever for Rita and meawas
Silvestrend(New Y e a Ev@)sdinner in 196%lso at the
Europgischer Hof Hotel restaurant. The elegant -aldrld
restavant was the best in Heidelberg. | dressed in my best blue
suit and Rita in her finest cocktail dress and new mink stole that
| gave her for a Christmas present. The formal dress of the
restaurant staff rivaled that of the spit and polish of the British
Cdd Stream Guard (the Beefeaters) at morning inspection. The
dining tables surrounded the intricately inlayed wood dance
floor. Music was provided by a stringed ensemble playing
classical and traditional folk music. It was well worth using up
most of our mathly entertainment budget for sucHiree
evening splurge.

| framed the evening dinner menu that was wititdre
wide margin®f a copy of anineteenth century painting of
university students with their colorful fraternity saghiésthey
drank, smoked andateat a table set wqutsidan the Heidelberg
Castle courtyard. The fare for the eveningad®bsterfrom
Helgolangd soup with truffles and goose livemgst Virginia
turkeywith pineapplecranberry saucerench peas; artichake
asparagugpsears; tomatoes; and potatédéso Brussels chicory
saladvas servednd for desert, parfaits ur p r wafesdé wi t h

The end of the menu concluded wiivester 1965
Unsere@&sten und Freundgrsehen wir eagkdiches, gutes und
gesunddeues JaifirProsit Neujahr 19@8ew Yearl96% We
wish our guests and friends good luck and a good and healthy
New Yeafi A toastto the New Year, 1966)

After the dinner, @& eased our humbied VW out from
the hotel parking lot full of haughty MerceB&$\, and Opel
Senator cafissome with patiently waiting chaufféuand
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euphorically drove homéhe framed mentnangs to this day
with ourfavorite picturesen our hall wall.

An American workcolleagueand his wifewere often
dinner guest at our housbeyredprocatedy inviting us tde
their guestsn a Heidelbergestaurant. When | told Rivee
would eat athe eleganSibenerHirschRestaurardcrossrom
the HolyGhost Church on Market Squaske wadelighted; it
was one of her favorites. Tlegurelydinner lasted for more
than two hourgiving ample time to enjoy each coursecack
wine Ourmwoadlddd waiter was attent.
we finished our meal, our Amer. i
bringing you tdhis crummy placeWe wasted too much time
between coursesur wine glasses were poured only halfl full
hadt o s cr a p e ff myrsteakamai toak Yose\der tmget
the bill. We should have been out oéfrea halh o u ®@n.oudr
short drive home Rita and | continuedsavor our meal and
recalled he bi bl i cal guotation aboui
swine. o

We became agginted with Annette Fahramondai
remarkably talented and beautiful woman, who was the young
German wife of an Iranian doctor. She was an acuiess a
painter. We hired her to paint four oil pictures for us: a large
portrait of Rita, Kathy, and John as they gazed at a s@ashell
childrends favorite stuffed ani
after the animals would become memories from theapdst
two paintingsof our children wearingraditional German
costumes.

FrauFahramondi moved to Iran with her husband and two
children before the Shah was deposed and strict Islamic code
was imposedNo further communication was ever again possible
with Mrs. Fahramondi. Weafed for her welfare under the
harsh new religious regime.

One of the most celebrated holidays in central and
southern German is pkentenFaschifigcalled Fat Tuesday,
Carnival,or Mardi Gras in other countries. It is a time for
rambunctious revelry, unrestrained behavior, elaborate parades,
energetic dancing, masked balls, flamboyant costumes,
exuberant singing, andrestraine@ating and drinkirigall in
preparation for the cong austerity of Lent during tharty
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days preceding East®ome of our best times were at costumed
Faschimmrties. Many say it is unwise to loolcloselynto the
paternity of children born nine months af@schirsgason.

Because Rita handled tnafsour personaaffairs, we had
time in the evenings and weekends to discuss daily happenings,
school meetings, neighborhood eveartd, thel i ves of Ri i
friends, activities in th&S military community, German
cust oms, Ri t ads theadaily iliveseof auo c i a l
children.

My work involved stress, pressure, and ankietyour
home waslways sanctuargf calmness.

On most evenings after supper, talking, atithguhe
children to bed| went to the office beside our bedroom and
studied engineering drawinggorrespondenceand work
documents$ or readnonworkrelated booksOur bedroom
and the office had a connecting dé&tita went to beearly
where shsat upreadngher favorite mystery stories.

My office was furnished in massive waémd red leather
chairs andwellusedorientalrug al | from Ritads f
when he retiredlhey overpowed the roomi but they were
free.

Rita and Hid not thinkvisitorshad the right to disrespect
and mock théocalculturewhen it was differefitom ours We
shared remarks that we overheard from people who should
never have left the corn and bean fieldb&f homes in the
Midwest They can spealEnglish if the really want tblow
much does t hat (USooreency)Why dadtheg a | mo
jabber so fastfthema i d de thimgs tny wayit (vaslikely
the first maidthey ever hagiwWhy do theyhold silverware in
theirleft handwhile eatingWhy do they use that funny way to
measte things (the metric syst@Why dothey drive on the
Owr ong si de GredtBritaid Rita arm ahdught i
visitors had the right to observe but not to criticize.

Near the end of our residence in Heidellmmgllgroups of
highlyintelligentleft-wing political terrorists becanaetivein
Germeny ancelsewhere iBurope One of thenost notaorthy
was theRed Army Factidgn also called the Baadéeinhof
Group. They started decadetong rampage of terrorisias
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student protesters byrningtwo Frankfurt store§.heirmenu

of issuesnd interestwaslong:the ViehamWar, communisn,
anarchyantrimperialismantiracismwo me tib&ration, and
anticapitalism.A Red Army Faction member justified its
methods by explainiridf,one sets a car on fitbat is a criminal
offence. If one sets hundreds of carsia that is political
action."Somehow that made sense to him.

They attempted to hieve th& objectivebyassassinaf
officials, murdeng capidlists (including the chairman of
DaimlerBenz) attempting to murder military authorities (they
attempted to blowp the armored Mercedes carrying-§bair
US General Kroesgmrsonpankrobbery, andmastemmindng
court trialghat would give them wiaeedia coveragklany of
them died viol&ly, often bysuicidewhile in prison.

The Red Army Faction inspinetiicalgroups to form in
othe countries around the worltdwas not easy to understand
why so many young people mee@oo impatient to use the
timetested democratic processes to eaehtheir political
objectivesHoweverwe slowlpegan to comprehend there was
a differentgeneratiorwalking on thestreetsdrinking inbeer
halls, anglotting and puffing n  t h gwith a ey wag of
thinking.

AlthoughThe Red Army Faction eventually dwindled and
collapsed, it haunted the West Gerraad otherEuropean
governmersfor decades.

Living in our quiet Heidelberg neighborhood when we were at
the exuberant peak of our pguadulthood was a fine way to
enjoy life, absorb history, raise childsgangthewur marriage,
eat and drink, raise a dogte for ajarden, visit antique shops,
develop friendships, and awaken eacbrdagbto goo

| felt blessedl had a beautiful, dynamic wife; healthy,
normal children; a fulfilling professional life; adequate income;
good health; and high hopes for the future. How goodI|deuld
be?
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Rita Holding Peanuts
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John, Kathy, Rita, andhe Red Bug
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Frank, John, Rita, and Kathy

Chimney Sweep
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Portrait
Kathy, Rita, and John
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May Day
John and Kathy withTraditional Pretzel Sticks
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Chapter5

THE GERMAN PEOPLE

| have often felt a bitter sorrow at the thought of the German pec
who are
so estimable as individuals and so
wretched in groups.

i Goethe

Pandora Opening her Boxof Evils

The German people thought they had behewinning horse
in 1934 when thegllowed Adolph Hitler, with his ridiculous
Chapinesque mustache, to become theé&iidhrer und
Reichschanc@daderand chancellgrHowever instead of the
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expected winning horse, thefated Germars got the Four
Horsamenof the Apocalypses described in the New Testament
of the BibleThey symbolizegestilencdaminewar, andleath.
Each horsman would deliver itsdreadful speciait in full
measureduring the next decadHitler &dsvilishleadership
wouldwrapGermanyn darkness arghame for decades.

The German peoplever e taken in by Hi
mesmerizing oratgrygutterlevel political skillsutter sekl
confidence intention to unilaterally annul the harsh and
unworkable postVorld War | Versailles Peace Trgatymise
to end skyhigh inflationandassurance thaetdustres would be
revitalizdand jobs restorednd hs vicious harangues against
the Jews antbmmunistsverereadily acceptdyy many

Hitler was aparadox He looked like a funeral parlor
embalmdi not theprogeny of the blond, bhésed super race
that he idolized. He was unéelucated in a country that
venerated learned people. He was bobranwed parents
another countrgAustria.)Vith a résumé like this, his occupancy
of the top government positiseemed as strangevagnloony
RomanEmperor Caligulallegedlgave hisorse a seat in the
Roman Senate.

It was hard to beliew® many German peojleandoned
hundreds of years of civilization, cultsmphistication, learning,
and achievement andextivith thesavagdehavior of avolf
pack tearing into ifgey

Many people thought aggression was built into the
German natufe especially the French. After the World War |
Treaty of Versailles was sigrddrshall Foch, Commander of
the Allied Forces, propheticall
armi stice for twenty years. o

William L. Shirer, journalist and authofloé Rise aRdll
of the Third Reidbscribed the misdtof average German
people n t he early years of Hitler

It was at this time, in the late summer of 1934, that |
came to live and work in the Third Reich. There was
much that impressed, puzzled, and troubiec@n
observer about the new Germany. The overwhelming
majority of Germans did not seem to mind that their

65



freedom had been taken away, that so much of their
culture had been destroyed and replaced with a
mindless barbarism, or that their life and wark h
become regimented to a degree never before
experienced even by a people accustomed for
generations to a great deal of regimentation. In the
background, to be sure, there lurked the terror of the
Gestapo and the fear of the concentration camp for
those wmo got out of line or who had been
communists osocialists, or too liberal or too pacifist,

or who were Jews. The Blood Purge of June 30, 1934
was a warning of how ruthless the new leaders could
be. Yet the Nazi terror in the early years affected the
lives of relatively few Germans and a newly arrived
observer was somewhat surprised to see that the
people of this country did not seem to feel that they
were being cowed and held down by an unscrupulous
and brutal dictatorship. On the contrary, they
supportedit with genuine enthusiasm. Somehow it
imbued them with a new hope and a new confidence
and an astonishing faith in the future.

But all of the German peofileven the complacent
ones$i would soon become involved up to their necks as most
of them willinglyagned on taH i t lagemdaTéiey would be
governed by him for the next decade; a grotesque, fanatical,
unbalanced dictator who was a master of hatred, murder, terror,
genocide, torture, and theft. Stefan George, a renowned German
poet, calldHitler,6 THPe i nce of Ver mi n. 6

The German people enddiféeze million military and one
to three million civilian deaths. They demigiterationof most
of their industrial citidsy bombing and shellinbheyallowed
monstrous abuse and extermination of their JeBygisy, Slav,
elderly, handicapped, homosexdetpvald #Vitneses and
dissenter populatien

Manypeoplehad to livdor years in post waworldas if
they wereanimals going about their deyday livesn misery
and desolatiorwithout adequatesecuity, shelter,food, o
clothing.
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Hitler broughtdestuction to Europe on a scale 1seen
since the thirteémc ent ury when Genghis Ke
hoardof Mongoliarwarriorkhorsemeswooped in frorthe east
bent on the genocide of all people wdsisted his dominance.

He boastedol amthe flail of Godb

A handful of German people resisted Hitler at great
personal peril. Auture West German Chancellor, Konrad
Adenauerwason the runand for a short timea prisoner.

Another younger fute chandlr, Willy Brandt, fled to
Norway, changed his name, and temporarily became a
Norwegian citizeMheyand otherslid not share the beligfat

all German should wear the mantle of collectit ¢pr the
behavior of the Nas.

Some destroyed cities were O0i
military or strategic valldilitary historiansympathetic to the
wanton destructioomade itsoundless savagby calling it
ocoll ateral damage. 0

A few Germans were resolute artlazis Kurt
Schumeher a political leader, said in the Reichstag in 1932,
0The Nazis appeal to tthegarei nner
unique in German history for their abitdymobiliz human
g upi dihisynpudenéde suffereédnd ruined his health
in concetration camps for twelve years.

Claus Graton Stauffenberg, a Prusskamy officer and
aristocrat,participated inan aborted attempt to assassinate
Hitler; he paidhesupreme pricehen hedellin front of a firing
squad. But he fared better than dlider brother, a co
conspirator who the Nazis slowly stranmglexputedly with a
piano wire.

To think of Germany as a nation requires a short |doér at
history.The countrys like a hobo soup; many ingredierdse
tossed in and the results are not alwigyestible and savory.
Viewing the history of Germany from the earliest times reveals
that it consists of a conglomeration of more than 1,700 inighty
as well as dinkydukedoms, nations, citates, principalities,
and kingdoms.

With this muttlike familytree, it is hard to understand how
Hitler could havemagined that Germans and most Nordic
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peoplé excluding the groups that he despised and
exterminatefil were a race superior to all others

Germany did not first become a united nation untifil870
onlysevellecades before Hitlerds rei
before | lived in Heidelberg.

The complex mixture in Germany is made up(19f
Lutherans in the north and Catholics in the g@)thsciplined
militaristic Prussiansnd relaxed, fusoving Bavariang3) a
mishmash of civil codg@) rich highliving Ruhr District
industrialTitanswith slaslked cheek from duelingand frugal,
hardworking SwabiargS) schnapps sippergine connoisseurs
and beer guzzlerand (6) dialect speakers who commatec
with basicallylifferent languages.

In the stern northa general was punished by death for
disobeying an order even though his disobedience resulted in a
great victory. Ithe southwhen soldiers defied military orders
that led to success, they neegimedals and honors.

Because of magsmigration of Germans to the W8
earlier timds often to avoid military conscriptibrGerman
names are wedhown even if the meaning of tlerdsis not.
German names are typically basedoocnupation$ Bauer
(farmer); placésHamburger (someone from Hamburg);
animald Katz (cat)or thing$i (Nussbaum (nut tree). Some
German names are longer and descripfieetrade or deed
Eisenhower (iron hewer), Fenstermaker (window maker), and
Manteuffelmardevil)

By the mid1960s, when | moved to Germany, the memories of
the Third Reich were rapidly fading. People were getting on with
normal lives.

They were no longer hungrg few were even
overweight but the fare for many was still basic. When |
watched our factory askers eatheir lunchesn company
cafeterias, | observed that their typical fare was a steaming bowl
of thick potato and vegetable soup with a few morsels of meat.
They ate it to the last tidbit and then wiped th@wls clean
with bread scraps; theyeof toppedff the mealvith swigs of
beer.
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By the miel960spordinary peoplgave little thougho
theirrecenthistory.Their bad mewriesof the war were stored
away along with their worst nightmarfégir lives wermostly
devoted totheir mundanedayto-day affairs potholes in the
roads noise regulations in residential areas, sahipien
(complaining) about the high taxes addd supportthe
expensiveocial prograntheyhadvoted for.

| always wondered what each German | met was doing
during the war. A few told nimitit wasusually only after a long
acquaintanceship.

While we lived in our quiet Heidelberg home, we had the
opportunity to observe ourew community and to note the
contrast$o our previoumeighbors in th&lS

German peple have a strong tie to the outdoors. They
believe it nurtures good health. Fresh air is an obsession
windows are left open as much as possialking in the woods
is popularbeddingand clothing araungout for airing and
curativespas are idengfl by the quality of the surrounding air
and the minerals in the water

When patients are feeling poorly, their doctors often
prescribe robust walks in the forests, meadows, and mountains.
| visited a country spehere a higtvoodenattice was built with
mineral water flowing over it. The toweapped patients sat
downwind and breathed the moisture laden air. The spring water
of each spa with its unique minerals is prescribed talgrovi
relief for various ailments.was easy to take falllvantagef
the generous socialized medicine system.

Spargag (walking is a national passioralone or in
groups.The German people are luredniturein a kind of
mystical waythe country side, forests, parks, and mountains are
crowded with walkers and hikersx@ekends. It is as if there
drawnback, like migrating animals, to the places where their
pagarancestors liveid thedark medievalforests. The outings
areusuallyplanned with a rustic stopping place at thepoira
of the walk where lightefreshmenfs beer, wine,and
sandwichéds are served. Dogs often accompany the walkers.

As | took a Sunday walk witty family and our dogn a
treelined path overlooking the Neckar Rivpyra@osefugroup
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brisklytramped byl had a visiof RichardWag ner 6 s mu s i
thrummingin thar ears with its themef mythology, deep
forests, heroicsyysterydramaand Nordiggodlike people.

For city dwellers, walking the streets and window shopping
is popular. Store window decorating is a minor art form. Even
though stores are never open on Sundays, the walkers can view
the welllit and attractive window displagssd select future
purchases

Rita, our children, our dog, and | also liked to walk on
Sundays. We favored flower gardens, river banks, quaint village
greets, and thlendscapegdrounds of historical buildings. After
a brief return homgom our walkdor a time out, waormally
ate ourSundaysuppers in small, neighborhood restaurants.
Restaurant owners and waiterkanguest feel especially
welcome if they brgchildren or dogs for them to fuss over.

Shaking hands far more prevalent in Germany than in
theUS It is done on every businesglsocial occasion by men,
women, and children.

A foundry superintendent with whorworked carried it
to the limit even by local standards. Upon coming to work, each
morning, he went to the offices and desks of his employees,
greeted them, and shook hands. Near the end of the work day
he repeated the process.

When a large group of peopteend a meeting and a late
arrival comes into the room, it would be disruptive for everyone
to stand to shake hands. A shortcut protocol handles the
problem everyone raps his knuckles on the table as a gesture in
lieu of shaking hands.

| once embarrassanyself at a businésecial affair by
not knowing there was a protocol on the sequence of
handshaking. | stuck my hand out to a company official who
pointedly ignored mntil he greetedraore senior persand
shook his hand

Flowers arapassion in @many. Flower buying is done
by both men and women. Most homeslam®ratedvith fresh
flowers each weeker@libstantiabrea of cities and townare
devoted tomuchenjoyedparks with wellended flower begds
roses are a favorite.
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In early summeryral road sidegsencerowsand ditches
explodewith poppies as profusely as wild sunflowers id$he
west

It was not uncommon to see small tables set up on factory
floors adorned with flowétsas well as an open bottle of \iiine
on wor k er 0 srthdays rarte hativayg «nown Band
acknowledged in work places by fellow employees and managers.

In the spring, church@esemblduneral parlors at the
wakes of important persons wiihts andubs decorated with
large blooming branches from bushes and toeggtia, lilacs,
honeysuckle, apples, cherries, apahs, and plums.

When invited to German homes, it is the custom to bring
flowers as a gifor the hostessBut the flowers must not be
presentedn theirwrappes, a neversolved problem is what to
do with the wrapping papat the last minuteSome of the
choices are to pocket the waddpdgaper or toss it behind the
bushes bside e door just before the hostess answers the
doorbell.

In the mid1960s, Wler German men typically dressed
formally indarksuitswhite shirts and tieand felt hats when in
public.Younger peoplevereswitching to more informal dress
styles. When theolder men tried to follow spitt was not
uncommon to see them switmestep at a time by changing to
brightlycoloral pob shirts buteavingeverything else the same.
They looked as odd as the eddyAmericanindianswearing
ornamental feathers and beads, buckskin trousers, and
moccasins whildonningblackstovepipe has as they travet
to Washington to meet ti&reat White Father.

The education system of Germany makes a major split
among students at an early age; those with promising grades,
academic interests, and strong study habits gyimmadsiums
(academic prep schooés)d usuallgo on toearn university
degrees. Those with lower grades or fewer academic interests
follow adifferenttradk that can lead to apprenticeshipsde
schoolsor labor pools

University students who earn PhDs are assuret of
elevated social standing and access tteligghjols in the civil
service and private industieir status and prestige is second
only to the aristocracy. In meetings wheople witiPhDsare
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present, thegrealways addressed as Herr or Frau Doktor and
shown deference and respect.

In Germany, much a&thtion is paid to the arggrticularly
music. Cities commondypportopera, orchestras, and dance
companies. Cultural instituttoare geneusly fundedwith
taxes In Mannheim, one of the more visible buildings is the
National Theater; it has exissatte its founding in 17.79

Carrying leather brief cases is common for most Germans.
When workers carry them, Americans think they were trying to
make their neighbors think they worpraistigiousffice jobs.
Actually theyise them to theaarry lunchs

Hunting wild game in Germany is a popular sport;
however, it is done with attention to strict training and rigidly
controlled firearms permits. Hunters usually wear special green
clothing and Tyrolean hats that evoke memoriekildhood
stories aboutgraybearded European men in dark forests
stalking wolveand deerHunting firearms must not contain
more than two bullets.

Landowners control accesshteirland and ownership of
harvested game; they may choose to keep thesghiéo the
huntersor supplyit to restaurants.

Specidy restaurantsserve wild game. The cooks
concentratermcookingand spicing to best enhance tigame
flavor.

Hunters often meet in taverns to speak of their shooting
exploits while sipping favorite drinks. Huntgg iceremonial
activity.

The Germans have a fine sense of humor, butfters
tuned to a dieféifarAmericans. tpiftelingny b on
American jokes because they often fell flat.

German humor can have a wry quality foritan walked
his curly hair dog when a stranges & e d , oDid vyou
yourselh?

Strong regional and dialect differences provide endless
opportunities Howe rmang Edstnkrisiansj o k e s
(citizens of the northwest coastal region) does it take to milk a
cow? Twengjourfi four to hold the teats and twenty to lift the
cow up and down. O
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Individually the German people are considerate, friendly,
and helpful. Buheir group behavior, Bymerican standards, is
sometimesess exemplary; they are pushy in public, aggressive
while driving, harsh in judging the faults of others, and
demanding that all rules be rigidly followed.

They furiously blink their lights on the autobahns at
motorists who drive fomainstanttoo long in the left passing
landi horn blowingand passing on thehigs forbidden. They
become enraged at the slightest driving violation of other
motorists andometimestimidatethe transgressotsy driving
too closeandsharply cuttingh front

The superbautobahs between citiearewithout speed
limits. The featig of speedk intensified because, with the high
land values, the highwaysédwarrow meridiagand shoulders
and sharp entry and exit ramps. Some motoiigtsaore than
onehundred miles per hour. When thisran accident at such
speeds, the consequeraresftengruesome

German traffic lawsre precisely written and rigidly
obeyed. More casual American drivars expect vigorous
finger wagglingnd stern, angry lectures if thegless rigorous
in adheringo the traffic lawsOn the other hand, American
often stand ouby courteously giving way to other motorists at
stop signs and in heavy traffic.

A neighbor was asked to stop washing his car on
weekends visible Sunday work is not allowedles and
custons must be followed!

A neighborrangour doorbell on a Sunday morning to
compain that the night beforee hearcgudible talking whdn
accompanied ngeparting guest tas car athe curb.

After we learned and adheredthe local rules and
customs, wenoyedfriendly andranquil relationships wittur
neighbors, workolleaguesnd sociacquaintances.
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The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse
Pestilence,Famine, War,and Death
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Chapter6

THE KONRAD ADENAUER ERA
1949 to 1963

Theproblems of victory are more
agreeable than those of defeat, but

they are no less difficult
0 Winston Churchill

Konrad Adenater

Ludwig Erhard was the ChancellBrime Minister) of West
Germany during the time we lived in Heidellirgit is not
possible taunderstand andppreciate the Erhard exéhout
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first understandinghe previous turbulent thirteen years of the
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer era.

The problems faced by seventy three year old Adenauer
when he became the first chancell@raostratepost waiWest
Germany rivaled those of Mother Hubbard and her empty
cupboargdhowever, almostvery dog in Germamas inurgent
need of a borieas well as shelter, clothing, medical care, and
employment. The citizens were m®ralized, confused,
dispirited,uncertain,and exhaustedThey felt like they were
descending ia avortexwith nothing to hold onto.

It was humbling and humiliating for the Germans to have
to live inpost wampovertyand misergfter decades ehjoying
one of thehighest living standards in the world. Part of the
previous higlstandard came from the backs of the people in
colonized oconquerederritorieghat wereow lostto them It
was also hard for them to come to grips withethiezatiorihat
most oftheir vauntegastNazi govenmentofficials could be
the caste foa horrormovie.

The collapse and capitulation of Fascist Germany ended
with the signing of an unconditional surrender on May 8, 1945
in the presence of the victorious Allied Forcescé&lebrated
Nazi Third Reich, which proclaimed that it would reigmiy gl
for a thousand yeatsppled into the dump in a little more than
a decade. All of Germany tlsperate and miserabiéh the
vengeful Russian bear to the;¢lstexhausted Bshlion and
jubilant Americamagle to the wesand theconceited French
roostertrying to find ap opening to snatca fewpecksfrom
the German carcass.

The triumph of victory in Europe by the Allied Forces
after six years of war and 40 million deathrediately gave way
to conflicts, uncertainties, instability, tension, and confusion.
The clarity of purpose among the Allied Forces while defeating
Nazi Germany ended. The power centers in Moscow, London,
Washington and Paris staged countless inconalasi
conferences with each otfieand sometimes even withire
walls oftheir own council chambers. Students of European
history recalled the similarity to the rmadtion Thirty Years
War whergfor decadesincompromising European adversaries
could notevenfind common grounds for coexistence.
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After the war ended in 1945, it whe begining of a
round of unspeakable miseyffering and often deatfor the
ethnic Germans who were forced abandon Heir homes
businesses, and lamd the East Poland,Czechoslovakia,
Yugoslavia, Russia, Hung&ymaniathe Baltic countries and
formereasternerritoriesand move to Germaryome had lived
in thesecountries and locatiofsr solongthat they absorbed
the local cultures arnaist their ability to spedkerman. Most
were dumped into Germany with no place to live and no way to
survive. | worked withose of thedisplaced persons. By their
accents | could easily tle German language was not their
mother tongue.

Over a period of five years, fifteen iomllpersons of
German ancestry frothe eastvereforcedto trek west tdahe
four occupied zones whrtorn, chaotic Germany where people
already were hungry and starving and living in tents, barns,
shacks, barracks, haystacks, camps, cellars, fields,tlaad
streets. The refugee flow became a flood of bewildered people
who came in appalling misdoy;many it was a death march

There were many reasons for the unprecedeeitedell
migration and deportation of refugeesorcement of theecret
deals made by tieaders of thevar victors (Stalin, Roosevelt,
and Churchil])dreadof the Russiam revenge nationalism
property grabbingthnic cleansingealousyhatred and fear.
Stalin cynically believed that so many people dumped on top of
desperatpost warGermany would destabilize the country and
softenherup for communisdomination.

Some of the persuasive and effective methods for inducing
ethnic Germans to move west were rape, murder, intimidation,
arbitrary arrests, detention, torture, confinement, and property
destruction.Stalin advised the Red Army and legions of
accompanyinBusiano f f i ci al s, o0oCreate suc
German that they will want to escape the East 0

Rapeof German womean a massive scalerimarily by
Russian soldigrswvas one of the most searing atrocities; many
abused victims never recoverBde poplation of occupied
German territory was predominantly fenfdéest men were in
the military in prisonor had been killedew were around to
help protect women from the vengeful Red Aifityen Stalin
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wasaskedo subdue theampant rajpg and punderingoy his

army,he sai d, 0 Consi dRussiamgpldigrsh e h a
and citizenendured because of the Gergwarlier in the war

| think our soldiergarned the right take a little pleasure with

their women and pilfer fewof theirtrinketsforsau v eni r s . 6

For many of the deporteethe forced trip west to
Germanywas like running a gauntlet. Up to two million died in
the deadlexodus Theywalked, crawled, rodle wagonsand
buggies,in open railroad cars, in the back of trucks, on
horsebackandon the backs ofelatives. A sorry, miserable lot
they werk

A German friend told me of her faydils harrowin
expulsion from Czechoslowgks S u d te WesnGerananyg
with her sister and mothdéecause of ththreatof rape by
Russian soldierthey temporarily found refuge in a cellar and
evaded rape by the marauding Russian soldiers by hiding in
barrels and covering themselves with potatoes.

The Red Army regarded captured terriforespeciallin
Germanfi asamammoth bothel with all of the caskgisters
disconnected.

Deportees wer e of t en call ed
oDPs. 6 Considering the dire con
some of the DPs moved on past Germany to other countries
including the US.

Historianssometimes compare tleisodus to oublotted
Ameri@n history book pages during tieeT r ai | of Te.
incidents in the 1830s whdb,000 Native Americaufrom
various tribgs Cherokee, Creek, Seminole, Chickasaw, and
Choctavia were forced byhe US government to move from
their tradtional southeastern tribal territories to scruffy
reservations in the far off west. Many starved, froze and died on
the trail. Alexis de Tocqueville, a French thinker and historian,
wrote of the eventin the whole scene there was an air of ruin
and desuction, something which betrayed a final and
irrevocable adieu; one couldn't watch without feeling one's heart
wrungdé

De Tocguevi | | éofebld theomisgrees othe
Europearexodusa century lateand provd the ancientadage
about history repeatiitgelf.
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Heartbreaking uncertainties and questions wouldthaunt
DP41 as well as other disrupted Germafts yearsWere their
loved onestill alive buin Siberian labor camps? Did they die in
battle? Were they alive but unable to communicate? Thousands
of messages were posted on bulletin bolaedgingfor
information about lost relatives and friends.

The uprooting and abuse of so many Europeans was a
catastrophe. Those who survived the unprecedérgkd
desperately longed for security and the restoddta feeling of
seltworth.

Along with the exodusational borders were moved
especially idoomedPoland. The cynical border manipulation
and territory graxuring and after the waacalledhe Biblical
story about the Roman soldiers casting lots for the distribution
of Je s u safferhgwas erneifiet. s

The hapless Germans would continue to suffeen
though the war was o¥vefor years until the Allies reached an
uneasy détente amongeriselves and charted the fate of
defeated and divided Germany. East Gefimangler the harsh
heel of Communist Russiand West Germafysubject to the
stern and demandingishes of Great Britain, the JU&nd
Franc@& would take distinctly different roads te thture.

After the former Alligs Russia and theNestern
Power$ finally accepted that they had no choice butéxist
with their fundamentally different political philosophies and
forms of governing, the two Germanys could take their first
uncertain sges toward political and economiconeery

Strategioliticalthinkers were not entirely unhappy with
a dividedGermany it would reduce the possibility fa
resurgent group ®fazis to again become a military threat. John
Foster Dulles, the US Secretary of State, prisaielyo
President Ei & & grelataleabtibe said dofthee r e
status quoo (a divided Ger many.

In 1949 after the occupyinyestern Bwers granted
patial sovereignty to West Germany, Konrad Adenauer, a
seventythree year olwyerwily politician student of German
history,and statesman, became the first chancellor of the Federal
Republic of Germafycommonly called West Germakhig
had the seemindippeless job of rebuilding the mess left to him
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after twelve years of rule by th&zi 6ThousandyearReich 6
Because of his age he was nickn&reedltgthe old one.) He

was thought to be a caeker leader, but for the neld¢cade

and a halfhe would competently lead his tattered cofintry
populated by the most ostracized people orfieda¥vn a long,
treacherous road to democracy, freedom, capitalism, prosperity,
stability and finally respectability and integration with the other
western countries.

Adenauer recognized that for a time he would need to wear
the shroud o$ociabparialmoodfor the German peopland he
understood that what so@ould becom&Vest Germany had
no chance at all o$urvivingand rebuding without the
protecting US militanymbrella garrisoned in Germany and the
support of thepolicyand decisiomakersn Washington.

Adenaer @owering moral statg his calm sefissurance
his unshakable faith in Christianityestern culture, and
democracy;h i s support o to pppedtyp | e d s
ownership but not of cartels and monopojiasd his nearly
flawless ability toorrectlysee the German situation in a light
seen by only a few othemade it hard to imagine anyone else as
Chancelloat this challenging time

He was a steaft member of the CDU (Christian
DemocraticUnion) political party, a centaight organization
that supports a fremarket economy, social welfare @ots,
and European integration.

Although Adenauer was a staunch Roman Cathelic
formed a governmenhdt wasalsoinclusive of other faiths.
Churchesrenot only forreligiaus purposes Germany; they
aredirectly associated wyhblitical partieshistorical presidence
and the general culture. T$fedowstill fall across Germany
and Europeof the devastating Thirty Years War in the 1600s
where the Catholics and Protestants diikead in bloody and
bitter battles for supremacy

Adenaer knew how to define the issues that were
important in post war Germans stability security and
respectabilitysocial and moral reforms; needs of single garent
needs of homeless and destitute families; and avoidance of
rigid, doctrinair@ositionon the radical dogmas of either right
or left politics. Heunderstoodt h e Ger man peopl e
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longing forthe chance to lead normal lives and forget the utter
and humiliatindailure of theN a z grahdiose ventures of the
recenfast.

Bu t Adenauerds grandfatherly
part of his character; hte pract
manipulative guile of Nicolai Machiavelli and the Texghtar
subtlety of Lyndon Johnson. A feaidthe stage upon which
Adenauer performed was too small to fully utilize the full range
of his unbounded capabilities.

Adenauer 6s | oany easgersbecausd of thea d e
weak and inconsistent governingVéést Germany by the
occupyingvestern poweiduring thefirst four postwaryears

The long list of difficulties and issues that Adenauer faced
seemed to beverwhelming. This chapter will ospeak of a
few of the most complex and persistent problems.

One of his first decisions was to locate the capital of West
Germany in ancient Bonn on the Rhine River instead of larger
Frankfurt or HamburgAdenauerthought selecting Bonn
emphasized that theapital was temporary until Germany
reunited and could be reestablished in Berliio many, this
hope seemeiditile.

He also knew thabo much emphasis on reunification of
East and West Germany aneseblishing Berlin as the capital
would not go oer well with the war victors. He migshporarily
shroudhis neveceasing desire foeestablishinghé prewar
geographical status of aurefied Germany.

CraftyKonrad Adenaer accepted thiemporarydivision
of West Germany and East Germany until redwaastime
emotions cooled dowAs long as the separation went on, the
neighboring countries would think Germany was harmless and
they were secuf®m hernextwar ofconquestHe knewin the
minds of manyho wee so grievoushharmedby the Nazs,
Germanywas now like a trussed up rogue elephartte
overwhelming fear was thathe beastvere ushackledshe
would again go an elephardtkerampagéecause that wise
ani matured s

A d e n a u dongstudy lofi Gesmarpolitical history
served him welihile he was chancelléte understood the
complexhistory of the Germanic people. It was like a very old
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house withcountlesdayers of paint. Each layer had a story to
tellandeachnfluence subsequenayes.

Adereuer would bide his timentil fears were dulled and
his countrymenproved they could p | racgly with her
n e i g hlo biscestab ballhe couldforesee théime when
the economic model d¢érge industrializedVest Germariy
eventually reunited wisimaller agraridgast Germariy would
peacefullgominate Europeithout the need for military force

| oncewrotethe termdo We st Ge r Joanbee@ i n
company document. A trusted and resp&agethancolleague
askedne t o change it to o0Ger many.

in his ownsmall waythat the reunification of West Germany
and East Germanyouldeventuallpccur.

West Germany was cut off from héraditional
breadbasket in East Germany and Eastern EuropestAthigr
occupying WsterrPowers would not permit West Germany to
rebuildherfactories and export markets. Without export income
from industrial productiothere was no way for West Germany
to pay for essential food imports. Soon after Adenauer came to
power, the Western Allies relaxed their policy on industrial
rebuilding.

Recoverythen proceeded swiftly and tipgoblens of
unemployment, housingngerand starvation diminished. In
1950 food rationing ended. Many of the skilled people needed
for planningrebuilding and managing thepostwar eravere
still around; they were the same people who had recently built
the massivetechnicalkadvancedrsenafor the ThirdReich
The industrial complex of Germany remained largely-ofinds
to the Nazis during the warhe postwar industrialistenly
neededo reool butthis timefor peacefuintentions

One of thethorniest and most persistent isfoe West
Germany and théVNestern Allieswas the denazification
proces8 cleansing the stad fabriof German culture @very
shredof Nazism and punistgthe criminally guilty

It was a lengthy, messy, and emotionally bruising process
that had to consider morality, conflicting legal systems, revenge,
propaganda, war crimes, justice, amrigatge, and the ever
present shadow of politics.
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The Nuenberg Trialsvere established to inghranking
Nazi officers antb set up dureaucratic process to determine
which individual Nazis and German peo@ee responsible for
the crimesf World Warll in Europe And to make imore
difficult, there was theimultaneousurmoil of Germany
splitting into two countries and the intensifying collision
between the controlled econoamd societpf Russia and the
capitalist econonmgnd culturef theUS

Few had the skill necessary to lead West Germany through
this quagmire. Most historians would later agree that Germany
and theUS had excellent peopléo lead thetaski Konrad
Adenauer abe GermaiChancelloand JohiMcCloyas thdJS
High CommissioneMcCloy, a lawyedjplomat, andbusiness
executive, had thiaskof creating civilian government in West
Germany after foypostwaryearof military rule and to rebuild
herindustry and commerce.

McCloysucceeded the USlitary commander, General
Lucuus ClayAdenaar and McCloyhad the diplomatic and
political skill and wisdom twork together to restructure West
Germany anbdringherback into theommunity of civilizeand
respectedations

Die Zeitwrote thatJohn McCloy was thensciencef
Ameiica.Richard Weizsach@resident of West @&many said
McCloywas the Godfather of Germairarpe @vi®te that he
was the most influaat private citizen in America. This was
indeed high praise considering the peféstingthe churning
watersof postwar Europehat McCloy swam :iuncertainty,
suspicion, feardespair, guilt, hopelessnesdyetrayal, and
disenchantment witinaditional valuesie helped thevolving
Ger man government cl ose thiathe | i d
the Nazis had opede

Most of the victorious western powers at first took tough
positions on defeated Germany: The Germans must rebuild
what they destroyedlone of the elNazi leaders should be
allowed in the nepostwargovernmentThe German wartime
military wagrofoundly evil and should be permanently crippled
Rebuilding the industrial economy of Germamyladvead to the
next war of conquestiohn McCloyis too soft on the
GermanB8 he is grantingmnestto too many pople All of the
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German people should wéae mantle of guilt for the war; they
should recognize and admit their moral bankruptay the
Germans shoulgratefullyaccepthe USastheir liberator from
the evil forces of the Third Reich.

These positions were radtunivasally accepted by a long
shot.

US public opinion against Germany was especially
hardened whethe horrors of the concentration camps became
widely known anid was revealed that eighty captured American
soldiers were shot in the back of the head by German soldiers at
Malmedy, Bglum during the Battle of the Blilgihe last hope
for the German Army to stop thehvancing Western Allied
Forces.

John McCloy said, OAl t hough
dictator, | wield it with aegie hand. We neither buy allies nor
force anyone to be ouap t nSemeSerndans challengjthis

judgment.

Adenauer said, oln view of tt
a clean slate is now called for. Pursuing politically exonerated and
noncr i mi nal persons should end.

Nazis. o
Even GeneralEisenhowdf s t ower i ng rage W
the German atrocities committed in the concentration camps
subsi ded wh e mheteés atea tifeerencesbetivebkn 0
the regular soldiers and officers and Hitler and his criminal
group. The fact thaertain individuals committed dishonorable
and despicable acts reflects on the indigidunal not on the
great majoygpand O The Gefoughtbravely andd i er
honorably for his homel and. 0
By the 1950sosttop German and US dffals tacitly
agreedhat no further purpose would be servechoyinuing to
arouseahe dogs of national memavith more trials

The Russians governed by makietjculousgetailed plans for
every aspect tfieeconomies, governments, and prifate of
citizensin countries where they ruled or wished to rule. The
planswere accompanied witbn-fisted enforcement police.
Phase one of thRussiarplanfor communizingNVestern
Europe was to dislodge the Western Alliélse US Great
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Britain, and Franéefrom Berlinfollowed by a takeover of all
of Germanyand eventually all of Eurogdolotov, Russian
foreignminister, explned it clearly whehe said"Whoever
controls Berlin controls Germany and whoever controls
Germany controls Europe. 0

The Russiangeared with justificatioi that if the West
had a foothold in Berlin, it would provide an opportuoity
spying radio broadcasting,and& ol e | nforpedoge f enc e
to escapéom the Easto the West.

In 1948 the Russians cut off ground access totime
Russiastontrolled secors of Berlin. The Wesern Allies
responded by initiating timeassiveand costlyBerlin arlift to
supply the beleaguered Berliners with their essentialFueeds.

a year thydelivered up to fevthousand tons per day of coal,
clothing, fod, equipmentand medical supplies to Berlim.

1948, the humiliated and embarrassed Russians reopened ground
access to the cityhen Western Forces were not forced out of
Berlin as they expectddhe humanitarian airlift started to soften

the negative ¥st German attitude that the 150,000 occupying
USsoldiers were an unwelcome force.

They realized they would be totally at the mercy of Russia
if the US forces withdrewWhen the airlift pilots started
dropping candy and treats to the besieged children during their
Berlin landing approaches$ helpedmollify hardened hearts
And the harshness of US tr@peatment ofcermans started
to dimnish by tle time of the dift; the battlehardened troops
were now being replaced iswlesshostilesoldiersvho had
not experiencethe horrors and atrocities of war.

From the vantage poiot ahalf century latewhen | look
back and rememb#ratuncertainy existedn the 1960about
who would win th€old Way it seems that it should have been
obvious that the West would wiBut & that time it was not so
obvious. 8me though of capitalismas the systemthat
supported the GermarNazs and the Italian Fascist
Communism appealed tomany asthe best system of
government.

Molotov, the Russiaforeign minister, was morelear
sightedheunderstood that if the Germans were ever alltawed
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have free elections, Russeuld be the loseHe knew the
Russian stylegged elections were a farce.
And it was uncertaiwhether or nothe US was firmly
committed tamilitarilyand economically sticking it oufpist
war Germanynd Europe. Many in tiéSs a i d, 0The wa
over; |l etds demobilize our ar me
f or e i g MheewWat agreat fear th West Gerntaayshe
would need to stand alone to face Russia.

Without a sound currencythe powerful West German
Deutschmarkthe fast rebuilding of a robust industaad
commerciaeconomy could not have happened. The father of
the robust economy was portly, scholarly, -cigamping
Ludwig Erhard.

Adenauer accepted Erhar dds
leadership for the economyt be feared that he might someday
be a contender forttta ancel | or ds job. He tI

inadequate political experience and passion for the job.
Adenauerds studious readi,ng of
sending spies | gandmichehanaginghisi st er
staff was i n t ot adoing tastihgrstigls.t t o
Erhard thought most people were fundamentally good and he
need only define broad principles to his staff and they would do

the right thing on their own. His stylid not always go down

well with his staff; they were accustomed taléoyn orders

given by strong political bosses. Adenauer did everything he
could to shamelessly discredit Erhard personally and
professionally. He only kept him as his top economistenini
because of his vaunted reputation for having spearheaded
Ger ma ny 0 dastécongnmatecoveny gfter the war.

Chancellor Adenauer and High Commissioner McCloy
had the wisdom to sweep a lot of nasty stuff under the rug away
from continued publicisw in order to move ahead in building
a new West German society.

By 1952 most of the war crime problems and exoneration
and reintegration issues were resdlwedburiedi and the
emerging and developing government could concentrate on the
long list of otheurgent situations and difficulties.
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In 1953 East Germany rose up against her Russian
occupiers.For West Germanywatching theEast German
uprising againsther communist government and the brutal
Russian military retaliation was like living behind ths baa
raging river and hoping the dikes would hold and keep the waters
in check. Most German people had a visceral fear of the ruthless
and unpredictable behavior of the Russians: Would they cut off
Berlin again? Would they menace or attack West Germany?
Could fledgling NATO and thdS be relied upon to defend
Weg Germany against the Russians?

After the East German uprising, the Adenauer
government raccessed its policies on reéagesbuildindner
army herrole in NATO, andherrelationkipswith the Western
occupying powerdt became clear that the Russian bear had
sharp teeth and would use theA powerful longterm
counterforce would be needed.

In 1954 a sports event lifted the spirits of the West German
people when they unexpectedly wos prestigiousootball
World Cup. The acclaim for their victory was enormous. It was
asif they finally received a pat on the head after being allowed
out of the dog house o&gativeworld opinion for the first time
in a decade

NATO limped along lika paper tiger until 1950 when the
Korean War started. After Germany became a member in 1955,
shesoon became a serious part of NATO and contributed to it
becoming a deterrent to Russi abd
Europe.

When West Germany built br military, it helpedher
gain standing as a country that could hdmalewn security;
shebecame a partner whkroccupying Western Allied Forces;
andshestarted to acquire stature as a civilized and respected
world citizen.

Those who opposed the Nurberg war criminal trials
coul d now s aThe Geonanarmy that wag jpdgeds o .
to befundamentallgvilduring the trialsow needto rearm to
counter the growing threat of the Russian Red &rmy.

Berlin was a constant point of contenbetween Russia
and the West. Khrushchev, in hi
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the testicle of the West. When | want the West to scream, |
squeeze Berlin.o

To surviveEast Germany and Russia had to stop the mass
exodus of skilled and educated peoplm fEast to West
Germany.East Germany ould not runher economyand
governmentwithout competent managers and professionals.
Her clumsy solution to stop the flood of fleeing people was to
build one of t hehtheBellidalhegr eat e
obviaus solutiofi reformhergovernment and econoinyvas
as impossibl®r the communists aiswould be fora zebrao
changitsstripes to polkdlotsT he wal | became Rus
capfor showngthe world that communism was a failed form of
government.

At an earlier time, .John Kennedy and Konrad Adenauer had
little respect for each other. Adenauer thought Kennedy was
onapve and wundisciplined. 6 Kenn
of the past and too old for any

When Kennedy ga hisfamousich bin eBerlingii am a
citizen of Berlin) speech in Berlin, it gave hope to the Berliners
electrified the German peqggad served notice to the Russians
that theUSwas deeply rooted in West Germénpgroved to
Adenauer thakKennedy had acquired political chapsl it
reduced his fear that the U.S would not steadfastly support West
Germany in the face of a Russian showdown.

Fortunately, memories are short; by then most had
forgotten the Kennedy gedamd ni str
failed Cuban invasiobater when thembarrassing mess was
reviewed, Kennedy bitterly saitihe first advice I'm going to
give my successor is to watch the generals and to avoid feeling
that because they were military men their opinions carymilit
matters were worth a dadn.

Adenauer sai d. oOoéunspeaitked bl e c
(against the Jews) and they demand tiestjtooth moral and
material é0

He knew anything West Germany diréctlyto mitigate
the Nazi atrocities committed agaitiet European Jewish
community and to pay for the confiscation of Jewish property
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would bdike touching the third rail in a subwiyasextremely

hard for many Israelis to accept the aid offered to them by
Germanii even though they desperately needebtetause

they thoughof it asblood money being paid to help Germany

regain international respectabilome classical scholans
Israelrecalled the warnimggven inVirgild s  w roliamiwaryg s ,

of (treacherous) Greeks, everstto bear i ng gi fts. o6

Over several decades, Germany qumedlgle massive
reparation payment® fledgling Israel to help build her
economy, knowing however, it would never be adequate
penance for the searing horrors of the Holocaust.

0 Maide Ger many 6 wmalstdeprmmag ed on
docks, ships, irrigation systeamsl entire areas of indueitand
agricultual equipmerthat West Germany shipped to Isréké
West German aid played an important role in building the
infrastructure and economy of the new state of Israel. Adenauer
neither expected forgiveness for the behavior of the Nazis
toward the Jews nor public acknowledgme@ieofanaidto
Israel

One of thebiggest itesii for year8 in theWest German
nationalbudgetwas thehefty amount for reparations terael
for the victims ofNazi atrocitieB more than100 billion
Deutschmark&25billionin US currengy

For years, Jews around the world would not buy German
made products. However, by the 1960s, partlytaduke
reparatioa paid by Germany to Israel, Jews started to buy
Mercedes andolkswagemars.

After 1952 a new slate of problems occupiepdsisvar\West
German government.

The Adenauergovernmensuffereds ever el y over
SpiegeB ¢ a n Dex SpiEd(The Time MagazioE Germany)
published an article claiming the ndarymed West German
Army wasonl y prepared for nblettl e t
lowest NATO grade. Franz Strauss, Minister of Defense,
accusedDer Spiegelf treason andllegally shut down the
magazine. Based on proof that Strauss lied to parliament about
his role in the scanddle wassacked Adenauer became
politically involved and was forced to reorganize his government.
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One of the last actions during the Adenauewasathe
signing of a treaty with haughty and priCkigrlesle Gaulle
the towering six foot five inch president of France. It was a
seminal achievemert onsi deri ng Ger many
centuriedong history of wayr betrayals, retribution, contempt,
ard distrust. Lasting peace with Germany was pirGaiullé s
grand vision fare-establishinthe grandeur and glory of France.
To the surprise of manywasa durable treathatestabliséd
a strong foundation for future economic, military,
administratre, trade, and monetary unificatlmetween France
and West Germany anchany other Western European
countries.

DeGaullds vision also iFreemchuded
weaponsyithdrawafrom NATO, and policies independent of
the USand Great Brain. Wherde Gaulletilted up his ample
Gallic nose ancepeatedly uttered his standardd answer t c
outside proposals, it exasperated and perplexed those who dealt
with him.

After Adenauer resigned as Chancelleigatytwo, he enjoyed

the remaining four years of his life knowing his leadership had
transformed West Germany frtme reviled pariah of the world

to a country otability and respectability.

Adenauer left the political stage just before | moved to
Germany. It samed strange to read newspaper articles about
central Europe that were no longer dominated with stories about
oder Alte. o

Adenauer 0s mo d e f§ spoked daa hih b e d
daughter in his native Cologne diélesctmmed up his feelings
of contentment with hi®hg life and his satisfaction with the
condition and status of West Germdbg:jitt et nix zo kriesche
(There's nothingp squawk abo)it

The WestGermany thaty familylived in for the next
four yearsvas a stable and endumadionalstructure created
largelythrough the leadershipkbnradAdenaueand based on
theeconomic underpinningenceive@nd executeoly Ludwig
Erhard.
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PostWar Europe
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GermanPresident Lubke,USHigh
Commissioner McCloy, and Chancellor Adenauer

President Eisenhower and Chancellor Adenauer
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Chapter7

BUILDING AN IRON FOUNDRY IN
MANNHEIM

When man wrested iroméearth
The earth would agp@e the same

)5 ‘*'(ﬂl

Pouring Molten Iron into a Mold

Iron foundries melt scrametaland pigiron for pouiing into sand
moldsi similar to pouring melted chocolate into Easter bunny .molds
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Factoriesthen finish andassemigl the iron castingsinto engines,
transmissions, tractors, cars, and a list of other products as long as a
childds Christmas wish | ist.

Making iron castings is a gritty business carried out in an
environment of sand ariithe coal dust, high temperatures, unpleasant
odors, deafening noise, and significant danger. And yet the work must be
done with a high degree of skill and precision.

The JohnDeerefoundryin Mannheim, as it stood in the old Lanz
factory, producediron castings for all of th@ohn Deere European
factories. It was obsoleted dingy; thad limited capability for delivering
the precision castings required for manufacturing diesel motors and
modern farm equipment.

Each morning for three years, | set off from my Heidelberg home
to manage thexpansion anetbuilding of the Mannheim foundry.

Simultaneouslywith the foundry projectother teans were
redesigning and rebuilding #ugacentractor factoy.

Plansand cost estimatésr the complete redesign and expansion
of the foundrywere madein John Deerd s c enanufactaring
engineering offices in Moline, Illinois

It was my assignment to convert the foundry plans to German
standards and environmental regulatiooate and evaluate equipment
suppliers contract for and install the new equipmeopervise the
cont r ac tapproliepaynrentscdatrol the budget; maintain the
scheduleand arbitrate conflicts betwed® and German engineering
methods and business practices.

We set up our offices on the second floor of the existing Mannheim
foundry office building with a staffrohel three engineers (a Hollander,

a German, and an Australian), two technicians, a purchasing agent, ar
interpreter/translator, two 4ingual sectaries, andemporay visiting
engineers from the US

We worked well together as a team in a casual but professional
environment. When we spoke English we addressed each other by our
first names in the American manner. When speaking German we
addressed daother formallyHerr, Frau, andégtein.

The modernization and expansion was done while production
continued in the existing foundry. This was akin to changing running
shoes while in the middle of a foot race. There were frequent éonflicts
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even an occemal shoving match and fist fightetween the production
and hirectonstructiorcontractoremployees

Four people tragically lost their lives during the foundry
construction: Two fell from heights to the concrete flowr,bveathed
lethal furnace gaard one was crushed in a casting finishing machine.
Whereas all the deaths were dreadful, the mosblesding was of a
young man who had just escaped from an oppressive Eastern European
country to establish a new and better life for his family in Wesitye

Germany Switzerlandand Swedewere centerfor the thriving
iron foundry andteelindustries of Europe. It was not difficult to find
experienced foundry equipment contractors willing to aggressively
compete foorders

In order to evaluate potential foundry equipment suppliers and to
monitor and approve their work after they were awarded contracts, my
colleagues and | traveled extensively to industrial locations throughout
West Germany ard several other countries.

Although most of thandustrial rebuilding after the wartime
bombing and artillery destructiorMééstGermany wasver, there was
still extensive remaining evidence of shortcuts taken to rapidly get
Germany and other waorn countries back on their feet.eTJohn
Deerefactorystill clearly showed evidence of bombpagtially rebuilt
walls, foundations of destroyed buildings, empty spawesypen
basementgnd patchedp walls.

Many multstory buildingglsewhere iGermanii in the interest
of economgi hado Pat ernoster 6 el evators.
continuously moving passenger compartnoénibe elevatorook the
agility of achild playindiopscotchThe elevators were named after the
first two words in Latin of th#®Our Fathed prayeias recited in the rosary
because the passengding platforms were imagined to be like rosary
beads They were later replaceslith conventional, safeut more
expensivié elevatorshat stopped at each floor.

| visited a small towim the northon an exeedingly cold winter
day to examine a foundry deshtrol system. In the mornindip-toed
across the icy floor to the lavatory in my unheated hotel room with the
expectation of warm water for washimgcommon toilet was down the
hall. The lavatoflyadonly a cold water tap, but a device with an electric
cord that looked like a cattle branding iron lay on the basin ledge. With
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uneasiness about electrocution, | tentatively stuck the device in the basin
and waited for it to heat the cold water. The, palditive hotel room

took me back to the days in umheateahildhood bedroom on a South
Dakota farmHot running wateand central heating my hotewould

need to wait for the next staggos$twar rebuilding

We hired an engineering company in Zurich, Switzerlemalvert
US foundry designs to German standards. The German Industrial
Standards (DIN standards) were so comprehensive thatsinegre
the standards fonostother European countries.

Every two weks | rode a train from Mannheim to Zutiehtwo
hour trigh to direct and approve the work undertaken by the engineering
company. | soon learned the Swiss were an orderly acwhBeént
people. A colleague told me they considered the design ofiidgds, b
factories, and buildings in other countries to be only minimally acceptable
in Switzerland. They exceeded normal design standards to make their
structures and factories the best in the world. They did not always conceal
thar smugness about theafi but sometimes imagindrguperiority

A requirementf Swiss hotedfisas well ags many otheEuropean
countiecBwas the desk clerkds demand
the nightso they woulbeavailable for police inspection. Although it was
scaryto be deprivedf a passporthey weralways meticulously returned
to guestghe next morning. The reason for police inspection was not
obvious.

A European custom that seemed quaint to American visitors was
setting shoes in the hotel hall for cleanmigsaining by the hall porter
during the night. After Konrad Adenauer became the chanceltmst of
war WestGermany, he made his first trip to Washington with the
assumption that theS hotels had the same shoe shining custom as
Germany. When he pladeid shoes outside his hotel room for shining,
they were taken.

Nicolas Hayek, a Swiss citizen of American abdnese origin,
owneal the engineering firfn Hayek Engineerifigthat we hired in
Zurich to assistus with our foundry project. Nick Hayek was a
congimmate business man and diplomat with the acute intelligence and
the silky savvy of a camel merchant in a tented Sahatza&ag).(n
meetings when he thought it politicedyedienthe could adjust or even
reverse his position deftlyas a chamelealtering its color. He never
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used notes for presentations and always seemed to be able to speak th
languages and dialects of his cfiekisglish, German, French, Italian,
Greek, Arabic, antie SwissGerman dialect.

In later years, Hayek went on to Inee@ne of the wealthiest men
in the world after he founded the Swatch Giohighstyle popular
watche8 and the Smart Car Companyicrocompact cars.

The chair that Hayek occupied must have been endowed with the
makings for success. It had previously beeftyloccupied by Charles
Knight who later went on to become tegendarfCEO of the giant
Emerson Electric Company. After my first meeting with Knight
mentioned him to Rita wherrdturnedhomefrom a trip toZurich; |
sai d mostimpeessivayng maf tweny- five years ofil today
who looks and acts like he is already the head of a major corporation. |
predict that we wil!/ hear more of

On my first visit to Hayek Engineering, | was impressed with the
firmds v e resgedeiing cohtnacts rahdee@ from designing a
cigarette factory to planning a steel mill.

Hayek exposed me toltual andbusiness practices thatt that
time in my caregseemed exotic and worldlywas as if he was born
with genes that included all of the knowledge of his ancient folldbears.
thoughtlike a chess playethree steps ahead and with multiple options
and glib explanatiofisr everyalternative

The contracts that we handiedthe oundry projecivere for large
amounts of money. We had to guard against any kind of gift that might
influence our contractor selection decisions. Although it was customary
for suppliers to pay for business meals, | picked up the tahrfpof
them.

After a meetingn Zurichwith Hayek, | told him | would be out of
touch for a week because Rita and | would be on vacation in Switzerland.
Hesaidhewould o me 0t hhavunghia seaatady make a hotel
reservation for us wa we were in Lucerne, ndgas home. When we
checked into our room, | gasped when | read the room rate; $50 per night.
Our budget called for $10 per night. When | checked thé hotebnd

asked for our bill, the clerk sa
next two monthgsl repeatedly called Hayek as#éed him to send the
hot el bill t o me. He continued t

presents a problem. My company maintains a permanent room in the
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hotel and the cost is the same to us whether it ipiedcor nd . 6
Apparently thereeally was a Santa Cldusever again let a contractor
d o me a nilyespedially\orme wihdhe guile of a camel merchant.

The Swiss sense of superiority extended to the military. Although
Switzerland had not fought a wardentuies shemaintained a strong
military force. All mnwere subject to compulsory military conscription
until the age of thirty two. They kept their uniforms and rifles at the ready
in their homes for quick deployment. Swiss sotshetsmporary duty
werehighly visible in public placest was expected t ha
rank, social positon, and professional Vemeldbe in balance.

One of t h e traSitionaklgies i tomprpvide secuiity
since the sixteenth cenfurfor the Pope and the Wean. The Papal
Swiss Guard, with itwilliantlycolored and vividly patterneshedieval
uniforms,cannot be overlookeBut for home duty, the uniforms are
similar to those of all other modern armies.

The Swiss believe their fierce milifargeskept hem out of
World War Il. Buta more logical reason is ttie# Germans left them
alone because they got what they wanted without the necessity of war:
secure rail and road access to the battle fields pfhikalse of Swiss
banks for secretly cachingtlstolen from millions of murdered Jews and
othersand a sathavensource for highly engineered goods fousige
of the German militaryDuring the war, Joseph Btiels, the German
propaganda minister, ridiculed Sy
"We'll take Switzerlaindhe little porcupin® sometime on our way
back home. 0

Our company purchasing agentMannheimhad the negotiating skills
of ahorsetrader. When he squeezed out theDastschmarkn the
c o mp afavgréos contracts, he would then switch to intangible
benefits. | once thought he had reached the lowest cost on a contract, but
before he would give the final handshake, he insisted that the contractor
also agree to buyJahnDeeretractor.

| made an effort to learn German by pinning notes with a few new
words on my office wall each day. After a few months, | told my secretary
to spealonlyGerman to me until | bogged down and had to switch back
to English. | eventually became fluent enowgldiscuss routine
engineering and administrative subjects in GBrespecially to those
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in our dfice who did not speak Englighut if the subject was changed
to philosophy, politics, or housdédh matters, | was tongtied because
of my inadequate vocany

| thought | had reached a new learning plateau when | could
pronounce a few mileng words such aSewerbeaufsichtSenade
Supervisory Office.) The authorities from this office were often at our
door to ensure that we complied with the compreteeimslustrial rules
and regulations on safety, naasel environmental conditioRsundries
areusuallynoisy, smelly, dusty places.

When Mark Twain lived in Heidelbergentury earliene wrote
of his difficulties in learning to speak long Germadswbie suggested
that it would be easier if the speaker stopped for an intermission and
refreshments in the middle of long words and then resumed speaking the
word when restegind refreshed

If Twain could haveeerednto the future, he would have been
anmused at thewentieth centunyritingsof George Bailey dheGerman
languageA ladycriticizedhim for his lesghanperfect pronunciation of
somdifficultGermanwords Bai | ey r efgduwantdsto 0 Ma
speak Germatogetheryou mustprovidethe umlauts (gpunctuation
mark to define thepeciapronuncationof certain vavek).0

There are various viewpointstba besEuropearanguage use
for specific purposef\ Prussian saithat German isbest for giving
owhi p | angditary coranmaaddp Berlitz German teactsoftly
recited a romantic poem to prove tBarmanwas soothing to the ear
A king said he spoke Spmnto God, talian to women, Bnch to men,
and German to horsds.the 1968, German wabke best singlahguage
to speak while traveling in Central Eurdhg. English was rapidly
overtaking all other languages.

A friend at theJohnDeereMannheim factorgaid0lf | c an 't
attention anéction when | speak German, | switch to English and then
lgetmyway . 6

Leaning German, with any fluerieye in lifeis atough job. Few
master it other thantendful oflinguistically giéd peopl@ | was not
one d them. The accent will seldomes@actand the nuances of words
and expressions wskkldombe just righ Possiblythe worst goof is to
incorrectly use words that are similar but with very different meanings.
An American colleague triedsfmealcollege Germato our hostesstaa
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party. Helhought he toldher that helWorspeisgromemade appetizgrs
weretasty Instead he sai¥orspigbexual forplay. The hostess and |
were only partially successful in keeginagght faces.

It was exhausting to participate in meetings conducted in German.
| had to do two demanding things at the same time; think thleout
subject of the meeting while trying to keep up with the language.

The largest and most complex contract for equipment for the new
foundry was for the four iremelting furnaces and their extensive
auxiliary equipment. The contractor was locatedssedorfin the vast
Ruhr industrial districa two hour train riddownthe Rhine River Valley
from Mannheim.

We weresurprisedhat the cies,factoriesforgessteel mills, and
foundriesof the aredad beemebuit sorapidlyafter thedevastation of
thewarand the stripping of equipment for reparation payments to France
and Russid.he Ruhr district with its cageind large corporations such
as Krupp, Thysssen, I.G. Farben, and Vereingjiev&te provided a
largeshareof the mataals and equipment fire Nazi arsenaloal and
coke, chemicalsteelmotor fuels, tanksandcannons. Theprawling
Ruhr district waa constant target flocksof dlied bomber$ Vickers
WellingtonsLancasters, Flying Fortresses, and Liberat@3/Estern
Allies set up a virtual conveyordampingbomis onthe Ruhmistrict

We frequently met in iBseldorf to oversee tfi@undryfurnace
engineering and manufacturing. Béautifukrain ridefrom Mannheim
on the banks of the Rhine was like a trip through the pagetastyn
touristbrochure

After a visit to therainbar car, it was not hardfall for thelure
of themythicalSiren ol_oreleiwhoallegedlyesideatopthe misty bluffs
of the Rhine Riverdiween Koblenz and Bingdalded for brooding
castles, staopok villages, and surrounduigeyardslinging to hills so
steep theyare a challenge for mountain goats to clibndrelej an
enchanting beauty costter blond hajrexposgher beautyand sngs
as boa passbelow her 160 meter high rocky per&uatmenare
allegedldistiactedfrom their navigational dutiasd killed as tiveboats
crashedonto the treacherousver rocks.The legend of the Siren of
Loreleiis the bases for fairytales aodgs in most Germapeaking
countries. It was one of the stories that inspired the Brothers Grimm to
gather and publish tales that have delighted children for centuries.
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On one of the tripso Dusseldorfvith awork companion, | was
startled to heamannouncenentthat we were already at dastination
Weran to oussitting compartment and threwrluggage out the window
onto theplatform. | knew that the expreassin would only stofor a
couple of minutesMy companion and jumped from the rapidly
accelerating traihfell, tore mysuit and broke my haniily companion,
who was more agile, maintained his footilggoredmy fastswelling
handduringan evening of drinking awghing. The next morningur
host insisted on anray revealing a cgound fracture. | spent the next
three dgs ina hospitaland wore a cast for weekswas my first
involvement with socialized medicine; | found no fault with the
experience

The Germans are reputed to be the best iron and steel indsistrialist
in Europe Along with their reputation went a number of old traditions:
One of them is heavy eating and drinking and hard living. It was almost
impossible to avoid our contractor hastSusseldorimeeting us at the
train when we arrived the night before our freiqueeetings. They
insisted on taking us out for Hatur dining, drinking, stotglling, and
talking. It was hard to endure the repeated late hours and bad aftertaste
the following mornings. | thought | could put a stop to it by refusing to
tell them ouevening arrival schedules; but their tradition for hospitality
was stronger thayur ability to hide our itinerari@€&mehow they always
foundour schedulerad met us at the train station.

When thdurnace wereout into operation, the chief engineer for
the contractor stood beside the first ladle of molten iron and dramatically
made the traditional toast to Saint Bafbé#mna patron saint for iron and
steel makiny and concluded by throwing his felt hat into the 270
degree Fahrenheit molten metal.

One of the biggest headaches on the foundry pr@satvith the
machine that made thalds for thdargest iron castings. The heart of
the machine was the mold making timat was supplied by @S
company. Thdarge,expensive machine could not perform at the
specified speed even after a company representative came to Mannhein
and worked on it for a montfihe machine builder claimed it would not
perform becausmhnDeereengineers the USneddédwith its design.

Themolding machine representative left our office in Mannheim to
return to theJSunder a heavy cloud of recriminations and disftsist.
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he left the foundry to return to his home in the léSwalked across a
bridge spanning the basement dfoanbedout factory building. A
inexperienak Spanish fork truck driver mainto him and pushed him
throughthe bridge railingonto thepavingfifteen feet below. Heas
injuredandhhospi talized for several wee

It i's partaroeféo tohne |odadragiel yc ofmp | e
conflicts and problems with schedules, costs, technical issues, quality,
warranties, and errors, but the problem withssth mac hi ne wa s
chart. o

A drastic decision was made to junk the expensive machine and
redace it with a newone from a German equipment contractor.
Replacing the ngoerforming Americasupplied molding machine with
a German machine was embarrassing and costly.

One of the good aspects of working with German equipment
contractors was their eatine willingness to continue to work with their
equipment until it perforssatisfactorily and its customarssatisfied.

The pride of the engineers and n
their equipment to perform well.

The Mannheim foundry was budtross the street from a
residential apartment complex. The white masonry wall surrounding the
foundry was not enough to contain the noise, dust, and odor emanating
during the roundhe-clock foundry operating hours. In spite of dust
collection systems andise suppression measures, there were extensive
complaints from the apartment occupants about dirt on their clothes
hanging out to dry and noise that awakened them at night. The
government environment authoritiewere understanding and
cooperative as weok extensive corrective measures, however, the issues
with the neighbors were never completely resolvednamyldecades
later when the offending flodry was closed and dismantled.

Although most European locations where we traveled on business
were acessible by air, it was usually better to travel via train or to drive.
The poor weather of Europe oftersrdptedair travelschedulesThe
train systemthroughoutGermany and Euromeeexcellent.

German executives often trlavéh their secretariesthey @ando
administrative work while on the road. This custom canséess
specul ations on what the oot her
secretaries.
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Most of our business trips required staying one or two nights in a
hotel. | always tried to see tbcal sights when | had free evenings.

| visited Milanltalywith a colleague to inspect foundry equipment
of a type that we were contemplating buying for our Mannheim foundry.
While walking past the La Séeera House, wsere able to buspur
of-themoment tickets for an operatic performance. Even though | was
not an opera buff, | enjoyed being in such a beautiful and famous hall.

The next day our Milamost drove us past the spot whiaxsist
dictatorBenib Mussolini(il Ducg hismistess ClaraPatacgiand six
otherswere hundgrom awooden bearm 1945 They were hungpside
down from meat hookafew hours aftethey were orderetfom the
back of a truck and sumnharshot by a group of vengeftdlian
partisas. Mussolid Batteed bodywas hung shirtless to dramatize
scornof his captoraind assassirBatacéi skirtwastied around hdegs
out of apreposterousoncern for hemodesty.

Mussolini did not achieve the lofty goal héosdtimselfearly in
his careet:shall make my life a masterpiece.

On a December 13 business visit to an industrial city in Sweden to
investigat@urchasingnolteniron holdingfurnacesl found that it was
Santa Lucia Day, a religious festival honoring Saint Luciarayiubgie
for future lightafterthe long,gloomynorthernwinter nightsThe Santa
Lucia festival wadreadknown to me because it was also celebrated in
Rock Island, lllinois my home towi at AugustamCollege, a school
and Lutheran seminary with a strong Swedish hewhgea | took an
early morning waldn the cold, snowy streetssawyoung girls in the
openshuttered houses in white dresses with candle crowns on their
heads. At lunch and in the evening, cdindiaffets groaned with food
made to honor the Saritacia Day celebratidnginger snaps, pastries,
seafood, breads, mulled wine, fruit, and spiced meat balls.

| travekd to a small town in Austria to investigate reports of the
unique application of a piece of foundry equipment. When our plane
landed, the edgof the runway was lined with a dozen curious white
storks. It was the first time | ever shestately four foot tabirds

I | earned from my Austrian ho
capacity for courtesy and diplomacy. | spoke to him in my best bad
G man. After some time passed he
German is fine with me, perhaps you would be more comfortable
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speaking another language. | speak seven, but unfortunately English is
not one of them. o6 We struggled ol

From the bginning, there were uneasy undercurrents from both
sides of the Atlantic on how to design and build foundries. The proud
Germans had long experience in the iron business alahtiizeere
Americans also had an extensive history of building foueddasas
i nsi stenburwaazy .0@oi ng it

In the beginning, tHdSside usually prevailed because it controlled
the purse strings. But as time passed and after sigruéogvdny
managemerthanges were maitketheUSand in Germany, we started
to evaluate tnmerits of engineering with less regard for the origin of the
ideas. The latehpseof the foundrnybuilding project proceeded with
fewer conflicts.

The Mannheim foundry had to satisfy mamstomersit had to
pleaséron casting users in the Mannheiattor factory as well ti@se
in other company factories in Germany, France, and Spaievodn
Deerediesel engine factory in Orleans, France was the most demanding
customer with its need for complex, preciginginecastings The
Mannheim foundrymanagement team, assisted by many visiing
specialists, struggléat a long timeuntil it couldconsistentlydeliver
quality iron castings to its customers.

On awarmsummer day, a Mannheim factory offiak Bill
Hewitt, JohnDeer® €EO, on a tour of the foundry. At the end of the
tour, he brought him to my office for several minutes of discussion.
he left he said) | dondt want you t otimenake
wor k. o

| thought his remark was slightly hgbpsihthat it probably waisst
his way of bantering. The factory official came back the next day and said,
oBi Il | He wi teltyoudnis rereack waseanot meant to be critical
of your work here. o6 At the ti me,
Hewitt because of the coonmpg 6 s Eur opean mar ket
heavy financial loses.

The Mannheim foundrguperintendenbad difficulty with the
challenges of managing the new foundry fauredry customersvere
dissatisfied with the casting quality and delivery relialnigy, Aighly
experienced and competent manager from another company was hired to
succeed him. He Dbrought in a den
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style. He soon improved the foundry operation and went on to
sucessfully manage it for decades.

After threeyears of managing the engineering, construction, and
startup of the new foundrywe closed our Mannheim office. The
foundry project was completed on schedule and within the budgeted cost.
The longterm remaining issues as well as other “dewdyoping
foundry projects were turned over to the foundry operating group. Our
staff was reassigned except for an engineer and a secretary who resigne
Most of them went on to long successful cavadns the compariy
somei n hi gher posi t ineshtne of @yecareerveas s
while | worked in the demanding, tdé&m environment of the
Mannheinfoundry construction offiae.

The Mannheim foundsuccessfullgperated for many years as an
integral part odJohn Deel@s Eur opean manufactur
Years lateafterl retired fromJohnDeere | considered my role in
building the Mannheim foundry to be one of my most rewarding and
satisfying professional experiences. | expanded my knowledge of

engineeringnd manufacturingut more important, | learned of the need
for understanding human natutglomacy and the necessity for give
and take athe negotiating tables. Engineering, based in technical facts
and immutable principles was much easier to rif@stdruman issues

For the next year,worked in thelohnDeereregional headquarteéns
Heidelbergl worked on projects that were underway to retool factories
in Germany and Spain; start up a new factory in France, and provided
oversighfor new foundry projecta Mamheim.

Working in theHeidelbergegionabffice gave menaopportunity
to see homon-manufacturing parts of the company worked.

At this time, aenior company officer and board member moved
to Heidelberg to head JphnDeer& Business in Eupe, Africa, and
Middle East. Until then the management structure was fragnddinted.
divisioné marketing, manufacturing, engineering, and fimarome
reported tahe newesidentnanaging director.

| once read a military history book where an authoritattve
decisive army colonel was descril
new John Deefdanagindi r ect or was a ogr avel
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He could also be kind and understandih@d several meetings
with him where he could have chastised menfgrinexperienced
response to hguestions. He kindly helped theough the meetings.

Although he confidently and decisively took cludite activities
of the regional officet would take more than a decadeebéntless,
grinding work andeverdialse starts (futile pursuit of joint ventures with
other companies) until straigbtward, relentless slogging led to
profitability andsolid success fdohnDeerein Europe.
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Cast Iron Engine Block
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Chapter8

THE LUDWIG ERHARD ERA
1963 TO 1968

Of a truth the gods do not give the same man everything: you kno
gain a victory, Hannibal, but you do not know how to make use o
OL i vHistory of Rome

—

Ludwig Erhard

In early1963i at the time | started trawed to Germanii Konrad
Adenauer wagsoliticallysqueezed teelinquisthis more than a decade
long roleas chancellor of West Germany
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Ludwig Erhard was elected as the sepostivarchancellarin
the US John Kennedliadjustbeenassassinated and Lyndon Johnson
was the new occupant of thighite HouseErhard would serve as
chancellor from 1964 to 1968

Dr. Erhard was an economist, teacher, writer, finance minister, and
World War | artilleryweteran who waseverelywounded in Ypres,
Belgium He was abrilliant confident,and decisiveéconomic policy
wonk.

Like Adenauer, Erhard stayed clear of the Nazis during the war. He
spentthe war yearsvorking on his favorite subjdttthe study of
economics. He developed hisaglen what would be necessary to restore
the economic health pbstwar Germanybased on free markets, free
trade, a stable currency, anth the governmenplaying the role of a
strong referee. For the rest of his life, these ideas would be his bedrock.

Erhard was difficult to pigeonhole. Although he was aware of and
understood politics, he was not a politician. He thought he was good at
balancing his knowledge of hardheaded economic theories with his
practical experience and understarafihgman andocial values.

He believedhe was webuited to explain his economic theories to
the German peopléle thought iftheyfollowed his theories amndere
treated welby their governmeythey wouldmprove their livesespect
each otheand live responsipl

He oftensaideconomic growth would solveoptems better than

labor unionsaand government rules. legplainedop I t i s easi e
everyone a bigger piece from an-gu@wving cake than to struggle over
dividing up a small <cake. 0

Er har d o qetoesrerdi (l@@tandonanagement sitting
together orsupervisory boards of directav§)argercorporationsone
of the most cherished beliefs of@ermarabor lobby. He thought only
owners not employeegould make proper entrepreneurial decisions
based on risk and reward assessment

Erhard alsoopposed any moves toward a united Europe with
integrated fiscal and economic policies administrated by a central
bureaucracy. His views put him in constant conflict with powerful pro
united Europe forces.

Erhard started to lsemepoliticallyprominentin 1947when he
wasselected by the Americans and British to dthemewly created
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Special Office for Credit and Money. His free market ideas immediately
put himinto conflict with socialigtrientedgovernnent officialswho

were obsessed witincome equality ankigh taxes for thewealthy.
Erhard said it was better to let the wealthy keep their money to invest in
industry and recovefsom the waitthan to tax it away for the dubious
usesdy government burearats.

He had a dim view of gowenent bureaucracies He Eseayi d ,
planned economy rests on the assumption that some bureaucracy with
moutonsof available data can be wiser than the conswheithey
serve. Thigs complete economic nonsedse.

Afterthe war, Erhard recoged the obligatidior Germany to pay
war reparatiorts thealiedvictors but he didhotthink it made sense to
do it with industrialequipment tadn from Germany. He thougtite
machinery should be kept to proelgoods that codlbe sold for cash;
the cash could then be used for paying reparafioisswas in direct
conflict with the Russians and French whdaed away everything
possible intheir occupied territoridgavingfactories, transportation
systems, power generatitatisns, and officqsickedas clean amimal
skeletonsfter being dined on yngrywolf packs.

In 1949 stifnecked Adenauer appointed jovial Erhard to be his
economics ministeeven though he disliked hiverything about
Erhardds personal l'ife irked Ade
chomping and smoking; beer drinking; interest in fast carsatugr
(he was nicknamder Dick&The Fat One); card playing; listening to
Mozart operas with hisfevirather than studying government documents;
devotion to sports; congenial optimism; faith in the goodness of most
peopleandrefusal to engage in political treactigthyard liked to study
the big issues at the expense of staying on top of thefdieta@aaging
the government. All of these things outraged the studious, ascetic
Adenauer and were in sharp contrast to his values: harinodest
personal habitdistrust of human natumajcro-managingmanipulation
of peopleand rigid adherence toist Christian principles.

| mmedi ately after Erhard becan
their relationship deterioratietherbecause Erhard rigidly stuck to his
rational and proven ideas on the economy whereas tpgagveatic
Adenauer bent in therdction ofthe prevailingolitical wing.
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In 1950, with the outbreak of the Korean War, the demand for
German goods shot up. Panic hoarding of goods and food occurred
becausef public fear that the eventskinreacould lead to thRussian
invasion of Western Europe. Production rose dramaticaifile
unemployment fell

The Korean War raised the worry flags in Euasyge America
Stalinegged on North Korea to invade South Korea. Many drew the
conclusion that this was a diversionary tactic and a goelRiessia to
take military action WesterrEurope.

The occupying Americans still called the shatéestGermany
through the office of High Commissioner John McCloy. His staff insisted
that planning and controls would solve the economic proipl&iest
Germanycaused by the Korean War. Ertairdd an opposite viewpoint
inanewspaper article, 00Only primit
solution to the current problem

By 1955 the highyout ed 0 e c o n WestGermany r a c
was evident and credit was usually given to ErHaxgever, he
respondedo tl was no miracle; it was the logical result of policies that
werecarefully considered in advadce.

When the European Common Market wstabdished in 1957,
Minister of Economicgrhard reluctantly supported it back the
political desires @hancelloAdenauer.

Later in 1957 largelyby shamelesshgaking credit foEr har d 6 s
economic theories for West German proseAtyenauer won a
stuming political victoryvhen he was #&ectedchancellar He still
despised Erhard, but he hadtontinueo tolerate hinas his economic
minister

The growth of thewWest German economyvas explosive; it
continued to skyrocket throughout the 1950s. The available laGor pool
evenafter absorbingnillions of refugeavorkersfrom the easét was
exhausted. The borders were openeddontrolledf | ood of 0
workersoé from other countries wi.t

My personal observati®nn ourHeidelbergneighborhoodand
when wdraveed supported the oftereported stories that the economic
miracleextended to all citizens. People appearedaieogatelglothed
and £d Many owned cdisalthough modest isize and luxuflyand
housingappeared to beatisfactoryThe entire country seemed to pulse
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with steadily growing prosperitgever saw a beggar on the stré@éis.
earlierelection promise dfierbert Hoover ahthe Republicans in the

US from thirty fiveyears earlier was approaching realization in West
Germany: A chicken in evgot and a car in every garage.

Thisoccurrednly acouple of decadester the entire demoralized
country lay wasted with a smashed ecorestgrving ill-clothed, and
poorlyhousedopulationa large percent of her lmgopulation dead or
in Russiamprisonsits transportatiorcommunications, apower sipply
dysfunctionalts currencynearlyworthlessandits governmenin chaos.
Howevermuch of the talent and @gization thasuppliedhe mighty
Naziarsenalsvas still intacand when it waallowed to again shift into
high geareconomicecovery was swift West Gananyi but not so in
East Germany

By the late 19508 r har d&6s physi cal and m
He was dr ai ned-ebdingdamatiomm ensuredhat hen e v €
did not become his successor as chancellor

While Erhard was chancelltve was criticized for not being
courageous and aggressive. gteea with his detractors when he
responded O That s t he wageyofadove;il lack the h
gall . 6

Erhard tried to introduce a relaxed and collegial atmosphere into
the government with a minimum of 4dpwn orders. His staff, which
was use to its orders coming from aboperformedike an orchestra
with an absent conductor

He made a serious blunder by declining the top clirspafitical
partyeven though as chanceltorould have been hidefoolishly and
naivelyleft it to exchancellorAdenauerwho used it asorum for
vicioushopposi ng Erhardds will

In dealings betweekdenaueland Erhard, evarafty Adenauer
always danced a step ahead in strategic thimégglways cocksure of
his positionand usualfy but not always ga his way.

In 1965 West Germany held a parliamentary election. The middle
class people, to whom Erhard had appealed for most of his political life,
remembered hisconomideadership even though most of them did
not understand his theoffies rebuilding tawarravaged West German
economy. They gave him a substartelectionvictorywhile Adenauer
continued to lob negative jibes from the sidelines.
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Late in 1965ChancelloErhard visited Washington weadepared
to discuss an agenda of issues of muoteagst with President Johnson
Johnsonwas not inclined to listen because ofphe®ccuption with
problems in Vietnam.

Johnsortook Erhard into a small room and for fifteen minutes
treated him like a Texas cotton field overseer might treat hisrfadd ha
in an earlier generation as he crudely demanded physical and financia
contributionsfrom Germanyfor the Vietham War. Erhard, who was
stunned actudebuling deman@ssfused to submit to his
trademarko ver bear i ng me tJhoohdn sodf n &Osp ea dswi
were present were embarrassed and shockedhiadorishness.

If Johnson had read abauto me of Er hardds <co
after the war with the occupyibé forces, he would have known he
could bea tough nut to crackhen impatant issues were at stalke.

1948 Erhard, on his own initiative and contrabySwishes, abolished

food rationing and price controls in West Germany. General Lucius Clay,
the militarycommander of théVesternAl | i es 1 n Ger man)
Erhard, myadvisors tell me you have relaxed the rationing system. That
is a mistake when there is such a food saarcity

Er h ar dHers @enejd)did not relax it; | abolished it. It will
now work better with a free market since we éstablishethe new
stah e Deutschmark to replace the
The old currency, the Resnfark,of t en cal | ed wmwval | |
so distrustednd inflation was so rampdémat people did much of their
trading on the black market with cigaretteseries, tires, potatoes,
shoes, stockings, and ¢@odesperatewoman sometimes traded
themselves farrgentlynee@dnecessitieSome products were priced in
cigarettg$ six hundred cigarettesould buy a bicycléerhard sound
economicpolides andactiors were like a steroid shot to thé/est
German econory.

Whereas Erhardodés elevation to
deserved, his lorgganding lack of political and foreign affairs,skifls
personalinterestsandresistance to the entrenched putdiccepts of
socialism doomed him to a short and ineffective reign.

Er har doés supreme achievements
increasingly out of step with the youth of the county who re§édodlied
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War Il as something out afusty history bookand who tok the
countryodés prosperity for granted.

Whil e he was <chancell or, Er hai
reducing German dependence on the US and establishing diplomatic ties
with Israel

Bylate 196@Erhard seemed to have lost his touch and his physical
vigor declined furtherhe was becoming an anachronism. When his
supporters abandoned him, he quietly and honorably rekigrieed
ten more years whintinung to serve as a membef the West
German parliament.

The quotatiomotedat the beginning of thisalpt er f r om
Roman HistoryOf a truth the gods do not give the same man everything:
you know how to gain a victory, Hannibal, but yaooti&now how to
make use of)iaptly appédto Erhard His crowning achievemewas
brilliantly conceiving and implementitige West Germamost war
economi@olicieshis weakness was not firmly grasping the reigns of the
federal governmenthen they were handed to him.

With mildmannered anevero pt i mi sti ¢ Er har do
nation dandoned many of his economic theories and moved toward an
expandingcostlywelfare state with little concern for howauld be
funded. Most of the public and the politicianslerstood thathe
economiadiscipline and restraints advocated by Erhard were good for
them, but they opted for the pleasure of wine and easgViemthough
theyknewthere would bea billthat must be paidter George Bernard
Shawexplainedhe situation wellwhenhesady gover nment
policy to rob Peter to pay Paul can be assured of the supportéof Paul

In December, 196&rhard was succeeded as chancellor by Kurt
Georg Kiesinger, a lawyer and expert on foreign affairs who governed
during my last year of livimg GermanyHe was a former Nazi, a fact
that clouded hismein office.During much of hiserm he focused on
reducing tensions with the blustering S&loet countries

Considering Chancellor Ki e s i ntgoe rhistsrydefining
predecessoduring he tumultuouspostwarerain WestGermany he
receivedhe same amount aftentionasa persorwould if he weren
the speakd®s agenda at aeronautical confererfodowing Wilbur and
Orville Wright.
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President Johnson and Chancellor Erhard
Washington, DC

-k\-\." 4
US High Commissioner McCloy
and German Chancellor Erhard
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Chapter9

THE LOOMING BEAR
TO THE EAST

| cannot forecast to you theRuwsisidos a riddle, wrapped in a
mystery, inside an enigma; but perhaps there is aRagsiimat key is
national interest.
i WinstonChurchill

And so it was necessary to teach people not to fintgrsrdanake
to compel them to seedkisteaty and argue the opposite
of what was obvious to everyone.
A Boris Pasternak

The tactics used by the East Eloopeanisarties after the
warto eliminate their rivals and gain unchallenged powatdldid not see
unusual. Political life was already imbued with violence.
A Jan GrosgPolish writer)

Whoever occupies a territory also imisa®es sndtal system. Everyone
imposes his own system as far as Ipisveemiyp ltsso.
A Joseph Stalin

Facts nonger made contact with tfef terangsm,)
which had risen above the facts ooostngts of
rather like a theological system.
The point was notlitevbehe theory,
but to repeat it ritualistically
and in such a way that both beétiabahdcome irrelevant.
In this way the concept of truth disappeared from the intellectual la
and was req@d by that of power.
A George Orwell
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The Russan Bear to the Est
(Stalin in Disguise)

When the alliance between Russia aMilekterriAllied Forces withered
immediatelyafter World War lI(in Russiait wascalledo The Gr e a
Pat r i o)titisaonb&vanre @vident that profound and irreconcilable
politicaland culturatlifferences existdgbtween the communist and the
democatic worlds. Winston Churchiliramatically efined the
differences ith an often-quotedline fromhis peechgivenin Fulton,
Missourin 19460 Fr om Stettin on the Bal't
an iron curtain had escended acr o®lIsr otnh ec ucrot!
instantly became the chosen adjective to describe anything to do with
communismoO Col d War 6 s oo runivérsalketmofare d ¢
defining the conditi@that would prevaih the East and the Wdst

five more decades
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It was hard for theVest to understand the Russian mindsethe
communisteadersthe fundamentasupemacyof communism wahe
only logical system for governifidhey believed it wasientifially
superior to abystems of govamentandwould outpace the capitalistic
West.Theybelievedvhencommunisnwas fully proveand accepted
Russia anBastern Europét wouldinevitably spread Western Europe
and tha to therestof the worldThe Russians thougdithoughSoviet
stylecommunism would leadvorldwidetransformationit wouldneed
to be expedited withersuasion bthe securitypolice.Their persuase
methods rivaled those of the Mafia as toeyincedheir victims to
climb into car trunksithh encouragaentwith ice pickandhot soldering
irons

Ordinary peopldaid not give a fig fohighblown theories of
governmentThey onlywanted adequate foodspectable clothirend
housing decentsocial servicegducation cars, vacations, personal
comfort andrewarding jobsThey alsowanted higiguality material
possessiorend servicahatwouldimprovetheirdrearylives

The communisteconomic system focused on designing and
manufacturing militagnd industriabquipment; it gave short shrift to
gualityconsumer goodsnd service§ heRussian authoritiegho were
assignedo manag the limited part of the economgedicatedto
consumer goods never could get the hang of making quality products,
efficiently growing foodlistributinggoods supplyingrepairparts and
servicegyroviding entertainment free of propagandaljsteding to the
voice of themarket. Consumer goods weaiteody; half the food
produced spoiled androtted before itgot to consumds tables
consumers wasted countlesars searchirfgr food and necessitjesd
people starved iacountry that for centuries haekh the bread basket

of Europe.
A Britishpoliici ands taunting remark al
modfied andapplied to Russi@ We | i ve on an i sl ;

surrounded by an ocean teeming with fishwittetheeconomigolicies
andpoliticalleadership of my opponemte ar e c ol dheand
resourcesand opportunities ifRussiaare without limitand yet they
remainednaccessible to ordinary citizens

The fact that communism fundamdwpfalled towvork was blamed
by the Russianen poor training, poor administratiomadequate
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disciplire, and unreasonabilesistancey thedecadenWest.In Russia
and her controlledterritories the theory of communism won cuter
capitalisnonly whenstuffeddownthe throatsof the hapless citizehy
ovepoweringsecurity policéf harsh persuasion methddsconverting
people to Russian communidit not work therewasthe onext leved
such as thannihilation of th@rosperouossackkarmersin southern
Russiaand the Ukrainghe mass murder of athilitary officers and
intelligentsia ifPoland and the nevegndingpogromsagainsKRussian
Jews.

Russiaalso thoughtshe should insulatder people from any
exposure to the western world for fear they would be sedubedurg
of its superficiatagadeAfter World War |, ashimsical songxpressed a
similar situation with rustic American soldiers whesnréturned home
from FranceHow ya gonna kedm down on the farm
ad ter thRagebve seen

But there was nothiwghimsicalvith Russiasoldiersand civilians
who hadseen theWest during the warand contrasted it to their
threadbarenotherland and the absupdliticalhooey spouted by their
leadersManyriotedwhen they were rounded up forciblereturnto
their harsh homelafidsomecommitted suicidéelhey knewwhen they
returned hometheir fate wouldikely be a death sentencsunmary
executionsevere mishmentor shipment to Siberta beabused and
worked to deathThey could not be allowed to contaminate others with
their tales o& bettetife in theWest

When Russian troops came into western Eurdpetories and
contrasted the household goods, fine buildings, arstae&kd stores
with their crude household utensils and furnihaeglsfor home and
stores stocked only with rudimentary gabdglearned that theussian
economic system wiaserior and their government was deceitful.

The Russians flawied thé military might and the claimed
superiority of communismith endless processions staigeldloscovd s
Red SquareThe parades were made upaoks, rockets, trucks with
gaudy whitewall tires, artillerygoosesteppingtroops, and posters
exalting their political lead€dserheaghelatesmodel aircraft streaked
by. Watching over the spectdden the ancientstone Kremlin towers
were theexpressionless old niiesome drooligh who sat on the
Politburo and mannequidike seniormilitary officersThe whole lot
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looked like they could be models for popuRarssiarwooden nesting
dolls.TheannuaRed Square pageant wasaskd endlesslywas done
with the precision of a Ratkesh ow i n Man h atMusicn 0 s
Hall but withlessentertaimentvalue. And there wao hint of what
people really cared abdwguality foodglothing and housing

Major agreements regarding post World War Il Europe were made
in conferences held in Tehran, Iran in 1943 aNdltg Russian early
1945T h e 0 Bi BRooSevelt, Erurchill, and Staglresided

After the war, in | ate 1945, a
in Potsdam, Ger many. relTluman (rdplacmg@ t h
deceaseBRoosevelt), Atlee (just wvoted

Great Britain) and Stalin. Some of niestremembered and painful
agreemeniismade insecredy were thecavalieforced repatriatioof
millions ofethnic Germanand the arbitray remapping ofmuch of
Eastern Europe.

Good and necessary decisions were alsoantdw®Big Threé
conferencessuch as Russiato enter the war againstJapan after
Germaly @lefeat, free electiotsbe heldn Easterrfcuropearcountries
(this wouldhevelhappen)defeatedermanyo be demilitarize@ncdthe
United Nationgo be established

At a cocktail party that | attendeldile living in Heidelberg guest
fumed &out Russiandeng allowed tohold swayver East Germany
and the countries of Eastern Europe. An informed studenecent
history reminded him of thkreesecreimeeting8 especially the Yalta
meeting of the Allied PowersAt those meetings, the die was cast for
much of Europevith callous onchalance; the fate of Europe would be
determined by #hoccupying armed forceseach location of Europe at
the time hostilities ende@ommunism and control would prevail in the
East and capitalism and freedom in the West. Stalin insisted that he
needd control of the eastefBuropeancounties asa buffer zone to
protect Russiadm future invasiongdm the West.

When the eastern countries learned the results of theoBegret
Three conferences, thdelievedhey had been betrayed by Roosevelt
whose boundless idealism combined lgthaiveté was no match for
Stalinds cynical use of raw powe
human rightsThroughout Eastern Européaltabecaméhe bywordor
betrayal
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Roosevelt and most Americans thought Stalin was of a western
mentality capable of sitting at a conference table and mutually working
out reasonable and honorable decisions. They did not understand that he
was partly a ration&#uropeanize®eter the Greabbking to the West
and partly a dark, Asian Genghis Kharl,tkeader of t he 0G
that ruthlesky conquerednost of Eurasia a millennium before the Age
of EnlightenmentFyodor Dostgevsky a Russiamvriter and thinker,
explained 01 n EaerAsigticehergas in Asieeare European 6

Roosevelt did not trust many people, and he was normally a
superiorydge of charactdout he misjudged StalBome say he did not
stand up to Stalinds b lexhaustedranda nd
gravey ill. In photos at the Yalta conference, hedbkdé he already ta
one footover the threshold into theext world. He would digvo
months later

Others asked what mdrecould have done short of starting a war
wi t h Ru steugheried Red Arrgtiry teepushit out of the areas
it won and occupied after years of frightful bat&sin thought the
Russians had carried a disproportionate burden in tvtlw@ermany
and deserved a large rewardiel oss of ten percen
populatiori fourteen million military deaths and seven million civilian.
Many additional millions of Russidrezibefore analuring the war but
by the hand of Stalin when he did not think they enthusiastically
supportedthe war anchis system of governménbr simply at his
whims.

The inequalityin the level of prgperity betweemRussia and the
Westas well as the vdmsstoricalpoliticalandcultural differences, made
it virtuallyimpossible fothere to be bas forcommon thinkingnost
people on eithesidesimply cald not comprehenithe other.

The Russian leaders could not believe or accept that their
totalitarian system of communism was fundamentally flawed and
unworkable; to force most people to freelg@ocommunism was like
trying to jam a metric nut on a British bolt. Stalin was asked how he could
continue to promote the Marxlsninist theories of communism in the
face of evidence thamita s n 6t wo r knewergever land. He/ a s
allegedly rdied ol f the facts do not sup
thef acts. 6 St aloirre awa st ya dmasentegntési ocofn ¢
disconnectedhis tether from reality and objectivity.
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Russian leaders were willing togoslghigh pricein human lives
for the introduction and establishmentommunism Stalin callously
commented on lost livesA single death is a tragedymillion is a
statisticdd The Russiansvere willing to pay any price to introduce the
o)goodness of c omminmuanti es mB h ea n d edweil li s
St a Icyinicabwgords recall a similar line writecenturyealier by
FyodorDostoyevsky Hawever much you tinker with the world, you
c a n 0 tit venaelasy to contrddut by cutting off a hundred million
headghere is no moreesistancand the job is a cinéh.

Winston Churchill summed up the mindset of most ofidstern
worldabout the best waytogoveanl t has been said
the worst form for government exceptforallathen at have bee

In the postwaryearsn Europe the West was led by théSand
herNATO allies and thEast by thé&oviet Union anthe Warsaw Pact
membersFor decades following the war, the media was saturated with
news of EastVest posturinggspionage, propaganda, arms races, threats,
sports competitions, proxy wars, suspicion, disindib)usteringThe
line between the East and West was razor sharp.

The military hreatto the West bmme much more worrisome
whenRussiaet offherfirst aomic bomb in 1943 his was followed by
ahydrogen bomb in 1955. With nuclear weaporisnger a monopoly
of the US the world military balance required a majoategic
adjustment.

Fortunatelyall who had the atomic bomb at that taoeepted the
judgment ofRobert Oppenheimer, the father of the atomic bomb, when
he predicted the dire consequences if atomic weapons were widely used
He quotedhe Sanskrit words froemnane nt Hi ndu scri pt
becomedat h, the destroyer of worl ds

While we lied in Heidelberg in the 1960s, we were surrounded by
the massivepresence athe residentJS military.When tensions were
high duringperiodic cyclesf Russian threats, we fafancifulisionof
our highlytorquedand motivatedoldiers and airmen perpetually girded,
loaded for bear, and ready to sprint to their waiting tanks, planes, and
jeeps to race east to face the invading Red Anmyision made us feel
safé but also a bit nervous.

We often heard ar militaryfriendsspeak of the possibility of the
Russiangvading West Germatiyough the Fulda Gap, a large flat area
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northeast of Frankfurt that was ideal for large scale infantry and tank
maneuverind.he Red Army was imaginegbgsimisto be as limitless

and unstoppable &e n g h i s makaadmgvidngolianhoardthat

swept into Europ&om the east in the thirteen centangl laid waste to

all that it encountereld wasscarcely more tham hour drive fronour
hometo the Fulda Gapt was scary.

In spite of the dseness of the Red Armywherewe lived in
Heidelberg, | never saw a RuseidBasterrBloc soldier Crossborder
travel was under close ttohand communist currenciesre virtually
valueless in the West.

Both side§ with their nuclear weapdnsvere held itightcheck.
TheEast and the Westere like a pair of scorpions warily circling before
the start oh death dance knowing the lethal outcome for both of them
if theyembracedHowever, there was always a gnawingeco in our
minds that &odkasoakedRussiarsoldieror a disgruntleAmericarGl
mi ght 0 p e mox Bralaccdentaliyfigger anuclearmilitary
exchangevith appalling consequenc&shough i seemedhatnuclear
weapons guaranteed there woeler be a havar between Russiad
the US it would be hard t&eep the weapons holstenedhe evenof
an unintended militaryncident. The ineviable Armageddorfollowing
the use ohucleaweaponsvasunimaginabldz=romthe vantage pdiof
a halfcentury later it iIsow cleathattheUSand Russia both played from
the same rule book on one piinthenpushed to the brink of wahney
would bothease offust before lethal contact was m&aein the 1960s,
the Armageddon scenaseemeglausible.

Any doubts about thpotentialhorrors of nucleapowerwere
dispelled decades lat¢the time of the @mnobyl atomic power plant
catastrophe in Rusgid0,00 people werdoomed for slowadiation
death)and thesimilarFukushima Daiichi disaster in Japsany lives
were lost and®rmous areas of landd watebecame toxic whenete
atomic power plantaassivelfailed

After the merciles$956bludgeoning of the Hungariabg the
Russianduring theBudapestiprisingthe Chinese abandonmentef
alliance witlRussiathe dtrashing of all of the economies touched by
Russiaand the spread of corruption in Rysia entire communist
house of cardgarted tdray andvobbk. Neverthelesg,wouldcontinue
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to standfor decadesinder theharsh twisting heel of the Russian
enforcers

For yeas, the Cold Warcauseda diversion of the wealtand
strength of the&JSandNATO nationsand Russiaand Warsawact
counties from peaceful endeavonseverthelessthe adversaries
maintailedabalancehatkept theworld fromanothemwar of the scope
of World War II.

Early inWorld War 1| it seemed that the Russian bear was only a
bumbling cubThe Germansn a massivBlitzkriegattack confidently
and successfuliyvadedRussia in June of 1941. At first they bested the
Russians in every wagd at every turn. But the Germans could not
overcome the frigid winterthe neveending expanses of larahd
eventually the dogged determinasind bravery of thiastdeveloping
Red Army. The invasion bogged down and extended into the bitter,
ruthless winter; it became a disaster for Germany and leeded
acclaimedhvincibility.

After Russié mitial success@s stopping the Nazi invasion and
then counterattackinigislowly became obvious thatpopular symbol,
the bearwas an apt representation for peoplé ferocious, cunning,
tenacious,merciless, unpredictable, and able to absolimited
punishment and hardships. When German soldiers were ordered to the
Eagern Front, they considerégdheir death sentence. Hitler arrogantly
and stuplly dsregarded thdeadlyfate of Napoleods ar my wh
similarlyfailedto capture Moscow duringnambingRussian winter
military campaign

One of the bloodiest confliai§ the waion the Eastern Fromind
a major turning poiwas the battle of Stalingrad with General Friedrich
von Paulus leading his 300,000 strong Gerrfiafr@y. His poorly
supplied and ilothed armypbecamdrozen, broken down, diseased,
hungrywounded, dysfunctional, and dispiritedng its iltimed winter
attack on Stalingrad/henvon Paulughought it could get no worses
armywas annihilated by the unforgivingnterhardenedrkussian Red
Army led by General Zhukov and othémsspiteo f Hi tl er &s
fight to the last man, Von Paulus surrend@®ati a handful ofvon
P a u captsrésoldiers ever returned home after years of brutal forced
labor in Siberian work camps.
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From adistantvantage point, tould beimaginedhatthe great
World War Il battldor Stalingad could be compared tbe methodical
workingof a giant crushingpendulum( r esemb |l i ng Edgal
story, 0The Pi tthatsmudg eashunderPGemednu | u n
controf to its maximum limit of motion at Stgirad And ater a pause
to regain strengtht svungbacki thistime unde Russian conttd to
its point oforigin in Germay Theutterdesolatiorand deatin the path
of the pendulumas it swung both ways, veasvast itvould sickera
vulture.

The few mauled Germanwho survivedthe Russian battles
stumbledback home from their-fiditedventurethrough thebattle field
wreckage andivagedand left from theiearier invasion. The proyd
arroganthounds of hell that confidently swept into muchvestern
Russia departed like whipped, whimpering curs.

It was the beginning of the end tloe humbled NazArmy.

After Stalingrad, the German peagtevlybegarto realizehey
had been pumped full of hooey by the Nazi propaganda machine and the
outcomeof the waii especially from theelentless anoherciless &1
Armyfi wouldbe unthinkably bad for thefitheycringed athethought
of theterriblerevenge thysensedvas comingp settle accounts for the
Nazi a r mytibsious behavior in RussiBhey disregardedheir
government ds p forthgomigga sudeaveap@nd @ndt
imminent victorytheyrecognized theyere going tbe shellacked agai
for the second time in a quarter century.

Overlayingthe Germannvasion of Russia was the ufiazi
contempt for Slavic people. The Nazis tho&kawsvere scarcely better
than animals suitable for slaughter, starvation, enslavement, and
extermination. They planned to use the vast conquered land of Russia for
Lebensraiiving spacea source for raw materjaadfor slave labor

The barbaric behavior of the Nazis when they first poured into
Russia, with theguperiorattitude, made it easier for the victoriked
Army to reciprocate in the same manner whewmould latefi with
churning tankspulverizing artillepyandrelentlessifantryi grind across
Germany to Berlin.

Revenge became the policy of Russia when she invaded Germany.
A Russian gener al remi nded his
avenge themselves against the enemy for all of the atrocities committed

127



on Soviet soil é and t henansforitheie s p o
e v i The grimRussianpolicy was carried ouwtith eagerness and
efficiency.Strict @mmunist theoreticiandaimedthe Germanslso

0 dserved retributidibecause theyamtiedcapitalismMao Zedongf

China had a similar viewpomh e n  h &he death df pne worker
weighs heavily like a mountain, while that of a bourgedialigta@s

light as a feather.

| raptly listened to the stories of my German colleagues who had
been soldiers on the Eastern Feord were among thevevho returned
home Ther bearing wakke prisoners who had miraculously received
eleventhhour reprieves from death row. Fhgitiful stories of the
thousands otheir comradew/ho perished and wewsaceremoniously
dumped into frigid graves could hatot imagined.

After the war endedhe triumphant Russians thought they had
carried the heaviest load in defeating the Madisdeserved a large
percentof the booty.The victorious Red Army was still intact; and by
1951, they hatthe atomicbomh They believed they had the right and
the strength to do exactly as tegiredn what became East Germany;
and they were supremely confident tr@hnounism would bury
capitalisnbecause atsinherentsuperioritylt was a heady time for the
Russians.

The treat of the Russian bear going on a rampageeghevas
palpable. The general feeling was tehedecided to move outsitier
normal sphere of influence Russia and thEastern Bloc countries,
West Germany would like first placeto be invadel and pobably
precipitate World War 1lIThe Gernans were especially featheir
country would be tharget for thavide scalese ofatomic bombshat
would annihilateher cities angopulation Andfor an indefinite time
their cities and farmgouldbe atoxic wasteland.

The fear was not without basis. The coldivioailt on distrust,
suspicion, and misunderstanfingas at a high point. In 1962, wéh
the USover establishing Russiaoclearmissile bases in Cuba was
narrowly averted. Since the aidWorld War Il, Russia repeatedly
demonstrated thahewould swindherlethal claws and snbprsharp
teeth when irritated or challenged; restive Hungary, East Germany, and
Czechoslovakia were slapped down hard when they tried to stieke off
b e aunwklsome anduffocating embrace.
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In 1964, the mysterioasd sinisteRussian @itburo deposed
bombastic Nikita Khrushchevand replaced him witlapparatchik
(bureaucrat).eonid Brezhnevit wasunknownwhat went on irthe
Byzantindnalls of the Kemlinasthe people of Russia and the rest of the
world waitedorthedor ed s mo k e & h a 0 8 baudresson g
it was acarftimeandcause for great anxiatyhenmostpeople thought
of themysteriou&remlin, it brought to their minds Raspuiint he Cz a1
oOwi t ch d tvanthe Tedible a n d

When Russian leadéip changed there could be total and
surprising reversal s. E v gunning n e
denunciation ofjodlike Stalin fohismassexecutions dfisopponents
based ortrumped up charges; foreign policy blunders; failutfge of
brutal and terrorizing collectivization of agriculture; appalling loss of lives
in World War II; and allowing Germanyingadevast areas of Russia
early in the warAnd they remembered that &tdhad summarily
executed most difis senior military officemarly in the wdrecausée
did not trust them.

West Germans wonderedhat mischiefnewlyelectedBrezhnev
plamed for them.

Russia needea scarypoogeymaito controlherpopulation Tony
Judt, dnistoriarripe with knowledge gbstwar historyexplainedThe
communisstate was iapermanent condin of undeclared war against
her own citizens. Like Lenimer leaders understood the need for
enemiesithey wereconstantly mobilizing againtheir foesi most
importantlytheirdomestic foes.

The entire Rugn BEmpirewas plagued with economic stagnation,
rampant corruption, and inefficiency.

A broadlyreadand eccentrigcialacquaintanceas given tdrawing on

his extensive knowledge aihcient loreé particularly when his
imaginationwas stimulatedby winefi and projecting itforward into
modern circumstanceAt asocial gdiering,he compared thenodern
Russian Red Army to thiagudeatured ifcdgarA | | e ns tPoofbgd,s 0
Masque ofthe Red Dedtlts et i n : 0l den ti mes

Prince Prosper@ medievaloblemanandhis friends dined,
danced, and reveled at a masked bk Beemingsolation and
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security of his remot@ountaincastlethinkingthey couldsafely
wait out an approachingpidemic ofthe deadly Red Death
(bubonic plaguéhat was devastating gw@roundingountry.

In spite oPrinceP r 0 s pdiéigerdpiesautionsyt the last
chime of midnighamysteriouguninvited guestppearet his
Gothic castléhals among thevaltzing, swirlingevelerss they
danced t@ulsating otherworldly Gypsynusic The prince was
horrified tofind the strangeghostlyvisitoramong the dancers.
The guestvashooded andloaked in bloocded velvetThevivid
red pustules on his faaed his burning breattonfirmedthat
he waghebearer of th@ideousand fatabubonicpestilence

After my friendsd anothegglassat i v
of redwine andmusedaboutWest Germanyiving in theominous
shadow otheloomingRedArm:

Was the Wesinysafer from théhreateningRed Armythan
Prosperavasfrom theintrusion of thdatalRed DeatWould
Brezhnev sentlis amy into West Germany as aninvited
guestand if it camewould it kring the Sovietversion of the
dreadedRed Death the death of democracthe suppression
of human rights andreedom and the annihilation othe
thriving econonf) And even worse, would the coming of the
dreaded Red Ar myreleapeatomidneapaons,r a 0
precipitatethe biblical battle of Armageddand endife on
earth®

My friendods i ma gdenea antamesingnbatt a p |
unsettling. It necessita@dieringanotheibottle of redvine tocalmour
jitteryminds

Althoughwe enjoyed travelingye nevervisitedRussia oEastern Bloc
countieswhilewelived in Europe because of the burden and nuisance
of securing visas. The communist offigafgpressed contacts with the
west as if it would put its citizens in leagith the devil.

At a later timgafter the fall of communism,visiteda drab
Hungarian border town directly across from vibrant, sparkling Austria. |
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stopped iraoncefashionable restaurdat afternoortea It looked like
the clock stopped in tHEB0s tired artdeco stylefloors covered with
worn out linoleumanddrearytatteredurniture.

The plain wooden shelves of an adjacgrdcerystore offered
dumpy, basic products packaged in drab bos#lesand bags

The decrepit, #naintaineduildingfacade# the neighborhood
looked liketheder stagesettingsresurrectedrom an ancient storage
warehousdt corfirmedthat | had not missed much by pogviously
traveling to places sullied the communiseconomic and political
system.

Instead of building a consumer goods society to deareftizens,
Russia, poured money, manpower, and technoloderitomidable
militaryand securitgapabilityShe could not do otherwise; if she let up
on herarmy andron-fisted security appéus, citizens certainly would
revolt. Russia hatew qualms about usitgrarmed mightvhenshe
thought she could get away witlAinid she did get away withn the
EasterrBloccountiesthat resisted heiestern European countréesl
most Americanfearedhe restive andnpredictable Russian bear.

While we lived in West Germang probably need nloave feared
the Russianbut we did not know it until decades Idteny Judtwrote
thisin the early 2005

The illusion seemed plausiblthat communism was
reformablethat Stalinism hathken awrongturn, a mistake
thatcould still be correctedndthe core ideals of democratic
pluralism(coexistence ohultiplegroupsmight somehow still
be compatible with the structures\sérxistcolectivism That
illusion was crushed undank treads durintpe Russian and
Warsaw Pact invasioh Czechoslovakian August 21, 1968
The credibility and respect fd&tussianever recovered.
Al exander DSedrditaeyd thg Gzeéchosldvakia
Parliament and his Action Prograror reform were the
beginningof the end for communism Never again would
radicalsor reformers look to the rulinogrty tocarryout their
aspirationsor adopt their projects. Communism in Easter
Europe staggerealong, sustained by an alliance of foreign
loans and Russian bayonets: the rotting carcass was finally
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carriedawayin 1989. But the soul of communism died twenty
years earlier in Prague, in 1968

The Czechgleadedor help intodeaf eain Washington ater
timeof invasionoy fellow Warsaw Pact pargiéFhe US had a full plate
of miseries elsewhere with éxpanding war in Vigm.

For a long timgthe increasinggrchaiand raggedRussiarbear
would continue to face weshd occasionallgnarl andslash but it
becane doviousthatthe beawas standing amstablemeltingice.The
CIA repeatedly reported that Russia and her satellites were in a steady
state ofeconomiadeclineand moral degy, but no oné@ either in the
West or the EaStforesaw that theolossaRussian Empire would, like
a great iceberguddenhand swiftlybreak up antbpple It would sink
into the icy water without a farewell gnatilethe stubby ghost &first
SecretarNikita Khrushchewatchedand chokedfrom his gravever
lines from hisabsurdspeech mad®r the Westin 1959 inthe Polish
Embassy in Mosav, 0Whether you like it or not, history is on our side.
We wi | | bury you. o
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Churchill, Roosevelt,and Stalin
Yalta Conferenc@ 1945

o The Red Army Arrives in Berlii 1945
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German Surrender at Stalingrad 1943
Russiangi General Rokossovsky; Marshall of Artillery, Voronas;
and Translator, Captain Diatensks.

And German Field Marshalon Paulus
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Chapter10

POSTWARWEST GERMANY

Never before had so mucHibaed, lgst, never before were there so m:
new beginnings. Never before had an entire country been rebuilt.
i Spiegel International

Back to Normalii 1963
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Whenwemoved towWestGermany to live and work in late 1963, World
War Il in Europevasover for eighteen years.

It was sixteen years since the Marshall Plan contributed part of the
funding for the remarkabl&erman oWirtschaftswuad@economic
mi r g mdkiegd/estGermany the center of gravity for Europeeast
war prosperityand currency stabilitpuring the entire mid960s the
relationship between thalue of thdeutschmark and the dollar never
varied more thanmainorfraction of a perceftfour marks to theollar.

While the US poured MarshBlan money intdVesterrEuropéi
especially West Germéntp help it withhereconomic recovery, Russia
extractedjoods and services afmilarvalue from the countries trsite
controlled irEasterrEurope Western Euro@n countries sodhrived;
Eastern Blocountries slid into a decadi@sg depressioithe Marshall
plan was named for George Marsttairemarkably talentdtbrid War
Il Army Chief of Stafindpost waiSecretargf Defense and Secretary
of State.

It was fourteen years since the end of the massive Berlirhf@rlift
USflew hundreds of thousands barrowinglights across one hundred
miles of Soviet territory 8 e r ITempléh®fAirport and twoothers
after Russia cut off ground access td\thsten Alliesoccupied sectors
of Berlin. For@dvenmo nt hs, a 0 c otimecleckflght® o f
made up largely of feengine Douglas Skymaster plardsivered
coal, food, medicine, clothing, regaars, machinery, and military
personnel to thebeleaguered sectors of the city until Russia was
humiliged enough to lift the blockadhen theblockadestartedRussia
wascertainit wouldcause th&VesternForcesto withdraw from Berlin.
Stalin made a major miscalculatidnthe U$ s tranisportaon
capabilitigs especially in bad winter weathandherresolve to keep
foothold in Berlin.

| attended engineering collegé severablder classmateaho
had flownwatime European bombingissions anthe Berlin Airlift
flights. They were from far-off world that wa profoundly different
from thesophomoricocoonthat most of us lived in. They were serious
and matur@andseemed to carry dark memories that they dichneib
shareexcept with each oth&ecause of my persistence, they told me
little about the dramatic Berlin Airlift.
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It was ten years since st Germans wagedassive strike and
uprisingagainsherRussian occupiesgd the failing communist system
After initial confusion, Russia decisively and brutally ended the confli
by sending 20,000 trogmipported with tanketo Berlin. Beria, the
Soviet head of securigdvisedhe troops o0 Dondt spare
Russianade it clear that absolute subordinatidhe wisheand whims
of Moscow \were mandatoryThe terrifiedcitizensof the sectios of
Berlinoccupied by th&/esternPowersstood byasif they were mice
sharing @ance floorwithhn Russi an bear squatandg t |
kickd folk dance.

It was eight yearsince Khrushchevallowed the lasGerman
POWSi the handfuwhowerestilldivei to returnhome from théorutal
Siberianiaborcamps.

It was two years since West Germany and East Germany officially
split into twocountries

And the mortahadbarely setip on thegrim,two-year oldBerlin
Wall

Il n spite of West Ger malhGednans stih pi d
suffereddreadfullyas they went about dealing with the past and finding a
new socighnd spirituainodel for rebuilding their smashed society. And

all had tgainfullyrealize thdargeareas of the eastern sectionmedvar
Germany were gone forever and the divisidgheofemainingserman
entityinto two separate and very different countries would go on as long
as Russia remained the dominate power t@shdlevertheless, West
Germans and most East Germans faithhdlg onto the belid that
somehowGermanreunification woulceverually come to passAll
thinkingWest Germapeople alscameta eal i ze t hat We
only hope for viability and seity was through an economic and military
alliance with theccupying \WWsterrForce$ especially the®d)

Near the end of the war when defeat by the Allied Forces became
evident, lhe throngs of psyched up, cheer@grmancitizenswho
congregadearlieiin gaudilydecorated city squares and arenas designed
to laud Hitler and the Naament silentThe imaginary winged horses
drawing gildedhariots with mythical warriérsas if they wereacing
acrossthe domed ceiling of a Viema opera housevanished as
conpletely as all of the other grand illusions conjyrby the Nazidn
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the end, the rousing pageantseneplaced with womechildren, and
wounded esoldiers rooting through the rubble Ikkengry animals
searching for bits of food to stave off huregat pickingup building
material scraps for erecting makeshift shelters.

Egon Bahra journalist and politicidfnoresaw what Germany had
in store after the war when he said with gallows hoAsosoldiers we
should enjoy the war; the peace willleer r i bl e. 0

West Germany suffered grievouslythe immediatepost war
yeard partly because of the uncertainties of the occupatiorepolic
the WesternForces. Initially the harsh Morgenthau Plan, as envisioned
by Henry Mor gent ha uof theRloeasrg,vwag t 0
enforced. The plan called for Germany to becomeralurialized,
pastoral state with people living at the subsistence level. Some dubbed the
Morgent hau Plan the o0Carthaginia
leveled thedefeatedcity of Carthageher archenemy, and allegedly
plowed salt into the earth to make it forever barren. Morgenthau wanted
to ensure that Germany could never again fielikely he was also
drivenbyage f or Hitl erds unspeakabl e

In the eat 1950s, wiser heads in Washington and London set a
new policy that allowed Germany to develop a {asel economy
including the extensive rebuildinghef industries. By then, théS
leaders realized that the enemy was no longer Germany; it was Russia an
Stalinds aggr es swide expamsibraofi @mniunism. t h
This realization and the brilliantly thought out economic plandwig
Erhard allowed thevesern partof the dvidedcountryto rapidly move
forward.

For several years after the war, there was confusion, uncertainty,
and conflict among the Western Allies over appropriate policies for
Germany. Seemingly unanswerable questions often stymied progress
How could Germay feedherselfwithout allowingher industries and
trade to resumeWho committed war crimeand what wasthe
appropriate punishment? What were just repardtonsountries
ravaged by GermahyVhat did the Germans owe newiyned Israk
the new homeofr the Jews who survived the Nslaughtehouses?
Should exNazis be allowed to work in the new Government? What
should be done about a divided Germany and the loss of large eastern
areas to Soviet Bloc countries? What shbeldhe role of the
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conquerors? Whaterethe military intentions of the powerful and restive
Red Army?

After the way the country was sundered into a Humpty Dumpty
muddle with Russia controlling the Eastl Great Britain, France, and
theUScontrolling théVest. In Berlin, Russia controlled half the city; the
rest went to Great Britain, France, andt8d-or a long timeas all of
the fractious occupying forces deliberatesgemethe ultimate fate of
Germany would be the same as that of Humpty Dumpty:

Al |

t kingdbs horses and al l
Coul d

he
nét put Humpty back toget

The problem was aggravated as
changedRoosevelt died from a heart attack and was succeeded by
Truman; Churchill was tossed out of office by ungrateful voters and
replaced by AttleeStalin replaced byeversuspiciousKhrushchey
sacked Molotov, his minister for foreign affairs, and rejianeadlith
Vishinski; And bewilderedFrancec o u | d n 6 t hefleosesdred wh
men were untiheevenually elected imperiqumicklyCharlesle Gaulle
as president in 1958fter thatthere wasever any ambiguityann y o n e 0 S
mind abouwvhoF r a n ¢ g9 and rewmere

The only constant was stalwart Adenauer whookgdvar West
Germany for a decade and a half and who never lost faitiosiat
German Humpty Dumpty could and wowdenually be put back
together agaiile wasawise angbatient man.

For a decade after t he thataof , A
Germany. Then in 1955 Russian forcegithdrew during the
oKhrushchevt h d@ivaidd somefacesavinghorse tading between
Russiand the USAustriaagain became a free democracy independent
from Germany and Russia.

Many Americans thought of themselves as benevolent liberators
Thisviewpoint wasat shared byeneraEisenhower whmade it clear
that theUS military arrived in Germany as a victor, not a liberator.
Because of harsh init@tcupation policies and indivad misbehavior
by someJ.Ssoldiers, Germarmsearlyunderstoodhe USposition They
derisively calleéimerican®Die Amid (slang fokJSsoldiers)
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The chaos and uncertainties aftemtaeand the resettlement of
hoards (up to thirteen milliomf ethnic Germangouringinto Germany
from theEastwere largely over by the time | arrividte Nazis while
under the rigid control of Hitldreavilydepended on her talented, well
managedhdustres When the war ended anc tNazi political system
was destroyed, tiv@actindustral organizatiorisa West Germanyeawe
quickly onverted to nomilitary production with the support of
A d e n anew @arienlightenedyovernment. In East Germany, the
country sunk into thenalaisecharacteristic of thentire communist
system of government.

Although thetotal German workford® includingthe millions of
refugees from thEasfi was fully employed, it still was not enough to
supply theavenousnanpower needs of the rocketing naticcaia@my.

The mass importation of forei@astarbeitégsiest workersgd supply
additional | abor to Germanyds hu
came from impoverished Spain, TurlBaygaria,Yugoslavia, Greece,

Italy, Polandthe Baltic countrie®Romania, Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
Morocco, and TuniZhe BerlinVall largely stopped the flood of people
escapingvestfrom tyranny in communigtast Germany.

Five hundred Spanish workers lived in barracks and worked in the
JohnDeereMannheim factory whe| workedMost of them performed
nonskilled work such as fork truck driving. More than twenty five
languages were spoken throughout the factory.

When Franz Hamm, a German rhuleader, observét/est
Ger manyds ec onhoemisca indi,vedo@@omomically e d ,
depressed and divided Gergawithin three years, overcame the
economic and social problems posed by millions of people streaming into
the country. It was the miracle

The economic miracle owed much to the escapeesEfetn
Germany Many were we#ducated professionals askilledfarmers
fleeing rural collectivism. East Germsufjered seerelyfrom the loss
of hermost valuable human resources.

In 1963 &tensive visual evidenakthe warstill remainedhroughout
West Germany: ruined structures; haphazardly constructed new
commerciabnd residentiduildings; abandoned bomb shel{sosne
stood like ugly, poirtppped farm silgschoking and blinding pollution
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(especially where steel mdlsd coke oveneperatedwith minimal
pollution controls and sukstandard housing. In order to get people back

on the road as fast as possible, many drovecaigiolsettas with one
cylinder scooter engines and thweeel Mes s er s cAhmi t t
Messerschmiti | i v e d 6 rdront df dueHandsehudheitilouse

By comparison, our Volkswagen bugddainposing.

The public wuld suffer indefinitelyrébm the immediatpostwar
decisiongo speedilyand haphazardhgbuilddestroyed citien West
Germany. Irthe hasteto rebuild scant attention was given tarming
and reflection. Connect®ito traditons and history eve often lost.
Architects and builders turngaeirbacks on the soul of older cities with
their medieval splendor and chavtany rew oncrete building facades
looked like graynonolithic slabsthey were cold and impersofaiw
newpostwar structurelftedp e o pspirésd s

Frankfurt was hastily rebuilt over the ruins of the war. When | went
there orbusinessl wasanxioudo leave without sightseeing because of
its depressing drabness.

In West Germanyactories were running, transportation was operating,
communication systems were largely in operdt@government was
stable, and the Deutschmark was the premier Euraperency. The
rapid and effectivéVest German recovery, however, reinforced the
worries of many who thought she would soon rearm and again become a
menacing military bully.
InimitableWinston Churchill sumed up his viewpointon post
war Germany oOhergaw f at but stay i mpot el
Upon laterreflection, hev i ¢ warrie$ vgere unnecessaifer
German® wter and total defeat, there could be no continuity biethie
government after the war. There was no orteefdo alignherself with
to contnuewith her struggldor territorial expansiofhe people were
profoundly disoriented and exhausted; survival wasniia interest.
Wi th Ger manyds ealisatuhdanieetal iteakk vatlathe,  t
pasii constitutionally, politically amnasychologicallyThe Germans
called this time in théiistory Stunde Nultero hourj therestarttime.
But there were still those who worried.
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Because | was an avid history readeraaral boyclosely followed the

news media reporting during Worldr\Wal was anxious to add to my
knowledge by discussions with my German colleagues to hear their first
hand accounts of that period. | soon found this was a naive expectation.
Such discussions were almost alwaylemit; the subject was too
painful torecall for some; othgpsobablythought | was setting them up

for criticism.

However, lg listening during my foyears of living in Germany, |
heard many people speakith no prompting from nieof their
personal experiences under the Nazi governmenétly cqaioredheir
stories away in my memory.

The comradeship among common German soldssr strongA
colleague spoke of being on the dreaded Eastern Front during the
disastrous Battle of Moscow. The -onilionrstrong German army
progressed to the gates of Moscow whnincularsight of the towers
of the KremlinBut whenthe savageinterarrived like a sledgehammer
withits numbinginescapablgrctic wall of ice and snave onlythought
in the minds othe Germansoldiers was how to survivewas fifty
degrees below zero FahrenhHite soldiers wodered why the army
planners did not consider the deadly cold weather that was inevitable in
Russian wintershe battle became a meat gniridethe troops oboth
sides.

After Field Marshal Georgy Zhukov (famous for never losing a
battle)turnedhis coldacclimatizettoops,on the proud Germans, they
sullenlyetreatedT hepathof retreatvestfrom Moscowwvas strewn with
snowcovered moundsf frozen soldied $odiesand the clutter of
stalled, nonwinterized, tankstrucks and weaponsThe desolate
landscape had been made a wastelanchs and cities burned, animals
slaughtered, crops destroyaag people exterminatddearlier by the
Germanmarmywhen it arogantly and confidently swept into Ru3s$ia.
Naziarnmy ssensef invincibilitywasnow added tahe twisted, frozen
shambles.

The Russian tolerance for grindindpegroops as well as civilians
and captured prisonensgs unlimited. General Zhukov ugleem to
shufle across mine fields to explode them and open up saddéopath
marching soldiers and tanRsissiarpeopleknewif they retreated, they
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facedsummarydeath by Red Armfyullets.If Russian generals allowed
retreat they were promidebullet in the head by Stalin.

One of my work colleagues was woundedeahd the snown
the geat battle foMoscow, but his comrades would not leave him.to die
They tied him to a sled, wrapped him up, and towed hinety rsdher
than leave him to his fav@ the grim, frozen killing fields outside the
Moscowgates.

The strong comradeship among the German soldiers is expressed
in apopular and emotionsbng by Ludwig Uhland

Oncel Had a Comrade

| once had a comrade,
You will find no better.
The drum sounded for battle,
He walked at my side,
In the same pace and step.

A bullet came flying towards us,
Is it meant for me or you?
It tore (swept) him away,
He now lays at my feet,
As if he was a part of me.

His hand reachesit to me,
Meanwhile | am reloading (the rifle).
"l cannot shake your hand (farewell),
You must remain in eternal life (heaven),
My fine (precious) comrade."

| heardfirst-hand stories of the horrible abuse of girls and women
in the handsf themercilesand vengefidoldiers of the Red Army. The
Russian sol dier ds b e hltamag tieertimeda s b
rage and payback for tearlieinhumane treatment of Russians by the
Nazi military The soldiers all seemed to know three dreaded words o
GermanoUh r (i @i ve me yoRrauKowat cwd mamd C
here.)
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When Russian soldiers found German girls or women, they knew
the unspeakable agony they were in for from gangs of ssdieey
gratified themselvess revengdor the earlieNazi scorched earth
rampage in western Rusklany German womeand sometimes entire
families committed suicide

A German friendtold us that the comportment ofAmerican
soldiersof occupatioii someof whom had experienced poor treatment
by the Germans dhe battlefields and in captifiitywas alsonot always
without blemishes. Some Gilsdulged indrunkenness, theft, and
vandalism.

The behaviorof the occupyingsoldiersshaped the German
viewpoint ofall of thenduring thenitialpostwaryearsdreadfea, and
hate of the Russians and wasr#she Americans.

A close German friend, who had lived inUB&and Australia for
ten years after the war, was open and candid. He said that as a boy hit
father madéim accompaniim to hear Hitler speak in tfiingstite
Amphitheatenewlybuilt by the Nazis near Heidelberg for use as a place
for mass political meetingsd glorification of HitleAs with most boys
he did not wish to hear a politidas a | k . However, h e
mesmerized wdl We chered and jumped about like grasshoppers. We
really believed all of the stupid baloney he told us. He was virtually a
hypnotist. o

A Deerefactory superintendent was asked to magkestwar
businesdrip to France. He bitterly resisted going because sburis
memories of the French for making him perform forced labor on a farm
for several years after the war ended. The third time he tried tahescape,
succeeded and walked home to Gernmi&gFrench and others had the
viewpoint that the Germans destroyaach of their country so they
should provide the labor to resta.

A seniorJohnDeereengineering manager diat talk of the war,
but his face spoke for himischeek and eye were blown away. Hideous
war wounds were not uncommon.

Watch thefby Russian soldievgas a near obsession. A joke made
the rounds about a movie news clip in a Hungarian theater showing the
famous Yalt&Conferencavith Stalin, Churchill, and Roosevelt. When
Roosevelt raised his arm in the film, his wrist watch was »isibiee
in the theaterrmuted 0 Mi nd !0t he wat ch
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The Russians remembered how the German Army enccdwaged
troopsto humiliate and kill people of Slavic heritage because they were
Untermensqsaithumars.) It was easier fodheGermarsoldiers to harm
Slavicpeople if theybought intothe harangeeofr unt-y 6 (6&1 |
PropagaraMinister Gbbels. He said Russiamgeredlike oxen suitable
only for providing labaand foodd

The oftenused termUntermenschegas sometimes sarozety
explained by the Nazisatisose who were not fortunate enough to have
been bornintothéma st er r ace. 0

On the other handsome peoplavished to talkaboutther time
during thewar. A Germanf r i e n d &islawnmnad rhaeried an
Austrian who hadefectedrom the Nazisndescaped to the wekitring
the war He fought in theUS Army in Italy. A business trip took us
through a Paris suburb where @erman motherin-law and her
Austrianhusband livedWe stopped for a visit and coffee bre#k.
proudly took a tatterednd fadedpicture of himself in &S Army
uniformout of his billfolda nd pr oud | withdMark @larb so | 1
(USmilitary commander in Italy) artif wasmore thara quarter of a
century since the battles in Itadylended.

The chief engineer of a Dusseldorf engineering company spoke
immaculate British English. He said he learned it in a British prison where
he was wetreated. The British seemed to quickly downplay the horrors
of the war after it ended. Signs beside bomldedins in England would
typically read, oDestroyed by en
However, individual British people sometimes showed their continued
hatred of the Germans for their destructive war time bombings and
devastati on exdnomy. \hen d¢ parkedt myycdr on a
London street, | was vehemently berated by a wéinnst | thought
she was deranged, but | understood her actions when she jabbed her
umbrella at my car with its German license plate and country
identification badge.

The French were less forgiving. On the edge of our company
factory in Arc |l es Gray, France
citizens were executed by the Getl

Some of he European victors of World Warfillespecially the
Russias and Frencéhtook manufacturing equipment from Germany
back to their countries by the trainload as war reparations. Sometimes
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they stripped factories of entire production lines down to the concrete

floors and carted them away. A Russian officialin8erlid er ed, 0
everything out athe eastern sectionBfe r | i n ; al | of 11

take, destroy. Leave nothing; notasbeglem ot a chamber

A German friend saithe managers diis factory anticipated the
looting of its heavy metf@rming presséscritical for future
operation8 so they buried them in the woods and forests for later
reclamation.

USindustryi not having been deoyedn the wafii had no need
for German machinery and equipmetfdwever, lhey, as well as the
Russians anérench, took something far more valuable; they took the
best German scientists, chemists, biologists, physicists, mathematicians
engineers (especialgronautics and rocket expertsnd strategic
technical thinkeit® help them with work on advancedtextogy.

Wernervon Braun, the father of rocketry in Germany, rode his
bicycle up to an American Army private in Bavaria and surréndered
along with part of higiftedengineeringeanii in May 1945. He later
headed up the spectacular American rocket arel mp@cams. Some
berate von Braun for being a Nazi and designing the terriland V
2 rockets that indiscriminately destroyed large sections of London and
Antwerp. But he had a cleamonsciengehis passion was only for
fundamentabpace exploratipmot war He worked for the Nazis on
military devices as a way to secure funding for engineersweand
that could later be transferred to moilitary spacdevelopment.

A GermanJohnDeereexecutive told of his father, Count Schwerin
(UlrichWilhelmGraf Schwerivon Schwanenfeld) being brutddijed
for participating in the failed plot to assassinate Hitler in July ainti944
initiate a government caufhe Nazis weress savade Field Marshall
Rommel, &oweringwar hero implicated i t ImerdeBattempt; they
l et him take pgourggonn Piddursvi Secdc wir
sweeping retribution for the assassination attempt and escaped to a farm
in South Africa.

By the miel960s, every German mhatre agonized, in oneywa
or arother, over the appalliegens of the war and thgostwaryears
They knew ranyof themhad supported and hailed th&ihrewhen he
seemed invinciblearly in the war andven continued after mass
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bombing and artillery destruction; militaty@j and hostile occupation
was inevitable.

But the memories of World War Il were starting to fade. The period
of postwarchaosvas over. It was the first time since before World War
| in 1914 that there was pegu®sperityand stability. It was a &nfior
closure. It waatime to store away the memories and nightmares while
waiting and dreaming of the day of reunification of all of Gerinany
without expectation or hope of ever regaining fhrewareastern
provincesEast Prussia, Silesia amaist of Pomeranidhe foundation
for a democratic government was solidly in place but reunification would
need to wait for a later generation.

Many people could now move on to more mundane pursuits: fix
street potholes, reduce the residential noise, lseeBunday store
opening houtsapprove dog leash laws, amgrovesocial seigesi and
worry about the inevitaliexincreases needtxpay for her generous
social programs
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WomenReclaiming Bricks fromthe Rubble
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Chapter 11

POSTWAREAST GERMANY
It 6s qiuittdes ologdart o | ook democr ati
control.

i Walter Ulbrichtl945 (leader of communist East Germany)

KennedyLooking Overthe Wall to East Berlin
1963

Although East Germany was only several hundred miles from our home
in Heidelberg, we saw no reason tothgwe either for business or
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personal travel. There was little trade between West Germany and East
Germany. Traveb Berlinrequired the inconvenienaiesecuring a visa
andcomplying with various restrictioBsrlin and the Russian occupied

part of Germany erestll not rebuilt since the waastGermanywas
likeJames Thur ber 0s i:aydageiwhesermystegons | d
and dangerous things went bump in the nlighas best avoided.

Howeverwe could noentirelyignore East Germamthough we
lived in prosperous West Germany. There were too agaaggrous
threats tht could easilgscalate to armed conflict. Many feared the
western forces would militarily retaliate and |iiseip major clash with
Russiand her satelliteser a minor incidenThe fear never completely
subsided.

WhenEast Germanwas established in 1949 as a Russian satellite,
shecalledherselfthe German Democratic Republic (GDR). The term
oDemocratico6 in East Ger many me
candidate selected by the communist party thereby ensuring he would
always wirlt was like a horse race with only one hvsdter Ulbricht,
the | owbrow | eader of the East C
look democratic, but we must haverything n our contr ol
of Russian security, called Ulbrithh ehe gbehtestidiot that ever
livedd but he wasthe chosenpuppet, Charlie McCarthyin East
Germanywith his masteE.dgar Bergepulling the strings ampdoviding
the voicdrom the Kremlin.

Countless East Germé@inespecially those who were educated
trainedi fledto the West before the Berlin Wall was erected. The drain
of population was staggering. For the East German government to
sustairher sputtering economy, it had togsthe exodus to the West
even though imadeherlook to the rest of the world likbedeliberately
chose to wear a dunce cap armtieridicule.

East Germariy and her Russian puppetéeivere always front
page news and a worrisome concern to West Germany and much of the
rest of the world.

Early inWorld War Il,the WestermAllies thoughall ofthem including
Russia, were fighting a common battle against Germany wittpsshilar
wargoalsncludingfreedom tachooseheirtypeof government antb
elect officials of choice. This was true fotd8and the Britishbut for
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Russia, thelgectives were falifferent Although the shared objective
was to defeat Germany, there was little else in conussia only
tolerated the Western Allies bec#iusghelpecherdefeaand expel the
ravaging Germarmy fromhersoil.

When the mighty ReArmy and thevestern forcgsibilantlylinked
up at the end of the war, thietory celebratiowasfleeting Stalin issued
a strict order to stop all fraternization between the Red Army and
owesterners 6

Russi ads g o ahertotalitasan government systerh in s h
Germany and the occupied Eastern Europeans cdunéies to be
known as the EasteBioc (Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Austria,
the Baltic countries, as much of Germany as possible, Hungary, Bulgaria,
AlbaniaRomana,and Yugoslavia.)

It was not until after the Cold War was in place that the West finally
began to understand the tatalanRussian governmental systéhe
stranglehold of Russia watah much more than the Nazi government
control of the Third ReichAll organized activity had to be under the
control of the central governmiénhdustry, educatioreligion political
activatesand the medialhe communist leaders were suspicious of
anything they did not control and dominate.

The Russian totalitarian system also controllgabatty music,
dancingandarchitecture. It took a lot of twisted thinking to decide the
proper communistic version of these subjéctstatue of a robust
woman driving &huggingtractor did not lift the spirits ofmost art
enthusiasts.

Being politically neutral in East Germany, Russia, and the Eastern
Bloc countries was not acceptable. To be neutral was to mark a person as
suspicious and to subject him to harassment and often imprisonment. It
was necgsary to openly praise communism, rahamrconformists
attend and cheer horing speechedisavow religion, and glorify the
working class. To do otherwise teassk imprisonment, lossjob, loss
of medical services, and harm to families.

The hypodsy of it all was appalling: constantlyingdtorns for
the working class, listeg to propaganda, tshg through boring
nonsensicdécturesbadmouthing the Westandpretenahg that living
according to the suffocating barebones communistic systestickng
to a disproved economic and political systamparadis&venrolling
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of the eyes and frowning during indoctrination sessions was suspect. A
sarcastic skeptic said the only means of expressing disapproval of
communism was with ones back dideause it was concealed by
trousers.

The communist authorities in East Germany were plagued by the
Voice of America, BBC, and West German radlid television
broadcasting. They could not jam it all in their territories. Listeners
generally accepted infation from these sources as the truth in contrast
to the propaganda drummed into them ftbecommunistnedia

The eyeand earef the dreaded security foritebe Russian KGB
and later the East German $tasier e ever ywhere. Thi
detail was retained in voluminous files on every citizen and the threat of
persecution was enough to constantly hold people in intense fear of the
dreaded knock on the door by the police in the middle of the night. If no
negative facts could be revealed, sosmtone could cause citizens to
be branded with the harmfpejoratived p ol iunrceallilayb |l e .
communist governmenencouraged all citizens to be paraoefst
network of stool pigeons and spies.

It was profoundly humiliating and embarrassingjtfeens to play
this twisted, Orwellian gamecontrol by propaganda, surveillance,
misinformation, denial of truth, and npamation. In this environment,
faithful dogeevenbeamesuspicious of their masters.

It was necessafpr average citizerte pretend ignorance and
remain silent about the corruptimmd privilegesf party big wigs who
lived in luxuous apartmentswned cars, hadcesto stores laden with
gualityfood and merchandise, vacationed in fine resorts, tralbvedad
had accesto medical services, and could enroll their children in
universitiesThis hypocrisy wasnoughto makefellow travelersnelt
down their hammaeandsicklebuttonsif no one was looking.

It wasironic thatin the beginninthe people of East Germany had
the same work ethic, education, experiandeprovercommercial and
industriatraditionsas those in West Germany. They could have had their
own economic miracle had the Russians not insisted that theyruse the
fundamentally flawed, tackedether goernment policieand crippling
communiseconomic model. The Russiaassive occupation foreesl
meddling Moscow bureaucrats and theoreticaresithe East German
people tasoil their nesty doing what they knew to be unworkable.
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A compaison ofEast and West Germaoyerwhelmingliavored
the WestThe West Germartkigtheir smashed factoriesit of thewar
ruins andquicklyset to workmakingquality products determined by
market forces. The same talents in East Gemsaiaycompelled to work
within the totatarian communist system and turn out shoddy products
with little regard for what the consumer madesiredit was as if Santa
and his elves grew broccoli, mined lumps of cogbriaeldbooks on
Marxismin pulp comic bookcovers fordistributon as Christmas
presents fortte children of the world.

In East Germanythe Russiaroccupiers left an ughrchitectural
sceneEntire cities were oO0scrapedod
projects.They all looked as ithey were designed by the Moscow
Department oPublicWorks withitsfondness for hulkingookiecutter
buildingsbuilt around monumental images of communist leaders and
stylized factory and farm workditse large scale of residential and office
buildings so dwaetl their surroundings, they were like battles ship
floating beside rubbeuckysin a bath tubBuilding agality wagpoor;
walls and roofteakedbuilding materials deterated and piping and
wiring were an afterthoughtigly rrulti-story buildings weiaten built
without elevator®r adequate kitchens and batdsating fuel was
polluting low grade coaWhen Germany was reunited, some of the
tackierEast Germarbuildings were abandonkeécause of their junky
nature ahough they were relatively new.

Neverendingokeswere tolcabout East Germamgntered on the
smoky two cycle engine, Trabant €ar h e 6 \WWhy ddbotlieyp Have
heated rear windows? So your hands are warm when you push them
When does a Trabant reach topdp&hen it is being towekhd, how
do you double the valoéa Trabant? Fill up tliastank Nevertheless,
it took more than ten years of wait time to take delivery of a new Trabant.

One of the worst blunders of the Russian and East German
politicians and central planners was to fail to emiaaickyevolving
informationtechnologysilicon chips, computers software, and hardware.
They summarily dismissaast of itbecause it woulte a challenge to
thecentralized control of the lives of their people.

Russia designated East Germany tiodpeinciple supplier of high
quality, high tech equipmémibthercommunisbloc countries. But with
Russi@ s me d d | i mgnagmg, &asermany failed miserably
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and fell further behind each year. The freedom, speed, and
resourcefulness required in the exploding world of inforrnakited
technology baffled the commurapparatcsifpureaucats.
| again ran into my previoushentioned eccentric friend at a
Heidelberg social gathering. He recently arrived in Germany from
California where he lived in the hippie culture and worked among the
evolvinginformation technology geniuses who were stéoticel their
work community Silicon Valley. His think tank employer paid him to
know the status of technology development in the eastern bloc countries.
As he sipped his third glass of wine, the muses came tdehim
invented a colorful, imaginéive sory to explain why the Russian
communistsvould never have a viable information technology industry:

A couple ofdullwitted Russiamapparatchjka ill-fitting
doublebreasted suitsvork in the Moscow department of
advance technologyplanning. They heabout the rapidly
blooming information technology industryCalifornia that is
now called Silicon Valley. Theyare ordered to invite
representativekom California to consult with them oime
feasibility of alsestablishing a modenformationtechnology
industry in Russend her satellites

For the first meeting, two frepirited guys from California
arrivad wearing sandals and kuftasgtaied, Indian shisike
garments They haveuncut tangled hair, wispy Ho Chi Minh
beards, and arelathed. They aren etevatedstate of mind
from pot.

They espouse a hippie culture alisdain authority.
Howeverthey are wickedly smart and fantastically creative.

The California guys explain the status and future of the
exploding information tenblogy industry in dizzying
technological detailhey stress that total freedom is needed to
succeed.

They conclude by telling the uncomprehenahidgdazed
apparatg&sithat for thecommunists to buy into th@alifornia
informationtechnology concept,ah have to sign on for the
owh ol @& espezially the part about total creative freedom
to think, work, and live in a fespirited environment.
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As the visitors leave, thegnd thebewilderedparatchiks
Whole Earth Catadoguth its counterculturetheme and
disturbing ideas for radically transforming the world.

The freewh e e | i nrhgadguy® érdmi Galifornia have
the same chance to receive an invitation for a return visit as a
wolf would have for a lunch invitation by Little Red Riding Hood
andher grandmother.

Weappreciatedurf r i e n eé\@sthosigh stretghed poetic
license to the limit

Most of the clueless, geriatric Russian politburo members rigidly
called the shots from tremlationof the Kremlin and their posh country
dachagrillas).Rigid, unimaginative adherence to the party line was a
prerequisite for political career advancerardtit always trumped
imaginative thinkingThe words from a John Dryden satirical poem
about a nevorn childsuggest a reason why the dullartiseiRussian
government could notunderstand and accept the -fasving
advancements underway in the West

The Midwife laid her hand on his thick skull
With this prophetic blessinBe @hou Dulb

Although Berlinsurrounded by communisnwas the EasGerman
capital, it remained, in the imagination and dreams of all Geamans,
mystical and colorful epicenter for spirited culture, -gaese art,
flourishing intellectual happenings, advanced thinking, progresgive mu
lively entertainment, creativeting, publishing, political stirring, and
dynamic discourse. It was a kind of an informal clearing house between
the East and the West. It was like a watestilllable to bloonevenin
thefetidpond of stifingcommunis. Anneliese Bodecker, a Beslicial
worker saidyBerlin is repulsive, loud, dirty and gBeymstruction work
and blocked streedse everywherBut | feel sorry for those people who
cannotive here!”

The Germans bided their time waitingtfh@day ofreunification
and the rebirth of a throbbing, vibrant Berlin.
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The separate establishment of diametrically opposed governing systems
in West and East Germany was like a giant laboratory for giving the world
a chance ttest andexamine the two systemshe full light of dayi

freedom and democracy versus totalitarianism and extreme $ocialism
and to compare thabundance of high quality food and products versus
limited availability ainpalatable food and drab merchandise. The test
would be long and convoluted. The Russians would welcome the test in
the same way that creatures under rocks accept sunlight. They would not
fare well with the testommunism would utterly failh@ end resuylt
although long in coming, would be as final and unambiguous as the
dropping of the trap door on a hamg nséasfold.
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Removing Body of Defecting East German
From Barbed Wire Fence in Berlin
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Chapter 2

POST WARNIGHTMARES

A thousand years will pass and
the guilt of Germany will not be erased.
A Hans Frank (hung for war crimes)

We had gambled, all of us, &nd Isst: Ger many, our
and a considerable measure of our personal integrity.
A Albert Speer (frorhis prison diary)

The memory of the war and the genocide are part of our life. Nothir
will change that: these memories are part of our national identity.
A Chancellor Gerhard Séder-2005

Eventwill take their coutrsno gobding angry at theris happiest who
wisely turns them to the best account.
A Euripides 450BC

.

BuchenwaldConcentration Camp 1944
Liberation Day
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Whereas thpostwarrebuildingof the West German government and
economy was contentious and difficult, it was far easier than dealing with
the psychological monster that lived just under the skin of most German
people. The monster was thexplicablaature of their behavior as a
pele and as individuals before and during World War 1.

A mor al German i nt el | e cconduatl r e
during the Nazi era with these words:

We were a proud people where beacons from around the
world shone on our traditions of -culturearning, and
achievement. And yet weffellhile we were in complete control
of our destini into a black hole of shame

Martin Niemollera prominent Lutheran pastor, who sderm
years ifNaziconcentration camps, wrote:

First they came for ti@ommunists and | did nospeak
out because | was noGommunist

Then they came for the Trade Umists, and | did not
speak oubecause | was not a Trade Unionist.

Then they came fdine Jews, and | did not speak out
because | was not a Jew.

Then they came for end there was no one left to
speak for me

There were many othBrincludingofficials at the highest level in
the German government and miliiawho denied any personal
responsi bi |l i tsyisgraceful m&e gemacideywaiious
categories of people with the smi
In the late 1940s, at the highly publicized Nuremberg War Criminal Trials
of highranking Nazis, their frequatdferseplea wa8efelistBefehlan
orderisanordgilThi s gave rise to the ter
Noneof Naziofficials on triatemembered or acceptbdlessons
of their university philosophy professore \Wttured on the writings of
the ancientscholars and thelrelief that there ia fundamentamoral
codethatcamot betrumpedbytheorders of man.
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On the other endf thescalefrom the generals, admirals, titans of
industry, and government ministexgerydagnilitarycombatantasually
viewed themselves as powendssn they wertorcedto fight under
unimaginable conditiorsyffer hideous woundspmpelled t@wommit
cold-bloodedatrocities anddestroy their physical and mental health.
They wondered why they should carry any gaiilfat the terrible deeds
of the Nazis and otherBhey carried a strong sense of victimtaratl
rested easilyith the knowledge that they Hemhorablydone their duty
when called upon to sertleeir country Most of them alsadid not
considerespectinghe higher noralcode

Hitler and tle Nazis held their highest scamd contempt for the
Jews, Gypsie3ehovalWitnessedjomosexuals, atdndicappedhen
came theonquere®lavigpeople tdhe eastTheydished out theworst
abusehoweverto the Jewish population

TheNazs setup most of the concentration camps in the East
beo u t i6forextezndnatinghe native populations well as fothose
0 d r a frametlile &Vest They transportedvictimsto the campsn
railroadcarsas if they wenaubbish being hauled to a duripe deaths
in the railroad cars from crowding and cold recalgailaincident at
the Black Holeof Calcuttawo centuries earlier where British soldiers
perishedvhilejammed into a tinyirlesgall room. Those who arrived
0 s a f(adive)at dhe concentration camparished in gas chambers
were worked to dea#imd disposed of in crematoriuamsl masgraves.

By placingnost ofthe killing camps to tHgast, it was not necessary to
osully Germasoilo

The profound irony about Hi t |
peoples is this: The Jewsre thevery people who might have allowed
him to prevail with his plans for dominating all of Eurbpey were the
heavyeightsn developing the scientific thies that became the basis
for nucleamveapons: Albert Einstein, Robert Oppenheimer, Niels Bohr,
Edward Teller, and Jolwon Neumann. Mosbf them came to the US
from Europe to dodge the gas chambers and bullets of thlse Naar
towering, and imaginative intellealsngwith the involvement of many
otherscientistsshook the world of science and raised the threat of the
biblical Armageddolii.the Nazis haducleaweapons, thdikely would
have succeeded with theilans fordominationof Europe. Hitler
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derisvely referred tauclearr esear ch and ewvslvel o
Physics. o

A friend, who lived as a boy throughout the war in Mannheim, told
me, OWe knew the Jews were having
oft heir mass extermination. ¢

Some peopkondered if many Germam ¢ o n v e remaned | y 6
ignorant of the terrible truth about the disappearance and fate of Jews
and other oundesirabl es. Othafthee c o
Nazisbehaved so badlytodar o undesi rabl ed felloa
profoundly shattered thestevatedmage of German cultural, social,
intellectualand morastandardand madéheircontinuedsupport of the
Nazi government and the vehifficult or impossibleSomeclaimedhe
German peoplmdulged in a seiducedepidemic of collective amnesia
about the dad¢rtimesof the war

Many Nazis thought when thdlledthe Jews en massieey had
ocleared the groundd and pfresencever
on earthLittle did they know that the surviving Jéwsughout the
worldwouldrelentlesslynmortalizéNazi abuseby @dlesky writing and
speakingf the Holocaustit would become an entire indus@gorge
Baileya historiamrites that all of this makesvJ® 0 t of suffezersi t e

| observed that the German people were more inclined to speak of
their own suffering during and after the war tfdahe brutal suffering
theNazishad caused otheiidie memoriesf war time deedsgerelikely
so wickedor some, the atrociteswéree s t-r é member ed. 6

After the war, mst Germancitizensdid not accepuniversal
condemnation by the conquering allieke following comments
characterize the variety of opinibekl by many Germans:

We are the real viieis of the war under tieelof the Nazis.
We arenow being judgetktroactivelyoy the laws of occupying
countriesand nebulous international la@srmany should rebuild
hermilitary strength to help face theuntingRussiathreat. Why
should weconstantly relasthe Nazi horrordlet 6 s f or get
enjoy the prosperity from the improving economy. We have already
atoned enough by enduring trengefuldlied bombings of our
citiesi especially Dresd@érthathad no militargignificancéVhy
denyjobs to the talented professional and administrative fpeople
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evenif they are exNazigi whom we need to rebuilour countryy s
infrastricture and manage our governrent

It is sanctimoniousfor Americans toharshly criticize
Germangonsideringperhistory ofabuseo Native Americans and
African AmericansAnd Great Britainshould remembeher
oppression of the citizens of her colariesl citizens oBerman
occupied territoriésFrance, Holland, Norway, Belgium, Russia
and other countri@sshould recall theicollaboration with the
Nazisin rounding ugheirJevish citizens for extermination

The atrocities committed by the Nazis were not the doing of
the German public at large. Prolonging the denazification process
and denying amnesty to tens of thousandsblef and talented
people is a crippling distraction from the burden of building a new
democratigovernment as it faces the opportunities and perils of
the future. Germany must rebuiket security forces (militaryjut
this cannot happen until prosecasi@ndand honor and respect
are restored to the common soldiers and officers from the wartime
years.

Many @ople outside Germanynd some Germamdelieved the
Nuremberg trials were a fitting requiem for strutting Nazi leaders who
proclaimed thathe Thid Reich would last a thousand yéailasted
twelve yeaJsElevenhighlevel Nazi officialsvho were tried for war
crimesat Nuenbergreceived death senteg®everabit into cyanide
pillsbefore they could behged

Manyinfluential politicians amegal scholars knew the decisions of
the Nuemberg tribunals would not hold up well in the light of history.
They said theials wer@an attempt to establish a new world order based
on responsibility to international fawhatever therial judgesand
lawyersbelieved international law was.

ANurember g tri al observer who kne
in Ireland fronthe benches dritish courtd8 with their foreign language
and lawS recalled&d i ne spoken by an I rishm
feell i ke an i nsect in a court of ©bi

Somé including futuréVest Germamrhancellors Adenauer and
Erhardi had no involvement with the Nazisey felt they carried no
responsibility ocollectiveguilt whatsoever related to the horrors of the
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NaziregimeThey devoted all of their resowwt® cleaning up thgost
warmessn Germanyrestoring national prigkeying toreunie West and
EastGermany quietly providing economic aid to fledgling Iseal
setting alemocraticoursefor the structure and politics of the country
that wouldsquelch any more beer hall hallucinations about the Germans
being a Aryanmaster race ordained by tjoés to rule the world.

Some German peopssumed theaditionalattitude ofdefense
lawyersvho denieceverything that was unfavorable to theliefs The
US Department of War created an education nineig¢desmuhléfhe
Death Mills)to educate the German public on some of the twisted
criminal behavior of the Nadisfocused on concentration camp scenes
with the intent of shocking the viewers. The comments of two men, as
they departed movigheater, were record€@n e sai d, o0Do vy
wi || snoWwThteonoighe s Aani dAmericarl) t 6 s
pr op a @ asiflibhad jusiviewedasoapoper

A fewhaughty and unrepentatazisstill believedf they had not
been betrayed by Hitler and his incompetent henchmen, they would have
prevailed with their plans for dominating all of Europe. They continued
to trust in the wisdom of Hitler
ot her 0 und ¢aving apbrifieel &rgan eadeaf inherently
superior people. Théytilelybided their timentil theycouldrise again.

Occasionally thguilt nightmares from the wpassed on ttater
generations. In the 1980s, | talked to a young barmaid in mpétgidel
hotel who was the granddaughter of a Gemaaneteran. She became
so distressed and agitated about the issue of war guilt that we left the bal
rather than watch her anguadters he s ai d, 0 Wheyen wh e
born during the time of the Naaisd the war, must | be tormented with
thesenevée ndi ng fee&lings of gquilto

The most prevalent viewpoint that slowly evolved on sharing the
guilt for inhuman Nazi behavior was simply this: Ordinary citizens,
soldiers, officers and state officials who did not directly participate in
criminal acts shouttbt beexpected to bear ailjload. Theneavyoad
should be carried by the Nazis in leadership antehose in lesser
positions if they committed flagrant crimes.

For younger peoplgust after the warit was a profoundly
wrenching time. Thareposteroublazi propaganda haddmehammered
into them since childhood. Now they learned it was false and in many
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instances evil. In thEostwar chaos theyfelt like they wergumbling
aroundn swirling flood watemhile desperately trying to fsmmething
to hang onto.

Some embrad the teachings of Marx and Lremvith their rosy
promises of order, eglity, and happiness. Communism as a form of
government in many western countries would have credibility for many
decades before its neiability and corruptionagrevealed

Accuratly pdging the degree of guilt for each individballived
and participated in th@ermanwartime eravould have stumped the
Wisdonof Solomon. Lenient amnesties were finally granted to thousands
of Germanswith the implication thétwhen uncertainty exisfedhe
gods in the next world would make the final judgments and mete out the
appropriate punishment. A historian recalled a line from Abraham
Lincolnds second inaugural faddr e
heal ing after the carOnlyegudgmentst h e
of the Lord are true and righteol

Each German citizempersonallydealt with the nightmarish
memories of the Third Rei c3ohes cr
accepted persal responsibility; some blamed it all on othrdsome
denied that atrocitiéssuch as the Holocaus$tever happenedThe
Germans were not unique witteir denialsthe Turks still deny they
massacred over a million Armenians in World \&adthe Japagse
oftenignore and deny their atrocities in World War Il.

Somethought they owed gratitude to the Third ReichtHer
Obenef i taifsethnic cldartsiggpiicies Otherssaid theyvere
betrayedy their politicianandthey weregeallythe aggrieved onekn
order to sleep at nightfavwer e abl e to sweep I
c o mp a r tohtleein miksdéManysaid although they were ashamed
of the behavior of the German people, they felt no personal guilt for
actions witlwhich they hado control orinvolvement.

The Germans were not alone with their record of atrocities to the
Jews and others. Ttiizenof manyoccupiederritoriesvere comlicit
in helpgng identifyand capture victims for exterminatiyrthe Nazis

In Vichy Francdthe half of the country controlled Ibiye local
Frenchgovernment that waspappetfor the Naziy the authorities
willingly did all btheGerma® s governing and di
therebyfreeing up thousands @ermanadministrators and security
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forces so they could do #ir nastywork elsewhereOnly occupied
Denmar k did not c oungesrablesée mdmertr couf
Jewish populaticsurvived.

WhenGermans read this boagme willrecallhow much they
sufferedrom the relentlesdlied bombingf theirnon-militarizedcities
and civiliaeas if they wereereafrain being ground under a stihe.

They will sayhe bombings werenmoral, indiscriminatend totally
disproportionate¢o the earlier Germnraids onalliedcities They will
explain thatmostly harmlesswomen, children, and elderly people
perishedand thepricelesartwork and ancient architectural monument
thatweredestroyedvere treasuréasr the entire world. Thewill possibly
alsorecall thawhen Htler ordeed he burning obeautiful and historic
Parisnear the end of the wais retreatingpmmandersefusedecause
they did not want to iermenberedfor destroying avorld treasure.

But no matter hovanyoneslices up the responsibility arfdlame
for the reeking, dead carcass of the Third Reich, the time that it existed
will possibly be recordéal historybooksasone of thdowestpointsfor
humard gresence on earth.

History is not mute; what happened will not change and it will never
go away no matter how much ghsouded,@lainedrationalizedand
denied.The long darkshadow of World War 1l Wlay over Germany
and Europe indefinie

After the war ended Haah Arendta writey coined the phrase,
0t he banality of evild to descridl
worst Nazisactionsin 1963, ke concluded her book about the trial of
Adolph Eichmanna major organizer of thiolocaustby writing,0 H e
carried out a policy for not sharing the earth with Jewish people and the
people of a number of other natidres though it was his and his
superiords right to determine whc
earth. We find no one, that is no memntherof human race, can be
expected to want to share the eat

It is nearly impossible to find a suitable explanation fevitthehavior

of Hitler and the Nazig.he classical Greeks devistatiesto explain

the unexplainabl e. THixeaybeompekingt my
enougho explain Hitler and the Nazis.
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Pandora, a woman of sheer guile and ethereal bemsuyntrusted
by the god, Zeus, to be the keeper of a container that helthi@kvils
of mankind. Overcome by her curiosity, Pandora opened the box and
releaseds evilsinto the world

Hitler could be imagingd bethe personification of the einl
Pandoréa s andhis spiritcouldbeenvisionedo beeternallydoomed
to travel up and down the face of the earth wieleplepoint to him
with the finger of scorn.

Buti according to the Greek mijtthidden under the lid of
Pa n d oboxavias hope. And hope was the foundation upon which
enlightenegostwarGermansvererebuildingtheir dreams fdahe future
of their country.

By the 196Qsnany thought it waisne to move forward and heed
Jane Austends ohprtnovehobs td ecn tworryd se ar
ot her pens dwell on guilt and mi

More tharsix decaddater afteresearclnd reflectionmuch of Europe
finallyaccepted anthiemorialize the agonizing memories of thieked
eventf theNazi eraby erecting mseums and monumerits Berlin,
adjacent to the Brandenburg Gate, staamd imposing memorial
unambiguously a med, oO0Memorial to the Mu
I n Par DeportaiidnMle mor i al 6 st ates, C
living memory of the 200,000 French depqisping in the night and
fog, exterminated in the Nabincentratioec a mp s . membriakxt h e

is written, OForgive but never f
In Budapest a Holocaustuseunis namedTerrdHaza(House of
Terror.)

Other old and new memorials to therrors and terrorism of
World War llalsoexist througbut Europe. Some have recently been
revised to remove the earlier twisting of facts on the memorial placards.
Poland was treated especially badtiie Nazis and the Russidusng
the war, but she also has a dark record of heiGominoversiaWorld
War Il memorials in Poland are di#ing sorted out.

But memorialsand wordson museum placardsan rever
adequatelgleansdauntingnemories fronmumansouls any more than
tombstonesand commemorativendowmentganeasehe tormenting
pain of parentezhoseinnocentchildrenaretakenby depravedillers.
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Nuremberg Nazi War Criminal Trial
Hermann Gdring, Rudolph Hess, Joachim VonRibbentop, and
Wilhelm Keitel
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| to the Murdered Jews of Europe

Memoria

In

Near Brandenburg Gaten Berl
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Chapter B

TRAVEL ING in EUROPE

| think thatravel comes from some deep urge to see the world, like the
brings up a worm in an Irish bog to see the@fatin when it
A Lord Dunsany

Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia
Adriatic SeaCoast

As soon as the German people again stabilized their lives after the war,
they were able to indulgeo of their favorite passions; travel and
sightseeind=ven wth leanpostwarbudgetstheysoonfound a way to
vacation by camping and carrying theirfoathand drinksA technician

who worked imur Mannheinfoundryofficeacquire a small car that he
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and his family used for their fikgtcation. They went to the lakes of
northern ItalyThey were as happy as children with theibfogtles

Rita and had a similar passion for travel and sightseeing; we toured
Western Europe as much as possible durindhoeg week annual
vacationsind on long weekenadsd holidaydVith the strong dollaour
fuelefficient Volkswagenand our reliance on a popular travel book,
Europe on Five Dollars an@agoulgoke through ot of territory on a
limited budgefThe sights were no less beauéfidn when ouosudget
wastight

Although ouNolkswagenar was small, so were ouldrbit John
could stretch out arsleep in thepace between the back seat and the
rear window; it was his Pullman berth. Kathy could stretch out on the
back seat.

Sometimes our children went with us and sometimes they stayed
at home in Heidelberg. At timyd-rau \iirle, our faithful housekeeper,
cared for them. At other timesthey gted i n t he homes
friends$i often with a reciprocal agreement to care for their children or
let their guests live in our unugird floorrooms.

When Frau \tle stayed with the children, Kathy insisted that we
instruct her not to cook a dishemade with a type of sausage that she
disliked.

The childrentés favorite place
without themwas the home of American friends with fambunctious
teenagers who we paid for their
the children in the air and told them the latest trendy teenage ditties and
goofy jokes. For we ek sanmfhawghrya o ur
brothadah Ooh! Ahh! o

Swizerlandi only several hours avilaywas often our destination
for vacations or holiday weekertgscapethe damage and chaok
World War Il It has some of the most spectacular terrain in the world.
Thequaintvillagesindotoo-perfecé mountain kpesare sites for chalets
suitable fothe homes othe storybook childrerleidi and PeteiSome
of the mountain crags house monastesitesmonks who look like they
are reincarnations ofldTestament Biblical Prophébe monasteries
were founded after éhDark Ages blegionsof itinerate monks from
Ireland.
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Selectingvhich of four official languages to speak in Switzerland is
a challenge. German is common in the north. It is written in standard
High German but is commonly spoken in a dialect that | seldom
understand. French and Italian are spoken in areas adjacent to France an
Italy. A handful of people speak Romansh, an ancientbassid
language. In exquisitely beautifuterne shopkeepers do not want to
linguistically offend either their French or Gergmaaking clients; they
wish them off @ér a purchase with a cheelelrcvielma(¢hank you in
French and very much in German)

Ri thigglbsshool matwwho had been a wan refugein theUS
moved back to her familyds home
the war. She and her large family (six children) owned a weekend house
the Flemish Bonniétafew miles awdyom Bruges o the wide, spotless
North Sea beach in Zeebge. For our first visit to Zeebrugge, we
traveled on the Trasi®urope Express train, a four hour ride from
HeidelbergSixyear old Kathy was impatient on the trip so we let her run
in the train aisle. When she looked out the window, she saw a herd of
cows and explained,0A ¢ h du | i ebeffa norsensei ge
expression of surprise literdally
Her fractured Germaamused the passengers and astonished us because
shewas not enthusiastic abtedarningGerman.

Our frequent visits to Zeebegwere great fun for our children.

The white packeeésandbeachesvere a fine racetrack thiem onself
propelled gaarts.

It wasa surpri to find resortbeach living and seaside recreation
within sight of thegreatcargoship and ferry terminal in the Port of
Zeebrugge. The traffic was largely to and from Great Brataeveral
hourtrip. A few years after our lagsit a car and passenger featyout
from Zeebruggt Englandvith its car rampnexplicably lefapen. One
kilometer from shore it sank icy water. Half ofher four hundred
passengersalvned or died of hypothermia.

At our host s dinner tabl e, t
underway simultaneously: Flemisimilar to Dutch) English, and
French.The visits weréun-filled and a good way t@ample the rich
Belgian culture.

Our host liked to poke fun at the Belgianutafon for never
opening purses to dayligHe told thestory oftwo frugal Belgians who
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invented electric wireghen hey both simltaneously picked up a copper
coin from the streeffter their tugof-war to determine ownerstop

the coin they had stretched it into fine copper wire suitable for
conducting electric currént

When we visited nearbletherlandsone of the engineergho
worked inour foundrygroup was in The Hague, his hometown, for a
weekendHe invitedusthh i s p ar desitedasanfraea.s e

The horrors théamilyendured from hunger and the atrocities of
the Nazi occupiewsere still fresh in their mindgl foodwasembargoed
and thousands stad/ duringhe last winter of the war. The Nazis set up
the embargn retaliation for Dutch sympathy toward #pgproaching,
liberating Western Allied Forc&key called ithe Hongemie (hunger
winter.)

Our hostalsotold usof an olddeaf mameddlinghis bicycle on the
streetn front of s housealuringthe war. AGermansoldiertold him to
stop so he could confiscatisbicycle Because of deafnesggold man
did not stop the soldiershot him in the back.

In spite of the Nazi atrocities, the Dutch showed their wry humor
after the war byanging out bannes a y i n g ,will we\geteun
bicycls backh? They also greeted German vacationers with a sign,
OWel come t o t he iNwet hgeor Ibaanccks .h oBrnet

The wife of our host hadnasqually badstory to tell of her
childhoodinternmentfor six years with her paremsindonesian a
Japanes@rison camp. Her father died of malnutrition during the
detention

Northern Italy was always a great place for vadatspgcially
watery Venice withher extravaganByzantine and Arabfluenced
architecture, bridges, palaces, canals, gondolas, churches, ad art glas

We bought an ornatsecretarydesk)from a Venetia street
vendor Without a common language, we negotiated and made shipping
arrangements with exaggerated gesticulations and wHdakvargl
signalsThe shipping mode to our house in Heidelberg was difficult to
establish until Rita rushed around pumpergarms up and own while
maki ng-Ch@bdoawdfddufsfounds. tiwWe na
secretarpased on trust thatutould be delivered. And it was!

The Venetians are expert at body language and hand gesture
communications. From a distance, wechveat a group ogondola
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bui |l der ¥enétiarstylekUntiwvgodme closewethought they
were deaf people signing among themselves.

A day of walking along the canals; resting in a pew in exotic; mosaic
tiled St . nkapekhapslightthg.a votive caadle for a
departed loved onwoking in shops with theextravaganglasware
travellingon the canals in gondolas; crossing lagoons in viafsteath
boat3; touring the Palace of the Doge; and taking late afternoon
refreshments in ategant arcade restaurant while listening to orchestral
music gave us the feeling that we werieiparits iranelaboratdtalian
operaEvent he 0i magi n éNalt Disneyavould @ci nage o f
had the imagination to invent Venice.

We travedd several times to Rome. My most memogaide
moving moment was wahg on thewellpreserved, 238@arold
Appian Wayearthe city Thesuperblyuilt, twecarriagavide roadvas
built for the fast dployment of the Roman legions.

It was &othe plae where six thousasthvesevolted and were
crucifiedand hung ahe curbs likideousowsof scarecrows.

| felt like | was timenachined bacind surrounded by history as |
stood in the sunshine and readastone markerAppia tentur regina
longarum viar{ithe ApiarWay is the queen of long roadsie Roman
road engineersould have beegoroud ifthey could have lookadhead
two millenniaand seen theontinentspanningJS InterstateHighway
Systenthat was partly inspired by thapian Way

Bavaria withher pastoral countrysidenionrdomed churches
quaint villagesand alpine settingsas one of our frequent travel
destinationsEvery ten yearsn iOberammergautthe PassiorPlay is
dramaticallye-enacted to recall desperatgromise madeenturies
earlierto honor Christif the town was spardtie bubonic plague
epidemic that killed half of the European populatien plague by
passed OberammergateTpageant draws tendlafusands of visitors
from around the world

Many haise and buildingxterioran Oberammergaare painted
with frescoeshowngreligiouscenes from the Passiday. fairy tale$
especially the story of little red riding haod traditional natuseenes
i deer, cows, pine trees, birds, and mountains.

The hallmark of Bavaria is thefinishedfantasy castle of King
Ludwig it attractsmillions of visitors annually. Castle tours are usually
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supplemented with stories about the weirdness of Ludwig and his life as
he lived it in his fairyland imaginatidis unconventiondifestyle his
extravagant castléss reclusivenedss agony in dealing with his sexual
orientationand his mysterious deathcallld have beestenes from his
friend Ri edtomapled antdragnatie opéras.

On avisit to Bavaa, Rita and | made a side \tisiti placehat
Dante could not havmaginedor the worst ring of hell in hépic work,

The mferndVe visited the Dachau concentration camp museum with its
famouscynical sign over trentrygate oArbeitmachfre (Work makes

you fee )&or its prisonersvho starvedo deathand labored in the
camp, the signreally meantOWork makesy o u d Sevedal O
crematorium ovensemainedas they were firafliscoveredby the
incredulousroops of the liberating.SThird Army.

The camp was the first of its kind and a prototype for many others.
During its ten year existence, 200,000 people died of overwork, exposure,
starvation, hideous medical experiments, death marches, shooting, anc
gassing. The people who digdose on the Nazi list of
oundesirablé&d were as varied as the method for killing: We drove home
in stunned silence and could think of little else for days.

A visit to the beautiful parts of Bavarend also nearby Ausitia
is an experience to be repeated whenesgibte; it is a treat to the mind,
the ears, the eyes, and the taste buds. It is an opportunity for renewing
the spirits.

The Cotswoldrea of Englanalsob e ¢ a misitagaid 0 p| ac e |
us with herquaint vilage names: Bourtom-theWater Chipping
Norton, Stowon-theWold, Horsley Upper Slaughtekower Slaughter,
and Cirencesterfhe villagesvere built in medieval times witkealth
from the wool trade

Our favorite place to stay in the ancient CotsMidiklwasn The
Shaven Crown Inm the tiny village of ShiptdwnderWychwood.
Originally it was a Benedictine monastery and later a hunting lodge for
Queen Elizabeth I.

Our waiter in theold inn restaurant haworked there since
boyhood. His signature remark to every guest at eveagt eoas a curt
ocue. 6 Sixty years wearlier t he
minutes before clositighe,he made it clear it was time for the guests to
depart the dining room when he snapped®hicycleiding pantlips.
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Streetlighting isspare in the smallCotswold villages; night
darkness is total. Apparently it always was a problem. A publit notice
writtenlong agavith remarkable clarityexplained thawilliam endured
a fatal concussion of the brain when he &#ilhis horse while riding
home after nightfall from a day at tecientMalmebury Rair. The
notice suggest two possible reasons for the fall: the horse may have
stumbled in the dark or Williamd:
The noticeendsby logicayi nf or mi n g Wiliqmmeenjoyedaha e r
Malmesburyrair but it was the last one he would ever atfend.

In the Cotswoldit is hard to define where nature ends and man
madestructure®egin The cottages are built of rustic ltosstoneand
roofed with native splislateor stoneshingles or sometimes with heney
colored thatch.

Every path, field, village, cottage, church, bridge, stream, stone
fence, and sheep paddock is a treat for the eyegueeriit visitosaid,

0 Wh e n throudhithkCetswold] feel like a oneyed dog in a meat
mar ket . 0O

Although our daughter, Kathy, washildwhen she vacationed
with usin the Cotswoldshe never forgot the beauty of dinea More
than adecade later when she selected a place to practice teach for her
university education degree, she sel€itencester in the Cotswolds.
The food in the community sounds
l andl ady, Mr s . Robinson, of ten s
overs) for Sunday supper.

Mostof ourfrequentiripsto Great Britairincluded a few days in
London. We loved towalk the streets of the city, especialty
Threadneedle Strette financial center of the British Emprast he
Bank of Englan@he Old Lady of Threadneedle Styédte district was
deined by theuniform attire of the bankers and financial institution
employeesmutton chop whiskers, black derby hats, camaelhair
overcoatsThey showed as much individuality m®keryof penguins.

| would betray mirish heritage if | diehot alsowrite ofour many
visits to Irelandreland and Germany have a long history of connection.
After invadingvandalkribes sacked Rome aiagtagedhercivilizationin
thefifth centurycontinental Europe huddled in intellectual darkness for
centuries whileeland simultaneousigdhergolden agé-our centuries
later pious and scholarlirish monks broughtbadk learning,art,
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mathematics, classical langyagesosophy, and Christianity the
continent A ninth centuryEuropeanobserverwr ot e, 0Kl mos
Ireland is migrating to our shovethah er d of phi | osoph

Occasi onal lenlightenedeachimg didknétggo down
wdl; an Irish philosophy teacheas stabbed to dedthhi s st ude
pens when henocked heir belief in gperstitionand magicDuring
World War I, hetacitattitude inneutrallreland toward Germany was
ambivalent; anyone who opposed the Brita$ not entirely without
virtue.

When we traveled in Irelamdthe 196Qst was only a few years
sincesheseparated froresreat Britain and degreeof rebuilding was
startingafter centuries of subjugation and neghdtttoughthere was
still ampleevidence of physical deprivatitrere was ndeficiencyof
spirit and humor.

We wal ked on O6 Conn ednthe day after e t
an IRA (Irish Republian Army) group blewup the statue andhll,
supporting pillaof legendarritishnavaheroand notorious adulterer
Admiral Horatio Nelsdih he never meteopposinghavy that he did not
sink Hecast higefteyeandpointed his left indefinger(helosthisright
eyeandright am in naval battl@overthe broad boulevard from atop
his pllarfor more than a century and a aldl provided safeperch for
generations of pigeordgpparently théRA group dichotthinkNe | s on @ s
legendarpavalexploits and advice to hissafiossEn gl and expe
every man wihhadreledandp hralasd. Ttheidengobtioof
Nel sonds do masthe trishnwayto scomanmenioeate the
fiftieth anniversary of thE916 Irish uprising ending eight centuries of
Britishoccypationand oppression.

Ireland preferred instead to hohergreat poets, writers, orators,
politicians, and singers: Yeats, Joycdf, SShaw, Burke, Wilde,
McCormack, Heaney, Parnell, and Syinge v i si t the Du
Museum often requires standing in line.

Rita, with her puckish humor, turned to a young Irish policeman
standingheart he shattered heap of,thtlel sc

pillar,and shower of accumulated pigeon droppingsd as ke d, 0
nowwoul d bl owing up Lord Nel sonds
il 1l eg@al acto

177



He immediately picked up on the drift of her question when he
replThaMdMadamr oul d be one viewpoint.

A few weeks latea songungtothet une of 0The Bat
the Republié becamehehit song of Ireland

Up Went Nelson

One early mornin' in the year of '66
A band of Irish laddies were knockin' up some tricks
They thought Horatio Nelson had overstayed a mite
So they helped him &s way with some sticks of gelignite.

Up went Nelson in old Dublin
Up went Nelson in old Dublin
All along O'Connell Street the stones and rubble flew
As up went Nelson and the pillar too.

The hurried departure of Nelson from his pillar provoked Eamon
DeVelara to suggest a headloef t he 1 ri sh Press,
Ireland airborne last nightt was the only recorded instance of humor
from the sterrrish rewlutionaryand politicaleader

The remains of Nelséns pi | | ar soon becarl
Stump. 6

Nel sonds ewntumltsuceeedetdy s tall steelobject
of fi ci alhé $pirecohDublie @nfortuiately,tilooks like the
worl dds biggest toothpick.

After we spenainevering in the sanctuary ofn@arbypub for a
few draughts of Guinness am¢ke dropsof Jameson, wevere
surrounded by thenaginarpresence of our forebears: Donohoe, Lyons
(Lehan), Beecher, Dwyer, Peters, Burns, Coughlin, Donlan, Crossgrove,
Finl ey, Whel an, Ma |l o n Asythe eveiigC o n n
lengthened and the swirling vamdrthe nighthickenedpur forebears
seemed ttalk reciteand &g to us.

After the Republic of Ireland regainkdr sovereignty, the
predominately Catholic citizéns baffling contradictioh no longer
gave a fiaboutthe nationality, religion, or affiliation of anyhef
citizens. Robert Briscoe, a Jew, became the Lord Mayor of Dublin and

178



two ProtestantsDouglas Hyde and Erskine Childeesameresidents
of Ireland.

We visited an ancieRrotestantchurch withold and beautiful
stained glass windows. | talked to the church sextonqam@dabout
the ned for security against possia@dalism of the windows. He said,

0 N o vear (Si§ why in the world would anyone want to bring harm to
windows afoin (fine)as thesa

The $x counties of Northern Ireland, with their majority Protestant
population, remained part of Great Britain after the twenty six counties
of the Republic of Ireland to the sobh#tame independeRbr decades
0 The T r(mnflibtlbetvedén thewo Ireland$ flamed high in the
north with everacceleratg terror tactics, fighting, bombing, and
assassinatisn

FirebrandReverend lan Paislieyed uphis pack of braying rabble
rousers when he cal Badbylt oadPaped
l rish Catholics were ORabbits th
citizens egged on-idelings by annually marching and singing through
Catholic neighborhoods to celebrate their victory in the Battle of the
Boyne in 1690. Catles, who were fewer in number in Northern Ireland,
taunted and provoked the Protestants and Breestegeeping soldiers
at every opportunity. And none was shy about shooting and bombing
those on the mposingside.

The quest to reombine all of Ireland into singlesovereign
republic would continue to be a cause for violence and bloodshed for
many morelecades.

Old grievances were long remembered and often settled with grim
retribution. W. B. Yeats, the poet voafelreland, expressed the
sentiments of many Irish people on the need for violent intervention to
expel the British from Irelandapoem

The Rose Tree
(Symbofor Ireland)

When all the wells are parched away
O plain as plain can be
Ther eds tauodwhbloody b u
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Can make a right Rose Tree.

The physical beauty of Ireland is varied, lush, and awesome, but it
is secondary to the stirring beauty of spoken words, songs, conversations
poetry, and writing.

I never visited Ireland that I
beautydé to again use the disturb
words and songs would hide and heal the aching wounds and brooding
memories of the past: bogus imprisonment, dagoggration, famine,
injustice, violence, oppression, and sorrow. It also occurred to me that if
the names and dates were changed, muchtefrib&estory of Ireland
could also be the storytbk continuingconflict betweerEastGermany
and Russiatthat time

The best family vacation we ever took was osatfeyAdriatic
Coast of Croatia Mugoslavia in the walled, mediaeval city of Dubrovnik
built in theseventttentury. Lord Byron calléide citydt he pear |
Adriatic th days past, the pseof the world identéd manyof their
favorite places apearls 6

The area surrounding Dubrovnik reekarafientistory: Richard
the Lion Hearted wasipwreclkedon an island a felwundredmeters
offshore in the Adriatiand a hundred miles nortin Splitare the
sprawling ui ns of Roman BEmmeapalacgbuillOn oc |
the fourth centurywith accommodations for thousantise walls of
current houses are often the remaining, standing viallsofc | veas$ti a n €
palace.

The stolid, dou communist governmentfunctionarieswho
controlled ouDubrovnik hotelknew they could not attract cdatien
tourists to the hotels, restaurants, and casinos so most employees whc
faced the public were effervescent Italians.

We fed the children their dinners early and then dressed and went
downstairs to dine and put a feginsin play in théhotelcasino. The
children were willing to be left alone in their room if we allowed them to
jump on the bed, sleep with their dog, @adéra beforebedtime snack
of ice cream from room service. The wide sandy bgaokekedthem
an unlimited daytime playground.

Our bills, when paid idollars were astonishingly modest: twenty
dollars per night for two rooms and meals for four peo@dopof-
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theline hotelthree cents for a cup of iceinonadérom a street vendpr
and a few pocket coins for a tavern drink

The povertyof the Yugoslavian people was evident on country
roads.Ruralgirls walked barefoot to villages while carrieig $hoes.

When they arrived in town, thmyt on theishoes so theyouldh Gdem
sopoor andustic.

It appeared that in the countryside and villages, Muslims, Orthodox
Christians, and Roman Cattglliced sideby-side in harmony; they built
theirchurches and mosques on the same dingetey spoke different
languages and dialects that they wrote in different alphabets (Latin,
Cyrillic, and ArabicThey socializehd tradeih the same public places
and they intermarrietater n the 1990svas of genocidethis illusion
of compatibilityproved to beaitterlyfalse thousnds were killedncient
Dubrovnik wassubstantiallgamaged by shelling during the tragic
thatdivided the natiomto six countrieaccording taheirmany ethnic,
religious, political, and linguistic parts. It was a time to settle differences
that had been festering for more than a thousand years.

PeriodicallyJohnDeerd s over seas empl ohpmmees w
leave with family transportation costs absarbexkpense accounts.

On our first home leave we deviated from the direct flight path
betweerkrankfurtandChicago. We spent a week inhigin Islandsn
the Caribbeanwi t h Ri t ads s eimoiwerd lpermadent f r i
residentsAt two AM, during our ocean crossing flighelanded irthe
Azoresto refuel. | stepped off our Avianca Airlines plane to stretch and
look into the purest night sky imaginable while Rita and the children slept
on the plane. | never forgot the dramatic sighihto the window of
heaven anthaybe eveeaternity.

Our Virgin Island hosts lived in a house at the peak of a mountain
with a view over the jungle to the Atlantic Ocgaone side and on the
other side a vieaver thecapitalCharlotte Amadj tothe Caribbean Sea.
While sitting orthe porch with our sunsetim drinks looking down the
mountain to the harbor, we had the illusion that we could reach out
through theevernng tropical air and pick up the ships in the harbor
including the anchored aiaftrcarrier, Franklin D. Roosefielietween
our thumb andorefinger.
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The motorists of the Virgin Islands drive on the left side of the road
as a holabver from the days before World War | wherislamdsvere
owned by Denmark.

On the Atlantic side was gtthe and sparsalged Mages Bay
where we spent many hours swimmingti@aeold son, John, found a
starfish shetin the beach. He proudly told Ritddwnda stathat had
justfallen from heaven.

We then went on to lllinois and South Dakota b ais families;
| spenta few days working my old officeso when | moved back to the
US | wouldstillbe remembered.

On anEasteholidayRita, Kathy, and John traveled tollssvhile
| stayed in Européwufthansairlineemployees made the tripeasy as
possible for families with children. They arrangstbgaick thefamily
up at theairplaneexit ramp and drive them to the ritigtht ramp This
long before the age of hyper airgecturityexaminations.

When theyarrived inRock IslandKathy was dressed in a dirndl
dress and John in lederhosen and a green felt hat with g feather
traditional folk costumesf Bavari a. Ritads fat
about them stepping off the plane looking likevtimeTrapp children
and Julie Adrewsskipping through thalpine meadows the movie,
oThe Sound of Musit.

On the day aftesilong Easter weekend | had business in Madrid.
Not wanting to be alone in cold, damp Germany, | left Heidellieng
daysearly and stopped over in the resmbaind of Palma de Majorca in
the Mediterranean. The flight stewardesses were in a dither because
Freddy Quinrwas aboard ithe companyof atall, bloné&. 6 Fr efd dy 0
as he was universally knéwmas the German version of Frank Sinatra
and a national heahrob in German speaking countries. Freddy sang
simple songs of the sea and rootless wandering in faraway lands.

Early the next morning | walked around libatbasin near my
hotel to gawk at the sail boats and yachts. | was drawn to a boat because
the soud system was blaring currergddysongs. | noticed the person
preparing the boat for the dayds

His companion soon bounded up eiderfrom below turned out
in crisp white sailing clothes with her hair flowing in the wind. Freddy
nodded to her and formally shook her hand. | was amused at the irony of
him havingspent the nighvith her andhengreeing her the next day
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with the formalitynormally reserved for greeting a queen in a receiving
line.

At the end of a weekend trip to Belgium, | left Rita, Kathy, and
John with our red VW car to drive homeH@delberg while | took a
plane toStockholm where | had business on Monday morning. Our
gualitychallenged car broke down along the hmedein atorrential
rain storm. An elderly Dutch couple stoppeaffier help when they saw
Rita andhe childrern distressThe husband drove Rita to a nearby town
and found a mec haabnyi cs anthd |teh enicshiw
stopped thinkingvellof the Dutchafter this kindness

On a quiet, snowy Decemimrening| drove,alongwith three
German colleagues, through the Belgian town of Bastogne and the
surrounding snow and ilen pine forestWe were scheduled to visit
a competitords c¢ombiBrugesif kaewtther y t
dreadfuhistory of the famous World War |l Battle of the Bulge, centered
in Bastogne, whee American army was surrounded by the Nazis in
theirdoomed lastgaspmilitary push against the Western Allies. | knew
of the great loss of life and several outright massacfeseotan
prisonersAs we drove through Bastogne in the daclgsed my eyes
andimagined could see and hear ttagjingoattlebetween th&erman
and American armiasder the watchful eye Afesthe Olympian God
of war | wondered if my German colleagues would comment on the
famousand terribldattldi they did notThe Battle of the Bulge used up
the last #ective strength of the Nazis.

Belgium was also the tramping grounds for foreigrerson
other occasions. In World War |, the British and the Gero&esl it
out in trenches likeitless punciadrunk boxers.

We visited awWorld War IBritish cemetery in Flanders where a
youthful generation of English soldiers vessingfor all eternity. A
surprising percent of the graves were for Irish mercenaries; their home
counties in Irelandeve carved on their tombstones.

Nearby were a simuldtérench and cave complete with sound
effects of machine guns and artillery barriigey of theGermarshells
contained asphyxiating chlorine and mustard gases that seeped into the
trenches and caves making them crypts for thousands of hapless soldiers
The realisnof the museum eastdront wasuncanny and unsettling.
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It was not possible to depdrom the sad monuments in the
solitary cemetery standing on foreign soil without recalling the haunting
closing linesaf o h n  Mpo€m \arited about therrible war:

In Flanders Fields

The torch; be yours to hold it high
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
I n Flanders fieldé¢

Rita could recite thentirepoem from memory

The broodingmemorials anauntingpoemwere meant to be a
warning to never again engage in the senseless futility of trench warfare
Although trench warfare was seldom practiced again; better methods
were soon developed to more efficiently and barbarically Kill people. In
less than twenty yedin® Nazis indoctrinated themselves on the wacko
political and soci al pr oquulsmg t i o
diatribe 0Mein Kampb (My Struggle), refitted their armies, rewrote the
manuals on warfare, and let Iabsé hell hounds teecome thecourge
of much of Europe.

When | traveled with a German colleague, we stopped to visit an
agricultural equipment musenear Heidelberd was surprised that my
worldly colleague would not come into the museum with me. He
explained that the nmewsm also contained war equipment and weapons;
he could not bear to see them because it recalled to him the death of his
father in an Eastern Front battle. He waited in the car with his gloomy
thoughts.

When 1| first traveled in Europe, | was often emisadaat the
mannered behavior sbmeof my fellow Americans: dining in 4@ted
restaur ant s -odt-thegsasreadg ei Geskinglfoolireerns
or eal amod egyomettiogipd drley poi nt 6 i n cor
meetings at the expemé@reliminarysociaktiquette

| was less apologetic abdumericans later when | s#we poor
behavior ofsome Europeas when they travetl in foreign countries:
intoxicated Germans complaining in restaurants about the unavailability
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of their favoritewursts or winegtalians belligerently refusing to allow
others to pass when they clogged up a wakbmeagmug Swiss students
arrogantly telling others what is wrong with their culture and
governments.

We never lost oudeep urge to see the worlde like urge that brings

up a worm in an I rish Bog to see
After four years of European living, we would not claim that our

comfortablaravelgivaledthearduoudrekof Marco Polo to Asia or the

harrowingodysseys of Homehroughout the classidsllediterranean

world, but wecould say wiaveledup to the limitof my vacation time

andour budget
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Little Red Riding Hood House

Oberammergau, Bavaria
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Chapter14

CAREER PROGRESSION

Far and away the best prize that life offers isntbekdiemdce to
at work worth doing.
i Theodore Roosevelt

S

Frank Lyons & Engineering Drafting Board
John Deeré 1959

When | was sixteemy older brother received a letter and brochure from
the South Dakota School of Minasd Technologya school for
engineeringchemistryphysics, mathematics, ayjablogyinviting him
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to enroll But he wanted more excitement in his life toaherstudying

in a schoalln a few days unbeknownst to our pareiithie enlisted in

the army and spent the next two years livinghine 0 e x c iat e me
remote Korean mudflat.

When | read theollegebrochure,l relatedengineeringo my
interest in beinghe tinkerer, mechanic, carpenter, and maintenance
personon our South Dakota farnOn the spot, Idecided that
engineering was the logical next step fot weuld attendthe School
of Mines andecome a mechanical enginieeever wavered from this
decison except for a brief tim@bout ten minutesyhen Ithoughtl
wanted to be a phystil soon foundhe Physics Departmemtould
need to significantly lowés requiredadmittancestandardsf it had to
accommodate me.

Two yearsater after graduatifiggm high schooll enrolled in the
South Dakota School of Mindsfound | was iliprepared forthe
demanding mathematics, chemistry, physicengimering classes. My
mother a teachehad stressed studying Latin and English and promoted
a liberal @s education at the expense of mathematics and science. It took
me o years to catch up with courses thaissed in high scho@ut |
caughup and graduadevith myclass.

My parentswho alsohad the education of six oth#rildrento
consider, paid ntyition ($600 per year) slung hashyaited tables in a
bar, painted housevorked as aurvepr, and tendedardens to pay for
myroom and board, transpation, and beer drinking.

When | graduad, egineering jobs were plentdnld employment
offers were numerous. It was an exciting time.

| visited several companies and was offereatBlhgont,Gates
Rubber, Honeywell, Oliver (Farmquigpment), and Fairbanks Morse. |
accepted the offérom Fairbanks Morse Beloit, Wisconsifor a salary
of $375 per month.

After a year of working as an engineering traindéaidranks
Morse a manufactter of large industrial equipme(lbcomotives,
pumpsdiesekngines, compressoaad electric motord)still wast sea
onwhatl specificallywanted to do with my career or what my engineering
strengthsvere.

For the moment, the decision was made for me; | was drafted into
the army because of the ongdfiagean War The situation imlivided
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Korearecalledh similaiconditionin Germany with theRussiamilitary
forces controllingne sectoand theJSand her allies another.

| wasordered tothe Army Chemical Center near Baltimire
become part of a group of engineers, mathematicians, chemists,
physicists, biologists, architeats] scientistsstablished to utilizee
talentof technicalheducatedraftees

My work assignment was write repair partsnanuals fotank
flame throwerd wasassignetb workas the only Gin aFederal Civil
Servicggroup Muchof my time was n r dreel i hibecduse of
the unchallengingquirementef the assignment.

To fully utilize my energy aratcupy mysparetime, | set up a
variety ofmini-entrepreneurial activities: painting houle=sgning and
building furniture and cabinesglling wood working too&d wood
products;and managing the posecreationcraft shopnights and
weekendga paid job.After two years when it was discharge tifme
banked my entire o r p o rfia$ll2d per rpoatiVhile in the army, |
livedwellon my entrepreneurial earnings.

My army enlistmenwas a time of persongtowth. | had the
opportunity to compare the staid Midwest culture to the more complex
and worldly culture of the east cdasttunately,ie Korean Waended
a few months after lag drafted; did notneedo risk my life in combat.

Gls from the wedhad to learn a nevocabularand dialecivhen
they movedo Marylandsoda (popXar (fire) awl (oil); ga rdd@wne-
ocean (going down to th&tlantic beach) Bdmer, Merlin (Baltimore
Marylanl), and Napolis (Annapolis home of thestate gubmi
(government.)

In old Baltimoreneighborhoods people are universaltiressed as
0 H o TheBopewaswelcomedt a later timéor hisvisitto Baltimore
with a banneracross busy Charles Strpat oc | aTimé n @ p p &8
ComingHon! 6

The unfamiliarity of people in the east about the west was about
equal to the unawareness of westerners about easterheiss about
to be discharged from the arrnlgought a new suibr my new civilian
job from astoreclerkin Baltimore sheasked where | was from. | said,
0South Dakota. o

Sher espondBHBHahyoudsdut have a 'out he
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Residing iBaltimordslikelivingin acomfortabléoarding house
with reasonablé¢olerance for many races, ethnicities, amdedsand
universal agreement that seafood from the ChesapeaisewBah
swooning over, especiayeamedcrabs eaten raccoorfashion at
newspapecoverediables(to Midwesterners tnii® likeeatinggiant
boiledgrasshoppeis

The gentry and blwmllar classlive togetherin comfortable
harmony andith universatontemptfoo ut si der s who | e
oJohrd when speakg of venerableJohns Hopkins Universitifhe
hallmark of Baltimorés its blocks of row housesvith milky-white
marbles steps thatescrubbed to radiance eacbrning.

The JohnDeerecompanymade a engineerecruitingvisitto the
Army Chemical Center when | wasaringdischargérom the armyl
traveledto Moline, lllinois for a job interview in theorporate
manufacturingngineering departmefhe job seemed to be in line with
my career aspirationsunderstood the compalys f ar m e qu i
productsand | could see how igrcoulyd Dbeé
engineering pfession while working for a company that made
fundamental and worthwhile produdtslid not want to work for a
company that maderoducts such dsthal bombgstobacco products
junk-food, DDT, or hoola hoopd accepted théohnDeergob offerfor
a salary of $4@ier month

| left Baltimore in myaidfor green 1949 Oldsmobile seflan
commonly call ed withal of Gy possessidisic h i
the trunk a bank account of $10, and no debtsl drove to Moline,
rented a roonfior $8 per wdewith a shared bath and telephone down
the halland went to work the next day.

| settled down the next several years learning to be a design engineel
for iron foundry equipmeninder theguidanceof first-class engineers
and managers. | still had spareand lots of energy; | worked on the
side providing engine@ry services to othdocal foundriesduring
evernngs and weekenddthoughl became functionally competasta
design engineat was obvious to me that | would never Adamas
Edison,Henry Fordor Wrightbrother.

| searched fohow | could broaden myprofessionakkills by
enrolling in local college night coursesegistered foicourses on
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philosophy and accountirfut soon discontinuethem because of
extensive work travel.

Althoudh theengineeringvork at JohnDeerewaschallenging and
satisfying, | decidddvanted to move into a management leen |
was offered thepportunityto move to Germany as the project manager
for building an iron foundry, it was the first stejhatdirection

The newassignmemnwas a fadearning experiencesdonrealized
that working in management took substantial communication and
political skills.

| found out that | was a decent communicator and was comfortable
talking to most people at anyeleof management. | walsoseldom at
a loss when discussing fangineering subjects. However, it took a long
time to learn the political skills requifedmanageent Politicsand
people relationshipld not follow the logical precision and claniy |
knew from studyinghathematics and engineering.

| graduallylearnedthat | did not need to master all of the
engineering activities that | manafjeshon became obvious tlitatvas
better todepend on the technical estige of other reliablengineers.

| was blessed wittompetentnanagerand job coaches for most
of my careeanlthough wasoccasionaliynpededvith a fewlesscagpable
bosses but that too becanmeart of my learning experience.

During the four years that | worked in Germard/tAroughout
Europe | built abroad andraluablgrofessional experience base that |
could draw on for theest of mylifefi two more decadesgorking for
JohnDeere a decade as ownergherald Associates Inc., a consulting
companyandas a volunteer f@CORE, a small business advisory group.

| was always interested in writing. After retirgrhdearned to
writebooks and occasional &l articles for newspapeéeidelberg Bay
ismy fouth book.

When I go into the far turn of life and enter the next world, | hope
| am typing at my computer and lookinthatfinal chapter of my latest
book on thescreenAnd | dream thathe waiting literary public will go
on for yearafter my permanent departtnem earthreading and talking
about mymagnum opus.
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First Employerii Fairbanks Morse & Co.
Heavy Equipment Manufactureifi Beloit, Wisconsin

Frankii Korean War Drafte@ 1955
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Army
Chemical Corp Insignia

Baltimore Row Houseswith White Marble Steps
Daily Scrubbing Ritual
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Chapter b
GOING HOME

Shod withings is the horse of him who rides

On a spring day the road that leads to home
i Bai Juyi (825 BC)

Breathes there the man, with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said,
This is my own, my native land!

Whose heart hath ne'er within him burn'd,
Ashome his footsteps
From wandering on a foreign strand.

i Edward Everett Hale

Sailing for Home
Genoa to New York
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After the Mannheim foundry project was complétedrked for a year
in the JohnDeereregional headquarters in Heidellmrgrojects in
Spain, France, and GermaMphenmost ofthec o mp adamnggcapdtal
investment projecis Europe werénished, theeed for mpresencen
Europe endedut othersignificant capitalvestments werdgmned and
underway in the U8.was tme for my family and me to pack up and
returnhome

Wedeparted fronHeidelberg in late 1967rturntot he o011 and
the round door knobs ( Ge r ma ntye doa bandles.)v e r

We left with mixed feelings. For everyday living, Rita and |
preferred taontinue to live in Heidelbédiay a while longér especially
Rita. When I told her of our transfer home, she recalled the opening line
of afavoritep o e m: ClacK diLée isWound butOnceo She added,
0 Te bessegment afime allottedo mefrom my clockwindingwasthe
four goldenyearf living inHeidelbergh

For our children, it was time teturnhome. We had seen other
Americarchildren grow to adulthood in foreign lands without a feeling
of being anchored to any nationality or coumtfiyen hey became
adults, they would be neitlfish nor fowl.

For me it was time to-mnnect professionally. Rapid changes were
being madwithin JohnDeereand with technologldid not understand
all of themand | needed to become a part of ttemove forward with
my careedevelopment

Kathy had lived ndg half her life outside the @WSJohn, three
quarters of his life. TRéSwas a foreign land to them. Although we did
not realize it at the time, Rita and | also came home as quite different
people than the two Midwesterners who apprehensively boarded
Lufthansa&Airlinesin Chicago four years earlier.

There had been a sgwnge in the cultural and political climate in
theUSduring the four years that we liaschy

It was not easy to underdaand accept all of the changes. We
never would accept some of thémespecially those stridently
championed by flamboyant, uncasild disrespectfybung peoplesho
lived off societand the hard, sober workatherswithout contributing
a whit to it.We were repelled lgyaffiti in subwgs andon walls and
railroad carsuch as: Make love. Resist all authtrityfeels good, do
it.
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The list ofsignificanevents that occurred when we lived away was
long

Betwea 1962 and 19630pe John XXXl conveneda coumil of
theCatholicChurchhierarchy o 0 w dvatikanlo Thé outcome was
a majorupdatingof centuriesld, outdated andligid church practices.

One of the major benefits was to dedlof theChrigian faiths closer
together as well as to conneanemy norChristian fahs. It was a shot
in the arm tahosewho weredrawing away from religion.

News broadsstersandjournalistgontinued to report on ttold
War in Europe but the more urgent reging wasswitching to the
escalatingshooting and killing war Boutheasf\siaand violent anti
Vietnam war protests in théS EventhoughPresident Johnson and
General Westmorland announdssltS wasvinning the waaccording
to their scorecardg was a pipe drearheircriteria wer@ot relevant
for the kind of war being waged bydbterminedorth Viethamenemy
that fought fom darktunnelsandin green shadowy forests

The warwas a continuing nightmare of bad political and military
judgments. Thepatriotismand support for earlier US warsarly
vanished for many young people who rioted, moved to Canada to avoid
the draft, defiled the flag, disrespected all things militatgstedo
sabotaged, drugged themselves, shirked, rebelled, forced the end of
military training on many Universigmpuses, and Igstide inbeing
America.

The cost of the war was astronomittaforced the hand of
President Nixon to unilaterally abandire longstanding fixed
international exchange rates. The value of the dollar against other
currencies plummeted aadnualinflation zoomed upvell over ten
percent.

Jane Fondads active opposition
Vietham earned her thenma OHanoi Jane. &S She
political and military leaders as war criswma the returning POWSs as
liars whosoughtbattlefield experienc® beef up their career resumes.

When the North Vietham soldiers abused captured solders, airmen,
and sailors, they felt they were exacting a just punishment for
indiscriminate bombings and massive use of Agent Orange (plant
defoliant and herbicidey the USWhen they captured and imprisoned
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US soldiers, sailors, ararmen, hey did not followthe constraints
specified in the Geneva Convention.

Many sincerehonorable Americansabandoned faith in their
government andupportedthe escalating demonstrati@gainstuS
paticipation in the Vietnam War

Whenveteranseturned homehey were often dispected and
insulted. They thought they had honorably answered their call, to duty
butweredeniedheirjustpatriotic parades

Having seen the patriotism and clarity of purpose in America during
World War llwhen | was a bognd to a lesser extenthe Korean War
when | was soldient took me a long time and a profound changeyin
attitude toconclude andccept that the Vietham War wdsweder.|
could not believe that owvelleducated wellinformed government
leadersllowed the US to becked intocombat The ilifated war was
causing many young American petaplathdraw from society arake
respect for older people witidl not see the world as they saw it.

Rita arrived atn antwar positionsooner than [.She was
enormously distressed that our young men in the prime of lifeevnere
killed or incapacitated feuch a dubious purposhe was brought to
tears by aadverse from amld Irish antiwar songhat she thought
expressed her viewpoint on thetiam War

Johnnie | hardly Knew Ye

Where are your legs that used to run, hurroo, hurroo
Where are your legs that used to run, hurroo, hurroo
Where are your legs that used to run
When you went to carry a gun

Indeed your dancing days are done
Oh Johnny, hardly knew ye.

The divisive Vietham War wasalignangrowth that was ripping
the country apartt would cause President Johnson to withéh@w
the political stage as a presidential candvtiete he realized he could
not find an honorable way ¢od thewar.He dreaded that hmight be
branded as the firstS President to lose a whut he hope he would
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be remembered for appointing Thurgood Marshall, the first black, to the
Supreme Courtis Great Society programs, Medicare and Mediuaid

his support dr Civil Rights(He bashed the Ku Klux Klaior their
racismby calling them 0A) hooded soci

Johnson limpedut of Washingtorback toa life of tranquility and
reflection on hismallPedernales River ranchtive TexagHill Country.

Things in Washington and Vietnam would get a lot aibesdhe left.

MaoTse Tundaunched his Cultural RevolutinrChinawhilewe
stil |l |l ived in Germany. This was
Leap Forward. 6 The r aCultarasl Rdvalutiahg o v €
were set forth in a dopey tract commonly cislllecdb 6 s L i .tThel e R
Chinese citizens endurednsttion, forced relocation, slavery, murder,
assassinations, and mmanbing reeducation according to the model
developed earlier by Stalin in the Ukraine and Siberia. The Cultural
Revolution dumped a generation of Chinese citizens through a trap door
into a life of ignorance, misery, harshness, squalor, and hopelessnes:
seldom seen since the Dark Ages in Europe.

Mao could do whatever he wanted; he now had his demi
and no viable adversari€hina, with twenty percent of the world
population, layke a wounded dragon beside the nodlde 1960But
those withacutestrategiwision knevsometimet would awake, bind its
woundsrecalthousands of years of past glory and achievem€hisa
and agaibecome aonsequentiaborld force.

Womenin the USwere freed frormany of thgast constraintso
their gender. They begandiemanda better future: equal wadgestter
jobs leadership roles in business and the governmers educatign
independent life stylesd shared famitgisingesmnsibilitieslt would
be a long roafibr themto travel.

Birth control pills revolutionized the biological lifestyleonfien
and advancedemale liberation. Sexual liberatiamausd profound
changes.

In Houston, Dr. Denton Cooley made the first implamtaif an
artificial heart. For this trdilazing achievement and other medical
procedure developments, Cooley became a legend.

Little-known Warren Buffdét gained control ofBerkshire
Hathaway ancharketedts stock for $18 per shaBy, 2008the stock
would be worth $150,008er shareBuffett and selected others would
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rapidly accumulate skigh fortunes that had not been seen since the
days of the Wall S&terobber baronsf the late 18003 he skewing of
wealth to the privileged few at the top anmsistenciving for many at

the bottomwould remain an uesolved issue for many decades.

Rock ndé6 Rol |l musi c s wsragsgheric t h e
populaity of themop-haired Be#es. Their music was a perfectith
the youth culturand lifestyle dhe 1960s.

WhenWalt Disney dieth 1966immortal Mickey Mouse, Donald
Duck, andSnow White andhe ®vendwarfs doffed their hats and
mourned for their mortal creatd¥hile entertaining the worldisney
alsoestablished the businessdelaisediaterby Bill Gates, ®veJobs;
and others as he led his talented teams and set nearly impossible artisti
and technical objectives for them.

Legendaryjfe-starGeneral DougladacArthuro j ust f aded
as he promised in Herewellpeechd Congress aftdrumanand the
Joint Chiefs of Stafdlismissedl h i m f r dondisbbeddence to my
the orders ofhis Commander in ChieWhen Truman later read
Ma ¢ A r maudlinspegch t€ongresd) e ¢ a A daended boch, 0
of BSO

In the raciallysegregated sections of the, Wtny profoundly
objected to the Civil Rights Movement. George Wallace, Governor of
Alabama, declaredseqregatiortoday, segregation tomorrow, and
segregation foreverdé (he | awagr r
photographed wielding an axe handle at blacks attempting to patronize
hi s cowhliBicéick Café The photo helped him be elected
governor of Georgid lengthyand sometimes bloody sooéalolution
was underway tedressongstanding civilights injustices.

The hippie movemeftalthough reviled by manyvasa voice for
positive activismin some areadt turned a needed spotlight on
environmental issues, somplstice guestionablerars, and responsible
energy consumptioihe hippiesthoudt they couldoositivelychange
the worldBut others regardékle hippie movemeas irrational antthe
abandonmentf civiized behavioiThe movemenfosteredan attitude
of: Le t walk away from everything we ever kaewvbe as free as the
birds in the air and the dagsd cats in the baakeysltd s OK t o g
like mangy animal§Vitlessconsumptionof life-destroying drugs
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alrightl t 6 s a c c e pumaniodiediketroad nieatFeealdadhd
on the back of socieiy the thing to do.

Dr. Timothy Leary, a spokesman for LSD drug users, was known
for his catch phrase, OTurn on,

But the hippie movement of the 1960s would run its course. After
1970, most young people bec@sg concerned with changing the world
and moe anxious to find paying gpb

For the first time, federal and state governments demanded that
tobaccosellersprovide conspicuouwarnings abousmokinghealth
hazards. The Germans had identified théé&tikeen tobacco and lung
cancer in the 1940but the information was sgiédaled Later the
CEOs of fourmajor tobacco compangin Congress like four wooden
Pinocchiods and r eupdtatamkngsidenying dng n t
knowledge of harmdm smokingtobacco. This in spite of what every
farmhand and factory worker in the coumaingadyknew when they
call ed their 0coibgigg et&BYadepefreédifrom n a i
the hearings with noticeably longer noses. None would ever be
proseated for perjury.

Bobby Kennedy, the hypéntense icon for liberéctionsand a
passionate voice for civil rights, was assassseat@l months after
Martin Luther King was sh&tarts ofhe countryvereliterallyin flames
during riots and lootirig more than 100 cities such as Detroit where 43
people died and350 buildings were burned or looted. The civil rights
movement came to a full conflagraafter years of smoldering.

Shortly after returning home from Germanyaveledto the
Detroit City Airport on acompanyplane; it was a white knuckle landing
and takeoff since a few days earlier, rioters had kiwflgingplanes.

When we were out of gunfire rangeyryc ol | eague sai d,
marine departing from Khe Sanh (Viethamgonh el i copt er . 6

For Rita anane it was easy to accept gender equality, elimination
of civil rights injustices, and better environmental laws. But it was not so
easy to imagine raising our children in an atmosphere of lowered moral
standards anseemingligegard for physical appearance and personal
behavioiin public.

Other less momentous things also happened in the US during our
absence. 0Swinging L onthemnskirgitav e t
became an early sy mBaoewlobkcame imi@m ma n
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voguebouffant hairdodpng sidburns Nehru jackets, bikinis, blue jeans
for every occasion, and Afro hairddeBed | e s Stswberry Fields
Foreveé and Evel Knievel jumped his motorcycle over sixteen cars
Gasoline coghirty threecents per gallon

Many of these happenings were geameagersand somewere
passingfad.he o0ol d dayso6 were gone. T
many, but for some of the old guard they a&maccepdble ag would
have beeffior my grandfather to stapauceringhis coffee, eating his
food off the blade of his knifand salthg his food from a sattellar

My family and Wweregiven much during the four years that we lived
away from the USVe learned to live in a new cultiet when we
returned hore, the culture that we I&khind in 194had changed. We
had toadjusto the realities of the changed warld learn new ways and
attitudes.

A half centuryater at the time | wrote tHi®ok, nost of the issues and
problems which seemethtractableand unsolvablm 19@, have been
resolvedandmany othe dreambave beerealized

West and East Germany were succesafullpeacefullgunited.
The Cold Warendedwith the speed of ligipiartly because communist
propagandaould no longer trumpealtime television broadcastiofy
truth from the norcommunist worldThe dreadedtomicweapons that
threatened\rmageddon remasma f el vy | oc k e dherishk Par
of mutual destruction frotte weapons @ventedhe nucleaarsenal
keepers fromeveropeninghe box Thedomino theorii if one country
falls to the communists, others will fofiowproved to be the addle
brained vision of Washington policy wonks. World commumd the
Soviet Unioncrumbled like a@ecrepittermiteridden barn collapsy
without fanfare in the middle of the riigh Russia, the will to go and
to domindge the worldalsoevaporated overnight along with any thought
of againsendingout the dreadedRed Army with hetanksto bludgeon
her adversaries into submissRaunited Germany became the stable
political and economic linchpin of Europe. Germany kept her long
standing military ambitisrfor expanding inEurope in check, but
ironically she camegabstantiallgontrol nuchof the continent anyhow
with hergigantt economic poweand political stabilityn the heavy
industrial and energy generating zones of Germany, suffocating and lethal
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pollution vere curbedi partly due to the confrontational activism of
Greenpeace.

One of theepicevents ofthe twentieth centuryasthe grand
experimentto introduce communism as tdeminant political and
economicforce throughoutthe world. Although nany in thenon
communist worldhought communism would ultimately, fagydid rot
realizeéhatwhen it did, the peoptaised in the atlontrollingcommunist
systenwould come out into the light ofyddevoid ofthe ability tdive
and functionn a freesocietyhere they must make decisidhsy could
not easilysurviveafter alifetime ofcontrol propaganding, denal of
necessities, imprigoent terior, denal ofan educatigrand forcedwork
underharshconditions

After the communist system failed and the peopleall@ned to
functionin a free societynanywere anchorless and adrift. They fell back
to old habits of waiting to be told what to do, making shoddy products,
corruption, ignoring the voice of the marketplace, failing to takegberson
responsibility, and drinking too mu€hey were like people who were
imprisoned from youth to old age dinehreleasedvith theexpecation
that they would be able ltee their lives in a fremciety There would
not be another economic miracl®kussiand her satellites as there was
earlier in West German

It seemed that theest optiorfor the collapsed communist world
wasto adoptthe structuresof the West: democracy, capitaliand
freedom But this was aearlyinsurmountablehallengenithout the
We s ceidtsies olowlybuilt traditions, laws, trade agreements, ethics,
work habitsand financial organizatioAsd whatwas to be done with
obsolete plantsampantpoliution, dysfunctional market systems, and
incompetenand corrupieaderg And how should the lonagherished
dinosauilike Leninistprinciplesbe burie@In Russiaandher satellites,
the heritage ofin unworkablgovernmenta junky economyndthe
utterhumi I i ati on of néetobe boghibradecadest a | |

Alexis de Tocqueville a French political thinker and bigtn,
accurately foresaw the problem for Russia and her satellédbara
century earliewhen hewrote 0The most danger ou
government is when it starts to
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Socal and politicaViewpointsin Germanyand America always
differed from each othebut they have diverged further in the hast
century

Liberal vewpoints on social welfared related subjeiitsnedical
care, vacation time, holidays, retirement, job seawoity, hours,
maternity leave, and unemployméemiveexisted since prewarydan
Germaly and most of Europ&uropeans worthree hundretioursper
yearless than Americans. To fire an employee in Eusdjfficult and
costly To pay for thegeneous social welfargystemthe Euopeans
tolerateskyhighgraduated incomaxes

The Eurogans knovtheir costly welfare systeatardseconomic
growth, but they think it is better than the Americarofvayg r o wt h
al | Theybdieveditensdeserve tbeshieldedrom theeconomic
ups and downs causedthe cyclical market plablye Bevan, a British
labor leader, described market driven ecoas@sleingo amething
carried over froleanderthiatimesd

The dyed in the wodbermanattitudes on a welfare society are
beingput to the test in the 2000s. Becausdrafaticallydeclining
Europearbirth rates, there are not enough petuplean the economy
andpay for ostlysociakerviceghealth care and pensiofts)the long
living elderly gpulation.

Germansnd many othi€Europeansre critical aAmericansvho
work so hard for materiatquisitiongndthen havelittle timelefto t o
smell the o s e &ermanyi the welfare system also prettideross.
Theygenerously fundperas, ballets, ayalleriesand orchestras. More
than a half million people in Germamng paicb a r twiog tkiea s . 0

Since the Europeans hadlherredthe lines ohationalism through
the unifiedEuropeareconomisystem and mutiationNATO, theyfall
shorton decisiveness and actidmencrises occur.

While thedivergenceetweerthe cultures of Germaimyas well as
most of Europ2 andthe UScontinues(Germany sees herself as a wise
old man offering wisdomndcounsefrom a park benctSheascribe
herwisdomto herlife of severe economic times between the two world
wars, the barbaric excesses of World War Il, ardhiffeentury dng
harrowing standoff with Russia during the Cold ®¥eses America
asthe Lone Rangeraivelygalloping intdown to shoothe badguys,
crack a f& heads, and make things right
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Germany is ambivaleadtouther mlitary role andefenséudgets.
With herper capita investmentlier militarybeingone third of that of
the US sheknowsshecannot sind alone Criticism of the vast US
military capability is tricky. At the moment, with no threats on the
horizon, i1t iIs easy fhigmilit@gudgesny t
and advancefighting capalities.

During the Cold Wathe threat oh majowarwas the dominant
force that droveGerman foreign policyBonn was in lockstep with
Washingtorout of necessitysincecommunism was suckadayinto a
black hole anthe eliminationof the Russiammilitary threatGermany,
and much of Europeess eventsthroughdifferentlensesThey now feel
free to throw ginesof criticism west across the Atlantdthout the
Cold War tonecessitata US/Western Europe alliance, Eurdpeks
she camow afford © openlycriticize the U&ndgo her separate way.

Rudyard Kipling aptly wrotgbouta comparab)geacefutime
duringthe history of theBritish Empire whethere was not a military
threat and when heoldiersvere not needeat respected

Tommy

Ohit's Tommy this, an' Tommy that, an' "Tommy, go away";
But it's "Thank you, Mister Atkins", when the band begins to play,
The band begins to play, my boys, the band begins to play,
Ohit's "Thank you, Mister Atkins", when the band begins to play.

Serious German strategic thinkemsw that somedaywh en t h
bandbegisit o p | ay 6 a ghawill need arfrieriglly bigobpther
to help protect hetn the meantime, those who think in a smallena
can afford to cast stones across the Atl@t®an towards the US.
Although the US ishe only superpowen ithe wold today, other
countriehave the potential to ascend to prominence in coming decades
and become Germaalversaries

Most Germans were opposed to the US role in the Iraq war. They
saw the US as a blundering, arrogant nation that bulledvithethe
warbased on inadequads well as false intelligersee] littleinteresin

205



the opnions of European NAD countriesThe majority of Europeans
have little confidence in therrentleadership from Washington

The escalations dérror attacksrém the radical Islamveorld in
late 2014 are yet to be fully understood and countered.

Germans cannot understand the US infatuation with the personal
ownership ofirearmsthey think the attitudes from the days oW/\fild
Weststill prevailGermans aaownfirearmdor hunting and competitive
shooting but with strict controlThey believe they have a more
enlightenedvay for legitimate gun ownership; trainpgychological
testingand licensing.hey are appalled at the senseless killing rampages
in schoolsand public places in the USokychologicallyisturbed young
people with virtual arsenals of legally acquired firearms and ammunition.

Until the early 2000¢he US followed a path in tlopposite
directionfrom Europeon most issues related to economics, social
mattersselfreliancegun control, maet driven forces, and thise of
military force.

By 2014, at the time of this book writing, the US is ithtbesof
a ferocious, nboldsbarred national debate on wWiegtthe US should
follow her old path: individualism, minimum taxes, minimum
government, and market driven economics. Or should she fundgmental
expand the role of the federal government in the direction of the more
liberal Europeans? The jury is stillasuCongress and the White House
deliberate

When we lived in Germany in the +h&60s and for several years
thereafter e establishment dbhn Deeras the dominant compainy

its fieldin Europe seemddr someto be a pipedrearBut the company

senor management steadfastly stuck with its objectives. In the 1970s the
European business started to cont
The European business continues to grow based on the lessons learnec
during the hard times on the 1960s.
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The Fall of Saigon, Vietnanfi 1975
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On Deck
Kathy, Rita, John, and Frank
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Chapter 16

WHAT CAME NEXT

Everybotgs gone through something that has changed them in a
way that they could never go hzmisém tihey once were
0 kusandwizdom

The present is the food of the future.
0 Edward Councel

—

- -

- e T

John Deere Corporate Headquarters
Moline, Illinois

When we returned home tagain live inthe US John Deerewas

embarking on a major wosddde expansion. New factories, foundries,
warehouses, and offices were neetleel. companyhired additional
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experiencedpeople to supplement its dhouse staff for planning
engineeringand construction The new peoplebrought with them
significantly different ways of conductengescale projectd would

need to understand the changes and adjust to them. It would take time
and & occasiondbe stubbing.

| was appointed project manager for planning, designing, and
building a new diesel engine factory in Waterloo, lowa. The faasory w
planned tananufactur@early hiree hundrediesel engines per day in a
million square foot factory. The investment costewasmous.

Waerloo is surrounded by rich, endless corn aamfieddsJohn
Deere tactorscan bedelivered to neartfarmersandworkingin the
fields while they are still warm from the factory paint drying ovens.

After the project was well underway,ftrecassales of engines
jumpedandthe country underwent a major spike in the inflation rate. It
required considerable agilityréactto the changes.hE sales increase
was welcomeébut the factory redesign amip back tothe board of
directordor additional investment fundereachdlenge.

Later | became the project managergi@anning andbuilding a
combine assembly factory in Zweibricke&armaniy located on the
Germar Frenchborder.

The combine factorwas plannedo satisfy the widelyarying
needsof customersn many countriedJnique marketing requirements
necessitatespeed and agility.

Russiarand eastern Europeaunstomers did not have lgaoof
grain wagons or storage bins. Laborers stood on topauftiieneso
catch theharvested grain in burlap bags. This primitiaetipe ended
manydecades earlierWestern Europe aridorth America.

Middle Eastustomesneededo save as much straw as possible to
use aghe bindermaterialfor adobe bricks. Thiequiredthe special
design oftrawcatchng wagonsowedbehindthe combines

Zweibricken is a small town in a rural setthagross from the
factory entr an cTée read isempoearilyblackedae r 6 s
harvest time sihefarmercanunload and store his fall turnip coped
asanimal feejlEveryone undermsbd and toleratetthe inconvenience of
theroad detour

At the edge of thiactorypropertystandsan open meadow. Each
evering a twengmember herd ohiniature deesame out to grazender
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the window of our project workroom. The deeewédlfivious to the new
factory that ws abouto reduceheir habitat.

It wasgratifying to workn a close relationship witirmers rural
life, andhature. It recalled to me milyildhoodon a farm

While working on the combine projedt visited my old
neighborhoodand house, sixty miles awiayHeidelberg. The house
door was operbecause ofehabilitationwork; | stepped in and was
pleased to see that all of trgginalfine floors and woodworkere
retained.

| had the opportunity durirend aftethe diesekengine project to work
with and receive the backing of two supportive and encouraging
executives.

Bob Chaney, who was my boss, previoaisg/John Deeréliesel
engine faory, directedthersgnificanfactory operationandwas aJS
Naw ResrveskipperHis advice and example wieralual# to me He
later became a factory general manager.

Bill Van Sant, theVaterloodiesekergine factory general manager
and later the corporate Vice President of Engineering, and | worked
handin-glove in atrusting and respectful alliarsharing the engine
project A few years latdne resignedrom John Deeréo become the
presidenpf Cessna Aircraft Company.

Bob Chaney and Bill Van Sant were helpful ioa many wayfr
my professionaevelopmenand careemprovement

When! waslaterappointed manager of a division of dbbnDeere
Engineering Departmernit did less travellindBecause of &fe-long
interest in antique British cardbought a 1950 Riley convertible and
rebuilt it from topto bottonii a five year projedhfter driving the car
on nice summer days for many years, | sold it @sk,Norway car
collector.

| alsobought a 1935 Rolls Royca: | partiallycompleted its
restoration when | agaieeded to travehost of the timéor my newly
founded company soldthe cabeforecompleting its restoration.

Owningantiquecars is like owning yagctttsee twohappiestlays
are the day ofyschase and the day afes
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In the late 1970s and early 1980sadheulturaihdustrywent into
a severe economic nosedive that lasted for severalojeddserewas
one of the few farm equipment companies to suriZiven mighty
competitor Interndgional Harvestewent to the wall. When its large
tractor factory in Rock Islantlinois closed, it was a crushegpnomic
blow to the communityzurther expansion withffohnDeerecame to
temporary standstilGoing to work was no longer the pleasure it had
always been.

The company made a generous -estilgment offer to reduce
employmen | acceptethe offer after thirtpne years of an exciting and
fulfilling careeworking for a company that providssigproductsand
services.

As | st in my office before retiring, husedaboutthe earlier
uncertaintieandrisks relativeotJohnDeer® decisionto heavilyinvest
in European markets ihe 196@. At that time, high risks exist&dd
the company have the correct products and business model for Europe
Africa, and the Middle E&8id it understand thearkes?If Russia and
communismwon the Cold War in Europe, would John Deerd s
investments be confisca®édoud the largenitial Europeanfinancial
losses continue and possibly overwhelm the entire company? Would the
board ofdirectorgeplacehe topmanagemeiitthe financial laes went
on too lon@ The risks were scary, but nonethef most worrisome
scenariogvermaterialized. énded my musingy thinkingof my good
fortuneto havedirectlyparticipated in gerysmall wayn JohnDeerd& s
succesful overseas ventures

| soon found that | was natadyfor retirementat 56 | started a
consulting company, Emerald Associates Winuchoffered strategic
manufacturing planning and other technical services to manufacturing
firms.In several instanceggalsosuppliedemporaryfactorymanagers.
Emerald prospered v providing services in the ,\t&nada, M&o,
Italy, andCzechoslovakia

Emerald@ work in aCzech tractor factogave usrainsight inta
business built on communptnciples Even thoughthe communist
world hadrecentlycollapsed, thRussianvay of doing business was too
01 nst i tow kill: shaddyl quality dorruption, and indifference to
the voice of thenarketplace Some of tb Czechmanufacturetractors
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were modified andought bylohnDeereto have a lovprice product to

sell in Latin Americ&ut theCzech compargould not deyits heritage

of manufact ur i rhegtraciotswearsen yc @lr loeddi cd s
t r a citgeern theoutsidebutredinside. The business arrangement
with JohnDeeresoon ended

Some of the productsmianufacturé by Emerald slients were
home appliances, helicopters, locomotives, textiles, sugar cane harvester:
agriculturaland industrial equipment, computer equipment housings,
steelandreinforcingsteefor concrete highways.

While I worked for John Deere | observed that our hired
consulting firms wedtenin a feast or famine madie good times they
sometimes hiredoorly qualified peoplén lean times thefrantically
gralbed any contracts they couid meettheir payrolineedsand b
remain profitable.

At Emerald we overcame this problem by higimployeess
0i ndepende niithtteandéerstaading thbeisenployment
would only last for the duration of the contracts in our order book. This
was acceptable to our employeentiyretired engineevath pensions
andsomewho were still employed elsewheéfigh virtually no overhead,
Emerald could paiessly ride out slack periods and magnify prosperity in
good times.During E me r apkadt year we hired forty partime
remarkablalentedemployees whosannualwork timefor Emerald
varied from a few daysftdl time.

Although it was relatively easy Eonerald to provide strategic
planning services to our clients baseslioprevious experiencesyas
more difficult tdearnthe additionafrequiredousinesskills marketing,
sales, administrati pricing, business lawssuranceforeign business
practicesandaccountingMarketing and sales were the most challenging.
We soon learned thagling was mostly the art of listening d@od
understandinglientneeds, not talkingbout ourselves

We had tolearn toper f or m o safesanddpeotectivie e ¢
cocoondé pr ovi dlarde cdrporatemployergvitheheii o u s
regiments of suppopersonnelEmerald was aided in its management
decisions bthe guidance and adviceanofexperienced advisory board.

Because othe broad domegt and international experienoés
E me r a&rmpibpessve couldpreciselynatch theappropriatgroject
assigneet o t he <cl i ent \Wecouldalko assigngpaaple e m
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who could speadome othe languag®f ourclient$i English, Spanish,
andltalian.

We were abl® competeavith largenternationatompetitorsOne
of our most gratifying times was when a large client retedsmilsion
to ordermanufacturing consulting servitesn a worldrenowned firm
and instead favored Emerald withdfgker.

It was fascinatinigpr usto work in industries that were new to us.
While working in the Hughes Aircraft DivisiozDonnellDouglas in
Mesa, Arizonave were surrounded by a sprawdsgpudike factory
that made the famous and lethal Apadtiedpteii virtually a flying
tank. The Apaché.ongbow version can sight asichultaneouslghoot
its rockets tanultiple,overthe-horizon targets.

Apachehelicoptersare sold around the wadilsometimes to
countries that were adversapiesven at war with each oth#forking
with defense companies that had to foligwd Department of Defense
ruleswas a challenge.

One of the most beautiful placebere Emeraldundertook a
project wadn northern Italy in the Lake District betweenyltahd
Switzerland. The eatwgdegendaryhe sightseeingvasawesomend
weekendheaterperformancesverenumerousAnd the work forour
Italianclientwasprofessionallyewarding

Years after our return toghlJS our daughteK athybecamea teacher
and latea paralegahdmanager of the stockholder relations department
of the Wrigleycompanyin ChicagoShe married Dr. David Tabak, her
college boyfriend, ardterbecame the administrative managériof
optometric practicelhey have onedult son, Joe TabaKathy now
devotes most of her time to volunteer organizatiormdnaround
Barringtonthe Chicago subwslwhere she lives.

John became an investmedvisor; he is a Merrill Lynch
representative fomnstitutional clients. He recently marridghan
Collins; theyive and work in San Francisdohn andMeghardevotea
considerablpart of their spar@me,talert, and resources to charities that
serve needy people.

Rita continued to be an exemplarytheo, wife,teacher,and
communi ty 0 peneeedbenteachiigenssdne taught high
schoolpart timefor many yearShe loved to banter witter teenrage
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studentsHe r Ssubscription to o0Maag Mac

abreast of the latetsten lingcand subjects of inter@sto the surprise
and amusement of her pupilShe devoted much of her time and
considerable talents lkeading &road range ofommunityvolunteer
activities Saint Pius X Rurch Counci| St. Vincent de Paul Socjety
Questers AtiqueClub, American @chid SocietyPEOQO, aquilting club
bridge clug a dinner club,and the Colonel Davenport House
FoundationAnd she alwaysd time to comfort and advise anyone who
needed cheering up.

The most profoundly difficult day of my life occurred after Emerald
Associatebad beenn operation for three years. Rita wdsediin an
automobile accident.

My feelinggbout her deathrebest expressetrough the words
of ancientChinese EmperdVuti whenhe wrote of the death of his
consort:

Thesound of her silk skirt has stopped.
On the marble pavement dust grows.
Her empty room is cold and still.
Fallen leaves are piled against the doors.
Longing for that lovely lady,
How can | bring my achirgart to re&t

The work ofEmerald was a blessimgpccupied my minds |
grieved foRitaand it gave me the strength to move on with my life.

After six yearsEmerald,was fully established and had surpassed its
original business objectivetellt no compelling reasondontinuewith
the stresdraveland long working hours. | sdlte compangnd again
retired.

All my life, lwasinterested in writing. | nowed the time taauthor
and publisibooks.Heidelberg Deysiyfourth publication

| also devote part of my tirnteevolunteeringvith SCOREa small
business advisory graofpretiredprofessionaland business ownéhsit
helps people start businesses or improygoioig businessddis work
provides the opportunitfor stayng up-to-date on technology and
business practicestherapidlychangingvorld
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After Ri Itreméwed ad acguaihtgnceship with a fridean
Schramm Moniefrom my days in the army in Baltimore. When | first
met her, she was a biologist at the Army Chemical Center where she
workedas a civilianesearching alternatiaetidotes for lethal nerve gas
(also called Sarin ordgas.) She mamienyarmybarracks friendviarcel
Monier,who died a year before Rita. AftenJead | dated for some
months, she resigned from her-lbieg career as eollegebiology
professorand in later years as the alumnae dirdor her college
College of Notre Dame of MarylaMie marriedn her college chapel
shemoved to my home in Rock Island, lllinois. Slezessfullpnade
the transitioio Midwestiving after having lived in New York City as a
child and then in Vingia, New Jersey and Maryland.

As myo w o dvonlygo n cabocdkof life ticksonward | am comfoted

when Ireadthe refrain imW.B.Yeatépoem o0 Those Danci n
G o n &eats wote of an agingmanrecallinchis pleasanyoungeidays
whilegracefullyaccephgand enjoying Bsunseyears

| carry the sun in a golden cup
The moon in @ilver bag.
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John Deere Engine Works
Waterloo, lowa
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